UNPRECEDENTED HARTALS 

Since the killing of Burhan Wani on 8 July, the unprecedented hartals in the valley have some new dimensions to it. The Kashmir valley has been observing the hartals since 1989 on the excesses committed by the Indian armed forces and Police but the intensity of the present hartal is unique. People in far-flung areas who are inaccessible to media have been blocking the roads, closing their businesses and holding demonstrations for Azaadi. Earlier the hartals have been observed in city towns but this time it was in every nerve centre of the body of Kashmir. Women, children and young people have taken to streets. The whole administration has collapsed and the intensity of hartals seems to be unending in near future. It is most shocking for the Hurriyat leaders who claim to represent the present struggle of independence; although they have been issuing calendars they have no control over the agitations. The anger amongst the youth is visible on streets. 
The government is in a fix how to deal and bring things to normalcy. Massive deployment has been made and additional deployments from central forces have been pressed into service. People are saying “Now or Never” and “Go India Go back” slogans are visible on roadside walls. The intensity of the agitation is getting beyond the control of this govt. It is not less than the agitations made in the eastern European countries in early 90’s where the massive demonstrations finally dismantled the authoritarian communist regimes and new political dispensations were placed. But in the J&K, more than seven hundred thousand armed forces and police are struggling hard to contain the agitation and prevent the Bastille from happening. 
The intensity of the hartals is causing great anxiety to the Indian ruling class who was convinced at one point in time that Kashmir resistance can be crushed by the unprecedented number of the armed forces and they can defy the Pak sponsored guerilla warfare with their approach to inflicting one-thousand-cuts by the army deployed in the state and things would return to normal like it did in 2008 and 2010. Even previously a lot of Indian thinkers, policymakers had opined that Kashmir issue had to be resolved through dialogue and military solution is not workable. Some camouflage measures were taken but as usual with the passage of time they gave up hoping that it will not re-occur but this time the intensity of the peoples movement is sending a strong message to the Indian government and international community that things are back to square one since after 26 years India still has to depend on its armed forces to retain Kashmir. 
The struggle in Kashmir is massive and non-violent dismissing India’s propaganda that Kashmir issue is Pak sponsored transborder terrorism. It has morally made Indian govt. defensive, internationally and has de-legitimized the state govt. The amazing thing is that the Hurriyat Conference instead of leading has only followed. The continuous hartals have been questioned by some groups, as they believe that hartals are not the only vehicle for highlighting the struggle and the youth question that there has to be an alternative form of showing protest than just hartals and shutdowns. There are shortcomings in resistance leadership as their control of the situation right now is not complete. They have delegitimized the state but have failed to build parallel institutions between the intervening period of 2008 to 2010 and 2010 to 2016; they have never introspected or have had a plan on how to overcome the challenging impediments in the Kashmir struggle. This is the major folly of the resistance leadership. 
The hartals, shutdowns and curfews in Kashmir are likely to continue. It has affected tourism and commercial activities but people belong to every sphere of life are accepting it as an investment for Azaadi. One positive thing about the hartals is, which seems likely to continue in future keeping in view their intensity, it has invited international attention on Kashmir and forced Indian state to further introspect about its stubborn and jingoistic approach. Assuming the so-called ‘normalcy’ will restore after some months but what has happened over the past two months is likely to happen again after some years with more velocity and what it’s cost will be like, we don’t know yet. 
The writing on the wall is clear: Go India Go back. The new generation in Kashmir who were raised in the ongoing conflict and have seen the real face of India contrary to their previous generation are well aware of their rights and in the era of social media they are influenced with the liberation movements in other places and they are also beyond the control of the traditional Hurriyat leadership. They are certainly conscious of the implications of the occupation. It’s not only Kashmir’s Azaadi but they are convinced that the survival is at stake that too when in India the façade of secularism is turning apart and the Hindu extremist political parties are on the ascendency and their anti-Muslim policy and their brazen anti-Kashmir policies are increasing.



With clear intent to kill, ATM guard has 356 pellets marks on his body
Autopsy report says a full cartridge of pellets had been fired in his stomach 

The Informative Missive 	56 	August 2016

August 2: It was around 11:15 pm when Riyaz Ahmad, 22, pellet-ridden body was found outside Government Medical College (GMC) at Srinagar, summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir. A resident of Guzarbal area in Chattabal, Riyaz was working as a guard at an ATM kiosk in the Kani Kadal area of the city. While he was coming back from Kani Kadal after completing his duty, CRPF men, deployed on streets, stopped him near the Medical College gate and beat him before pumping pellets into his abdomen. At the time of Riyaz’s killing there was no protest or sloganeering at all, in fact the roads were completely deserted only the presence of CRPF could be seen.
	Preliminary investigation hints at cold blooded murder of Riyaz. Post mortem reveals full cartridge was fired in his stomach.   
 (
“He was beaten before they put a pellet gun at his stomach and fired. It is a cold blooded murder” 
A senior police officer, monitoring the developments, said that apparently there was no incident of stone pelting reported from that area at that time. “It does seem that it’s a security forces’ action which led to this death”.
Autopsy report later revealed that a full cartridge of pellets had been fired in his stomach from point-blank range.
“His left kidney had borne the brunt as all pellets, hundreds of them, had pierced it”.
)The Informative Missive visited Riyaz’s house where it talked to Riyaz’s elder brother Shakeel Ahmad Shah. Shakeel stated:  My brother was a private ATM guard for an ATM located in Habba Kadal. On the night of his death, I called him at 10 PM and asked him where he is, he told me he will take ten to fifteen minutes to shut the ATM and come back home. At 10:15 pm I called him again and he said is closing off the ATM and will take fifteen minutes to reach. I again called him at 10:30 pm but he didn’t receive the call at that time. We kept calling but there was no response. We got immensely worried. At around 11:15 pm, someone called, a stranger and told us to come to SMHS hospital immediately. Five or six of us left in the middle of the night and reached near SMHS hospital. I still kept calling his number, but got no response. We came to know from the person who called us and told us of what has happened. He had been told by an auto-rickshaw driver that there is a dead body and then they had gone there and seen Riyaz’s dead body lying on the sidewalk. When we reached there, he had been taken to Police Control Room (PCR) Batamaloo. He was already dead by that time. It was a case of an on spot death. He was shot with pellets. 
On the next day at 3 PM, we retrieved the body from PCR Batamaloo in an ambulance. Then there was a huge funeral procession, his last farewell. There were 356 pellets on his body. The Karan Nagar PS has filed an FIR report against security forces. In the FIR report, they have registered a case under section 302 against security forces. 
CRPF is responsible for his death. Who else can fire pellets at him. 
Police have filed FIR against CRPF. They have filed the FIR, we saw it but we have not been given a copy yet. They told us we will be given the FIR copy soon. No investigation has been carried out yet. Only an FIR has been filed under section 302. We have not filed any complaints but police have told us that they are carrying investigations and they have asked us to wait. If they don’t deliver, we will fight the case and fight for justice. 
Preliminary investigations by the police have revealed that the area was quiet when they found Riyaz’s body approximately an hour after he was shot. A senior police officer, monitoring the developments, said that apparently there was no incident of stone pelting reported from that area at that time. “It does seem that it’s a security forces’ action which led to this death,” the officer said adding that they have obtained CCTV footage to identify those who fired the gun and why.
	The officer said preliminary investigations have revealed that Riyaz has been shot 183 meters away from bunker of CRPF 38 Battalion. The officer said they are going to form a Special Investigation Team to probe the killing.
“He was beaten before they put a pellet gun at his stomach and fired. It is a cold blooded murder,” his brother Zahoor Ahmed Shah stated. 
Autopsy report later revealed that a full cartridge of pellets had been fired in his stomach from point-blank range.
	On August 3, a team of doctors carried out autopsy of Riyaz and submitted the findings to the Forensic Science Laboratory following which police registered a case of murder against “security forces” (FIR No 56/2016 U/S 302) for killing Riyaz.
“It was clear that he (Riyaz) had died due to multiple pellet injuries to different vital organs,” said a source, privy to the findings of the autopsy media reported.
Riyaz, according to the source, had 4x4-inch single entry wound on the left side of body, near kidney.
“His left kidney had borne the brunt as all pellets, hundreds of them, had pierced it,” the source said. “The pellets had then dispersed inside the body causing injuries to liver, spleen, intestines and lungs.”
Prior to carrying out the autopsy, the doctors had carried out an X-ray examination on Riyaz’s body which had confirmed presence of large number of pellets inside.
“The number of pellets was in hundreds,” said the sources.
“There was no exit wound in his body. All the pellets had remained inside the body,” said the source.   
“From the examination of the body it seemed that he was fired at from a close range but it wasn’t a contact shot.”

Police shot student, the ambulance carrying him was stopped till he dies in it

On August 15, sixteen-year- old, Yasir Salaam Sheikh son of Abdul Salaam of SD Colony, Lane no. 2 Bazar Batamaloo, Srinagar was targeted by the police with bullet and then the ambulance carrying him to the hospital was blocked by the police till his body exhausted blood. He died there and then in the ambulance. Doctors in hospital pumped his heart but he was already dead. He was a 10 standard student. At the time when police targeted him only sloganeering was going on in the area, as some people gather at a particular location. To choke the slogans police and CRPF fired barrage of pellets towards the small gathering, however, no stone was thrown from the crowd. Without engaging the forces into clashes people went back to their homes.  
	The Informative Missive talked to the Yasir’s elder sister and few of his neighbours. They stated:   Yasir was playing carom with his friends on Monday, August 15, the day he was shot dead. When in the evening the CRPF and Police left, he – along with his friends, went for a walk towards Batamaloo Chowk. CRPF left at 5:30 PM. They were seven to eight boys. They would always play carom at the same spot because of the curfew. On that day, there were no stone throwing incidents or protests in the area, although curfew was in place. There were no protests at all. So they went to the main Chowk for a walk. CRPF were leaving and people had gathered and slogans were raised but no stone was thrown at them. When all this was happening, Yasir was at the front and when he took a turn – he was shot with a bullet by JK Police. They had first shot pellets at the crowd and then they target-shot Yasir. It was a close range fire, shot from not much distance. When he was shot, he was lying on the roadside and boys picked him up and got him inside an ambulance but they (police) weren’t letting the ambulance pass because of which he lost lot of blood and then he died. Doctors tried to pump his chest but in vain. The bullets were shot at his heart. In half an hour, after he was shot – he died. Usually there used to be intense stone throwing in the area but on that day they target fired Yasir. We don’t know why. 
After Yasir was brought here, protests rocked the area for the next four days. He was buried in Dander Kha Martyr’s Graveyard. He was very young, a 10th Standard Student. He was targeted by police. They were from Police Station Batamaloo. The police man who shot him was identified by some people. We came to know that the police man who shot him was reportedly transferred on that very night to escape scrutiny. 
We have not filed any complaint with the police because we know that nothing would happen. We don’t trust the government that they will give us any justice. 
No FIR has been filed by the family and neither the police has handed any official document to the family. It is not known whether the police have filed any FIR at all.

Aripanthan Killings, A Planned Massacre 

August 16 killings of four civilians by CRPF personnel etched deep in the memory of Aripanthan villagers. The people termed the civilian killings as a planned massacre. The sound of the gunshots, pellets and teargas shells fired by CRPF personnel has rooted deep the forces fear. Those who survive the CRPF onslaught can’t believe their luck. The villagers claimed the CRPF forces that day came to kill them all. 
Aripanthan village is situated at the centre of tehsil Beerwah in District Budgam. It is located about 27 km west from J&K’s summer capital Srinagar. 
	On August 16, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 43 battalion firing bullets, shells and pellets targeting areas above waistline, heads, chests, throat, eyewitness at Aripanthan village of Beerwah in Budgam district told The Informative Missive. The shelling was not only to disband the peaceful protesters but to kill and maim them, the eyewitness averred. 
In the armed forces action four civilians, including two teenagers were killed and eight seriously injured. The deceased were identified as Muhammad Ashraf Wani, 32, s/o Ghulam Muhammad of Hazarpora; Javaid Ahmed Sheikh, 17, s/o Ghulam Rasool, Javaid Ahmed Najar, 16, S/o Ghulam Rasool and Manzoor Ahmed Lone, 29, s/o Muhammad Akbar. The critically injured include Feroz Ahmad Bhat, Tauqeer Ahmad, Hajira and Rauf Ahmad. All of them have sustained bullet injuries. 
Aripanthan killings further swelled up the killing graph by the state forces since July 8. These killings further enraged the people as already scores of civilians were killed by armed forces across Kashmir after the July 8 uprising broke out, the day militant commander Burhan Wani was killed in an encounter in south Kashmir. Following the killings, curfew and restrictions across Kashmir were tightened and the pro-freedom leadership toughens its protest call and called for Aripanthan march. 
To deflate the public resentment a probe was ordered into the killings. 
Aripanthan residents, informed The Informative Missive that that the forces firing was a “revenge” for not allowing the hoisting of the Tricolour in the village on Indian Independence Day. “Yesterday, on August 15, officials wanted to unfurl the flag but we did not let that happen. They came to the village again at night to detain people but a crowd collected and turned them away. They returned this morning,” a village resident, who did not wish to be named, said. 
 (
“Yesterday, on August 15, officials wanted to unfurl the flag but we did not let that happen. They came to the village again at night to detain people but a crowd collected and turned them away. They returned this morning
.
”
“
The armed forces fired pellets and bullets indiscriminately on the peaceful protesting people.
”
  
“
None of the protestors had done anything which can provoke the troopers. Suddenly, I saw a CRPF personnel suddenly cocked his gun and started firing at people. A bullet, fired by this trooper, hit my right leg.
”
)During mid-night raids police and CRPF thrashed about eighty residents. According to locals and eyewitnesses, at about 7:50 am, few police and CRPF vehicles entered the village and fired indiscriminately on a group of youth, who had just gathered in a small group on roadside.
While talking to The Informative Missive, fifty-five-year-old, Ghulam Muhammad Misgar said, “In the evening of 15th August, at around 11:30 pm, the police from nearby Magam Police Station came to the village to pick up the boys.  The villager in return came out and confronted the police. The police beat people, and barged in the houses.  My house was raided in the middle of night, I was beaten and the window panes of my house were broken by the police.  They also maltreated the women. My cowshed too was barged into and the hay was destroyed, thrown out of the shed and lit on fire.”  
	A businessman Bashir Ahmad Bhat, another eyewitness said, “The STF from Budgam camp came to our village to stop a peaceful protest.  The STF shot tearsmoke shells to thwart the protestors. Soon, the people pelted stones on them.  The STF, barged into village and entered the mosque and destroyed its window panes.”  
A student Towseef Bhat, 17, who was also injured in the forces firing, while relating the incident stated, “The incident took place at Budgam near Choon crossing. We were protesting against the brutalism of Indian forces on Kashmir people. The armed forces fired pellets and bullets indiscriminately on the peaceful protesting people.  In this incident many people got injured due to pellets which were directly aimed from point zero range to kill and maim people participating in the demonstration.”
	“On that day, I also got injured due to pellets and some of the pellets pierced my eye. This day being most unfortunate day of my life as the pellets fired by armed forces directly hit my eye.  I lost vision of my right eye.  First I was taken to Kremshore Hospital and the doctors after removing pellets from my body referred me to SMHS hospital at Srinagar for right eye pellet injury.  Therein, I was operated by the team of doctors in emergency; however, operation was not successful. After that I was operated four times also by renowned Dr Natrajan. Now I am not able to see clearly from my right eye,” Bhat said while showing his pellet wounds to this researcher. 
Another eyewitness a labourer, Abdul Rasheed Sheikh, 30, who talked to The Informative Missive said, “I was part of the protest procession against the armed forces raids. The procession was peaceful. None of the protestors had done anything which can provoke the troopers. Suddenly, I saw a CRPF personnel suddenly cocked his gun and started firing at people. A bullet, fired by this trooper, hit my right leg. The CRPF firing turned created untter confusion and people ran helter skelter to save themselves.”
	Police registered a case under FIR No: 147/2016 at P/S Magam and Syed Fayaz Hussain SDPO Magam has been appointed inquiry officer to probe the Aripanthan firing incident.
	PRO Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) told media “Reports of unprovoked firing on protestors by CRPF men at Aripanthan Beerwa are baseless. Twenty two (22) CRPF men including an officer were injured in clashes with protestors at Aripanthan Beerwa”.
However, Aripanthan residents rubbished the CRPF claim as a pack of lie. “How come the killers own the responsibility? The CRPF officers will do everything to cover up the blatant crime its men had committed,” the locals said. 




Dy SP Did Exactly What He Threaten a Mother Of, Kill Her Son in Cold-blood

 (
Irfan’s photo shared by him family
)[image: C:\Users\welcome\Documents\Bluetooth Folder\IMG-20160827-WA0004.jpg]On August 20, around 6:00 pm, a teargas shell was fired directly at Irfan’s chest by police led by Dy. SP Ajaz at Mala Ratta Chowk in downtown Srinagar.  Irfan, 16, was an auto ricksahw driver. The Dy. SP had in advance informed Irfan’s mother once he would be spotted by the police “you will never be able to see him alive”. The Dy SP did exactly what he threatened the mother of. At the time of police firing the teargas at Irfan, there was no protest or sloganeering in the area. People were out to fetch household goods, as there was evening relaxation in the strike by pro-freedom leadership, which were spearheading the ongoing agitation since July 8, the day when militant commander Burhan Wani was killed. Burhan’s killing triggered spontaneous agitation which spread across Kashmir and parts of Jammu province.
A team of The Informative Missive visited Irfan’s house at Malik Angan, Fathe Kadal in Srinagar’s downtown. Irfan’s elder brother Ajaz Fayaz Wani who was yet to come to terms with what happened to his teenged brother Irfan.  
 (
“A police vehicle stopped, Dy.SP’s guards were inside the vehicle and they shot a shell at him, aiming at his heart. It exploded on his chest.”
“The Dy SP explicitly warned my mother that she will not see the face of her son Irfan again; that she will only see the dead body of her son.”
“We have told this again and again that we have been harassed by police. Whenever there was a small incident of stone pelting, police would come and look for my brother Irfan.”
)The brother said while giving the details of the circumstances in which Irfan was targeted, “On the day of his killing, after the feast was over he was carrying the Dastarkhaan (a tailored cloth sheet spread on the floor while having lunch or dinner) towards the garbage dump. A police vehicle stopped, Dy SP’s guards were inside the vehicle and they shot a shell at him, aiming at his heart. It exploded on his chest. He was hurt on his chest. We took him to SMHS hospital immediately and he died there shortly afterwards. It was a target fire. He was targeted and killed by police party headed by DSP Ajaz.” 
“I was having tea inside at my cousin’s place when I heard a roar that a boy was hit by a shell. I found Irfan’s cap on the road side and later found out that the injured boy was my own brother,” the shocked Ajaz averred. 
He further stated, “Ten days prior to his killing, there was mid-night police raid on our house. The police party, along with SOG men was headed by DSP Ajaz Trali. I was present at the house. My mother and two sisters were also here. Irfan wasn’t here. He was at his maternal home. As the police party was entering our house, I escaped from the window. Dy SP Ajaz banged the front door and asked for Irfan. My mother informed him that both her sons were not in the house.”
Finding both the brother absent at house the enraged Dy SP Ajaz threatened the family of dire consequences. “The Dy SP explicitly warned my mother that she will not see the face of her son Irfan again; that she will only see the dead body of her son. It was around 12:30 am in the night. DSP Nowhatta was accompanied by DS Maharaj Gunj Police Station. His name is Mohammad Yusuf. He is from Rainawari. DSP Ajaz was quite enraged and he broke the door of its hinges when he left. He was angry. My mother knew these people quite well from her earlier experience of taking food to Irfan while he was in custody,” Ajaz	“My brother was at a wedding ceremony of our cousin at Malla Ratta in downtown Srinagar. We had been there for a week almost. On the day of his killing, there was a Phirsaal (a Kashmiri tradition where the groom and his bride is invited by bride’s family for a luncheon in the first week of their wedding) ceremony at the place,” Ajaz stated.
 The family has not filed any formal complaint to anyone, as it has no faith in judicial system. “We have only spoken to media and you people. There is no point in filing the case. If this case comes on TV, or on media or in court – it doesn’t mean we will get justice. There is no way that police will be punished,” the dejected brother said expressing his helpless in taking on police legally. 
While sharing the past hardships Ajaz said, “We have told this again and again that we have been harassed by police. Whenever there was a small incident of stone pelting, police would come and look for my brother Irfan. We don’t want to file any case as it will not lead to anything dangerous. Irfan was an Azadi pasand (pro-freedom) person and he would not have preferred for us to go for SRO procedures for compensation or job. We cannot fight for Azadi at the same time and then ask for government jobs. And also we don’t want to become another Tengpora case, in which that youth’s body was exhumed.” 
 	Irfan had many cases against him. He has been in jail a few times also. He had a total of 7 registered cases against him. He had cases of stone throwing registered against him in various police stations. His first FIR was in Fateh Kadal Police Station. Another FIR was in Nowhatta PS. He had FIRs registered against him in Maharaj Gunj, Khanyar, Rainawari and Safa Kadal police station. He was routinely harassed by police.  

Forces pierces student’s chest; file FIR to eclipse the truth

On August 31, a twelfth class student, Mehraj-ud-Din, 19, alias Danish son of Manzoor Ahmad Lone fell to bullet while two young men were injured critically when army in Nadihal village of Baramulla district targeted a huddle of people, who were walking peacefully. There was no sloganeering or stone pelting whatsoever. Later the police and CRPF targeted even the funeral procession of the student. To cover up the crime army filed a well-thought-out FIR with the concerned police station, which was strongly contested by the villagers as false and far from the truth. 
 (
“As the people were walking peacefully, the army man suddenly appeared from nearby rice fields at Gulshan Colony and started firing at us.”
“There was no justification of my son’s murder. There were dozens of witnesses to prove army at guilt.”
“It was all chaos. There were cries and noise only. For a while nobody understood what was going on. As the firing stopped and when the people re-gathered, we saw three persons flat on earth soaked in blood.”
)A team of The Informative Missive visit Nadihal as a part of its research work on current uprising. The team entered Mehraj din’s house and talked to his father Manzoor Ahmad about the incident. It appears that Manzoor, unlike other victims, was ready to share all the details about the incident as he feels it could help him psychologically. 
“There was no justification of my son’s murder. There were dozens of witnesses to prove army at guilt. The army’s FIR, where it blamed the people for forcing them to open fire, was filed with the intent to eclipse the truth about the incident,” the heavy hearted father stated.   
On August 31, at around 9 am, the residents of Nadihal village received a news that forces at Fruit Mandi Barmulla had beaten up people and vandalized some of the stock. The villagers were concerned as some of the Nadihal natives had gone there to sell their stock. Immediately, around 25 to 30 persons went towards the Mandi. 
“The villagers were moving randomly, not in any form of procession, towards Mandi. After covering half-a-kilometer, en route, at Gulshan Colony they were fired upon by army,” the disheartened father stated.
“As the people were walking peacefully, the army man suddenly appeared from nearby rice fields at Gulshan Colony and started firing at us. It was all chaos. There were cries and noise only. For a while nobody understood what was going on. As the firing stopped and when the people re-gathered, we saw three persons flat on earth soaked in blood,” the eyewitnesses told the team.  
Among the people were Mehraj-ud-din, who went to see his brother Aqib, 15, at Fruit Mandi.
	The group of eyewitnesses who talked to the team further stated, “One of the bullets fired by the forces hit left side of Mehraj’s chest. Another person, Muhammad Ashraf Sheikh received two bullets. One bullet hit on left side of his chest and another on his left arm. Firdous Ahmad Ganai, another victim, whose head was aimed by the forces luckily survived, as the bullet fired at him hitting him brushed his head,” the witnessed averred.   
	Mudasir Maqbool, Mehraj-ud-Din friend and an eyewitness stated, “People were walking peacefully towards Mandi. All of a sudden army men fired 10-12 rounds of bullets resulting into the serious injuries to three persons. The injured were bundled into a Maruati car for the Baramulla district hospital. However, the driver has to take the long route, as the massive army was deployed on the road. It was not wise to take the main route carrying the bullet injured. The delay caused by taking the long route proved fatal for Mehraj. I don’t know the exact gravity of his wound but enough blood was lost. He died on way to the Baramulla hospital.” 
Mehraj’s death triggered massive protests in Nadihal village. His death ignited anger among the villagers who accused army of targeting unarmed civilians without any rhyme and reason. Even the funeral procession of Mehraj-ud-Din was attacked by the police to prevent it from becoming big procession. The mourners were rained by teargas shells, however, that didn’t deter people from burying Mehraj in local graveyard. The protests were also taken place after his burial.    
	After few days police and CRPF jointly conducted midnight raids in Nadihal. Five boys were taken into custody. Later three of them were released. However, two boys Ikhlas and Manzoor were kept in custody. Their families have no idea for what they were kept in custody. 
Army filed FIR No. 69/2016 dated 31-08-2016 U/S 142, 148 149, 336, 307, 353, 429 RPC was lodged by the police in police station Panzala.  To justify it’s uncalled for action army in the FIR scripted content to kill the facts about the incident. The FIR, copy of which was obtained by The Informative Missive, reads: 
That one officer and 18 jawans were deployed at Nadihal chowk and on officer and 12 jawans including 8 personnel of Border Security Force (BSF) were deployed at Ladoora Chowk to ensure the safe movement of security forces convoys moving along the national highway.   
At around 9 am 60-80 persons gathered at Gulshan colony, Nadihal raising anti-national slogans and indulged in heavy stone pelting. The numbers gradually increased to 250-300 and stone pelting became life threatening. At 9:25 am stone pelting also started on security forces deployed on Ladoora Chowk and also on security forces vehicles moving on the high way by violent mob of 350-400.  As a result of stone pelting the army jawans of army camp Trangpora sustained injuries. the army along with JK police resorted to  aerial firing to disperse the mob. However, there was no mention of killing in the FIR.   
According to witnesses by scripting the lies in the FIR the army wants to kill the facts about the incident after killing a young boy. 
The medical death certificate, a copy of which lies with Missive, confirms the death of Mehraj by bullet injury. The certificate says “Mehraj was brought dead in casualty of this hospital as a case of chest bullet on 31- 08-2016 at 10:40 am.”

Army raids Khrew Shar in the night, beats lecturer dead, savagely thrashes residents
Army regrets, probe ordered  

On the night of August 17, a 30-year-old college lecturer of English was beaten to death in his village of Shar-e-Shali in Khrew area of Pampore by soldiers of the Indian army’s 50 RR camp in the area. The army attacked the village late night and dragged away hundreds of youth to its camp. The block medical officer (BMO) of Pampore said that more than a hundred persons have been injured in the night attack. Locals said that the army soldiers used hammers, iron rods, wooden and fiber-made batons to beat villagers, among whom was English teacher Shabir Ahmad Mangoo, who was declared brought dead at Pampore hospital at 5.30 am on Thursday morning. Among the hundreds of others injured brought to hospital was former sarpanch of the village, Abdul Ahad Sheikh.
	The village of Shar-e-Shali lies some 20 km north-east of Srinagar. It is divided into two parts, Shar A and Shar B. According to locals, stone-fighting used to take place in Hadipora, Chalkhar and Moang areas in Shar B. These three areas are located 1-2 km away from the army’s 50 RR camp in Shar-e-Shali. No civilian casualty or critical injury had been reported in these three areas since the uprising began on July 8, which suggests that protests here were not very violent in nature. In the Shar A area, there have been no protests at all. But on Wednesday night, army soldiers attacked localities in both the areas, one by one. They thrashed young and old, men and women, on a day when stone-throwing had occurred only in one locality, that of Hadipora.
	On August 17, morning, Abdul Ahad said, an army captain visited him, seeking his support because he was a ‘bashour shehri (disciplined subject)’ to prevent anti-India protests in the three villages. Ahad agreed. He was scheduled to meet army officers in the RR camp on August 18.
“But,” Ahad said, “the army went berserk and beat everybody. When I began to think of what they did, my hands start to twitch, and my head wobbles. It was a doomsday for us. I have never witnessed such barbarity in my life.”
Ahad is a resident of Sheikhpora, which according to him has not protested once in these days. On Wednesday evening, Ahad said, women of nearby village Chalkargam arrived at his home in a state of hysteria. A woman’s husband, Farooq Ahmad Sheikh, and son Waeed Ahmad Sheikh had been dragged away by the army to an unknown location. The women wanted Ahad to intervene and get the duo released.
“I knew there was nothing in my hands that I could have done. But I followed the people. They suggested coming out on streets. I led them. Except pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, we did nothing. While we were on the streets, I heard cries and wailing of women from other villages, too,” Ahad said. “At the square, locals told me that the army had gone berserk in other villages as well.”
	Ahad said that while people were assembling at the square, electricity was cut off. After a while, a huge possession of army soldiers with torchlights pointed at the villagers came towards the square.
	“I shouted, Sir, listen to us. I am a sarpanch; you have met me in the day. But instead, they beat everybody. I and a dozen others were dragged for 500 meters to an unknown army camp. Our photos were taken with a camera and then we were sent to Pampore police station,” Ahad said.
	“In the army camp I saw hundreds of youth. I recognised many, including Shabir. They picked us in four, and Shabir was in my group. In the police station, we were abused by a low-rung police official. I advised him to not do so and asked for a glass of water.”
	Ahad said that the station head officer Manzoor Ahmad wept when he saw the villagers’ condition. “He immediately referred us to the nearby hospital,” Ahad said.
	“But in the meantime Shabir had succumbed. He had been taken in an army vehicle to Lethpora, where the army told a driver to take the body either to the police station or to the hospital. The frightened driver took the body to the hospital. He told me that the army men had tied up his family in his home; he had to go back to free them,” Ahad said.
	On August 18, army expressed regret over the death of a lecturer in thrashing by soldiers and ordered an inquiry into the incident even as police registered a murder case against unknown security personnel. J&K Govt. also ordered a separate probe into the killing of lecturer.

Aamir was shot dead for agitating Army torture

Aamir Malik, a 21 year old post graduate management student of Larkipora, Dooru Anantnag, was shot dead by army men for standing up against torture of three youth who were dragged, stripped naked, tied with an armored vehicle and thrashed mercilessly.
According to eyewitnesses, “On the morning of August 16 at around 10:00 p.m, when people were sitting on the shop fronts of main market in Larkipora, army men from 19 RR alighted from their vehicles and without any provocation started pelting stones and beating the villagers. They ransacked the houses and smashed windows of a mosque. They did not stop here but got hold of three youth, dragged, stripped them naked and tied them to an armored vehicle, beating them mercilessly with gun butts and bamboo sticks.”
The villagers say that they made announcements from loudspeakers of the mosques asking people to come out.
As the word about army excesses spread to adjoining villages –Fatehpora, Zaldoora, Naidpora, Lukbhawan - they also proceeded towards Larkipora.
One among those who rushed to the area from Naidpora was a 21 year old MBA 3rd semester student Aamir Suhail.
Witnesses say as soon as Aamir saw the three youth tied to a vehicle and women screaming for help he could not resist and tried to proceed forward to save them, but was stopped by his fellow villagers as army pointed guns towards them.
“He started protesting and along with other youth was placing boulders at the crossing to block the entry of army into his village. As he went down to place a boulder the army fired at him and the bullet pierced his throat. He fell down lying in a pool of blood,” witnesses added.
He was rushed to District Hospital Anantnag but was declared ‘brought dead.’
Eyewitnesses and family term it a target killing.
“We were protesting peacefully despite army provocation and only trying to block the entry of army into other villages to save people from further wrath. However, army directly fired at Aamir. It was a target killing,” said one his close friends.
He said he along with other friends tried to lift Aamir but the army men pointed the guns towards them.
“As Aamir was lying in pool of blood he raised his hand to give us a signal not to proceed towards him as army will fire at us too,” said his cousin who too was accompanying Aamir.
Minutes before, army had also resorted to indiscriminate firing on protesters near Kabamarg crossing at Larkipora injuring 6 civilians. All of them were immediately rushed to hospital and treated there. “As the angry protesters responded by pelting stones, army got hold of a local chemist Ghulam Nabi, dragged him, severely thrashed him and used him as human shield against stones,” locals said.
The chemist sustained bruises all over his face and a fractured arm.
“After killing Aamir the army men from Dialgam camp then left the three youth- Sheraz Malik, Umar Majid Bhat and one more youth from Lukbhawan- in an unconscious state near the Larkipora army camp and fled,” locals added.
They said that the army men from that camp later handed over the three youth to people and they were shifted to District Hospital Anantnag. “One of these youth -Umar - with multiple injuries will be undergoing surgery after a few days,” doctors in district hospital said. They said the other two youth who had fractured arms and legs are also being treated.
Larkipora villagers term the army action as vengeance for the protests against them earlier on August 15.
“A Pakistani flag was hoisted in the village on August 14. On the following day, in the afternoon the army men arrived and brought down the flag and tied it with a dog. This infuriated the villagers who came out and held demonstrations, however there was no confrontation with the army that time,” locals said.
They said that on August 16 when everything was normal in the area the army came and unleashed terror.
After Aamirs killing, the angry villagers set ablaze the house of a local army man -Sajad Ahmad camped with 19 RR - accusing him of being part of the attack on them. People say that the army men who unleashed terror and killed Aamir belonged to 19 RR but were from Brenthi Batpora, Dialgam camp, and not from the main Larkipora camp.
As Aamirs body reached Naidpora village, people in large numbers thronged there to participate in his funeral prayers. Locals say that funeral prayers were offered thrice.
A student of MBA 3rd semester in a college in Haryana, Aamir was home on vacations. He wanted to do well in his education and fulfill the dreams of his parents. His father, Muhammad Yousuf Ganai, a farmer by profession, toiled hard to support the education of his children. His elder son is a post graduate in Physical Education while younger one is a class 12th student.
“Aamir devoted all his time in studies so that he could get a good job and support the family financially,” said his father.
He said he would assure me and his mother- Gulshana - that once he starts earning, he would send us for Hajj.
“He was obedient son and dear to us but these people don’t have any value for human lives. They snatched him from us,” said Ganai amid sobs.

Labourer’s killed son was studying for MBA, had come home for Eid

Aug 21: In a one-storey old-fashioned house of brick and mud, Sana-u-llah Bhat, a labourer, keeps sobbing as he looks at the books of his son Safeer Ahmad. Safeer was pursuing a masters in business administration (MBA) at a college in Chandigarh. He returned home on Shab-i-Qadr to celebrate Eid with his family. On July 9, a day after militant commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani was killed in Kokernag, Safeer was beaten to death by government forces near Ganishbal, Aishmuqam.
“He had come home for Eid after writing the exams of his 6th semester. He was planning to return to college a week after Eid. We didn’t know he would go to the grave without completing his degree,” a grieving Bhat said.
Safeer had been a good student ever since he was in school. In his board exams he passed with more than 70 percent marks.
“He was a brilliant student and was only concerned about his studies. Even in the first five semesters in MBA he had secured 80 percent marks,” Bhat said.
A labourer by profession, Bhat wanted to give good education to his two sons. “This house is shared by three families. Our family has two rooms to live in. But a huge house had never been my priority. My only dream was to give good education to both of my sons. I would spend all my earnings on their education. But the killers have shattered all my dreams,” he said.
As Bhat started narrating how his son was killed, his elder son Shafiq Ahmad, who is doing a bachelors in law (LLB) at Himachal law college, interrupted him, saying, “It was a murder committed by forces.”
“None among the family was witness to his killing. The boys who witnessed to it later told us that the policemen caught him on his way to Ganishbal village, hit his head hard with gun butts, and later threw him into the river Lidder to give the impression of drowning,” Shafiq said. One of the neighboring boys, Shafiq said, was ready to narrate the account of how Shafeer was killed.
“Though we did not witness his killing, the injury marks on his head clearly show that he had been hit hard. His skull has almost broken in half,” Bhat said.
The family believes that the blood of their son and the others killed so far will lead to a revolution.
“The oppression is at its extreme. A lot of blood has flown, and this blood, I believe, will not go waste. The fight must continue. Giving up is no option,” both the father and son determinedly said.

Suhail didn’t keep his promise, was killed in cold blood

Aug 18: On Eid this year, 19 year old, Suhail Wani, a salesman handed over his salary of a few months to his mother with the promise to purchase some household goods, later.
	Hafeeza, the mother, had the salary carefully stashed away but Suhail is no more to keep his promise. He was killed in ‘cold blood’ by a police man, “on the pretext of saving a bureaucrat he guarded,”
	Suhail was injured on the evening of August 2 after Assistant Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Ramban, Babu Ram’s security guard opened indiscriminate fire on unarmed civilians in Lethpora area of Pulwama district.
Farooq Ahmad, another civilian, was killed on spot in the firing.
Suhail after battling it out at SKIMS for 11 days breathed his last Saturday morning. He was shot in the head.
For all these 11 days, Hafeeza was told one lie after another about her son’s well being for she is nursing a heart ailment, which was triggered years back after her elder son, Gowher, was crushed to death beneath an army vehicle.
	“Hafeeza and her husband Ali Muhammad, a farmer, never really came to terms with their elder son’s loss,” one of family’s neighbours in Lethpora told media.
	The family all these years had battled abject poverty with Hafeeza and Suhail’s younger brother Mayasar Wani, a tailor, remaining mostly sick and always in need of treatment. Mayasar was recently operated upon.
	As poverty took the toll on the family, the only ray of hope had been Suhail, who worked hard to earn livilhood and tried to take family out of miseries.
	“He worked at Khyber Milk Factory as a salesman and also tried his hand at odd jobs to run the family,” one of Suhail’s relatives told media, “He was just beginning to look like he will take the family out of poverty but the cruel police man put an end to his life,”
	Eyewitnesses at the shootout site told media that Babu Ram’s security guard did not open fire in self defense but looked like a “maniac on prowl”.
	“He fired for about 10 minutes. Carefully listening to wherever voices came from in the dark and shooting in that direction as people tried to hide in self defense,” one of the eyewitnesses of the shooting said.
	The police man devastated two families at once. Farooq Ahmad was about to get married and was also the lone bread winner for the family.
	“It was Farooq who was shot first. Suhail tried to help him and was shot as well. Farooq’s brains were smeared all over Suhail while both of them fell in a slump and died, one on the spot and another now,” a local said.
Back in the village the Wani family, amid a sea of people, stares at a dreaded future with their son dead, their only source of income curtailed.
	“He has patients to take care of and an unmarried daughter to look after. Things sure are going to get difficult for Ali Muhammad. We can only pray for him,” their relative said.

A semester away from being an MBA, 22-yr-old killed by army

Aug 23: When 22-year-old Amir Suhail Ganai came home in the last week of Ramzan to celebrate Eid with family, he had expressed extreme happiness over nearly completing his masters in business administration (MBA). The proud family would not have imagined that Amir would fall to bullets of army men while being at home for holidays. Amir was shot dead by in Larkipora area of Dialgam. Eight others sustained injuries in the army firing and thrashing of locals.
“Amir was due for his final semester of MBA at a college in Haryana. He was very happy about soon completing his degree. He was planning to return to college on the 25th of this month,” Amir’s brother Ikhlaq Yousuf told media.
Amir had gone to Larkipora to see if the JK bank branch was open so that he could withdraw some money. “He had left home to see if the bank branch was operating but the Almighty had decided something else. What can one do before the decisions of Allah,” said Amir’s maternal uncle Mushtaq Ahmad.
Witnesses of the army firing said that Amir’s was a targeted killing by the army troops.
“The villagers who witnessed the scene say that Amir was standing on the roadside when the army men fired directly at him. The army troops were angry because of being pelted with stones by youth in the area,” Ahmad said.
Amir’s father, Mohammad Yusuf, was silently sitting in a corner of his house. A farmer by profession, Yusuf now hardly speaks to anyone. “He is shattered. Himself being an illiterate, he always wanted to give good education to his children. He spent his every hard-earned penny on their education,” said Yusuf’s elderly neighbour, Ghulam Rasool.
Amir’s younger brother, Ikhlaq who is studying for a masters in physical education said that the ongoing movement should continue till the goal of Azadi is achieved.
“Every year we loose hundreds of young men to bullets without any result. But this time it has become a mass movement with a difference. People must be united and resilient in this time,” Ikhlaq said.

Pellets Kill 10th Grader In Pulwama

Aug 24: Government forces killed a teenager in the wee hours of Wednesday in Pulwama district of south Kashmir just hours before Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh arrived in Kashmir to review the prevailing situation. Hundreds of civilians are reported injured as pellets rained on them when the government forces fired shotguns to quell the unrest.
According to the reports, a teenaged boy identified as Amir Bashir Mir, son of Ghulam Muhammad Mir of Ratnipora, succumbed minutes after he was received at SMHS hospital in Srinagar.
"Aamir Bashir, who had pellet injuries in his chest, was brought to SMHS Hospital in Srinagar but the doctors declared him brought dead," a police official said.
Reports from South Kashmir’s Pulwama district said that more than hundred people suffered pellet injuries after they resented the government action to vandalize the venue in Prichoo area where a rally was scheduled to be held.
Authorities, according to the reports, in a bid to foil pro-freedom rally at Pirchoo area in Pulwama vandalized the stage and tents while firing tear-smoke shells and pellets on protesters who had taken to streets to protest against the government forces action during the dead of the night.
Army personnel from 55 RR, CRPF 83 Battalion and local police, according to witnesses, occupied the venue in the middle of the night while people in large numbers took to roads and clashed with them.
Reports said that more than hundred people were injured while some of them received pellet injuries. Ironically, none of the injured visited government hospital, a move according to locals to evade arrest.
The fresh killing sparked violent protests in Ratnipora and other adjacent villages of the district.

Bullet-riddled body of youth found in Pulwama

On August 07, a 23-year-old youth was found dead hours after he left his home in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district, triggering massive protests in the area.
Police identified the slain youth as Bilal Ahmed Malik son of Abdul Gani of Dafferpora Pulwama. His bullet-riddled body was found at 4 am on a road in Chewa-Kalan village.
Locals told media that Malik had left his home last evening on his motorcycle to drop his brother-in-law at his residence in Kangan village of Central Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.
Senior Superintendent of Police Pulwama Muhammad Rayees Bhat said they have launched an investigation into the incident. “We have taken his postmortem sample and we hope to nab the killers soon. Nothing can be said at this juncture,” the SSP told media.
The slain boy’s brother Nazir Ahmed said “we are sure that Bilal has been killed by forces.” 
“My brother perhaps, after dropping his brother-in-law at Kangan, had gone to Hakdipora as he had some friends there. But he was killed on the way,” Nazir alleged.
He said Bilal, 23, was a student and was pursuing graduation. “My brother had no relation with any organization or any agency. He was innocent. His body was found in one area but his bike was recovered in another area which clearly shows that he was killed by forces,” Nazir alleged.
The slain youth’s uncle Ghulam Hassan Malik said they informed the police about the killing and have sought a thorough probe and arrest of killers.
“A local had seen Bilal on his motorcycle heading towards Hadkipora but his body was found in Chewa-Kalan,” Malik said. Meanwhile, thousands of people attended the funeral of Bilal amid pro-freedom and pro-Islam slogans.

Pellets take away life of 17-yr-old boy 

On August 8, a youth, who was hit by pellets, succumbed to injuries. 
A 17-year-old youth Amir Lone of Seedaw Shopian, who was injured in pellet firing by cops in Shopian on August 5, Friday, succumbed to injuries at SKIMS, Srinagar. 
Lone had received pellet injuries on head during forces’ action against protesters on July 29.
Lone’s body was received by hundreds of people at his village, who had been waiting despite delay caused by police holding up Amir’s body at Police Control Room (PCR) in Srinagar for several hours.
Eldest of four siblings, Lone took to welding a few years back to support his family of 6, including his physically challenged father and his ailing mother.
“Amir’s is a poor family and he was somehow feeding the family. It kills me to think how the family is going to survive now. He has two younger sisters as well,” a neighbor of Amir told media.
Lone was laid to rest at his ancestral graveyard in Sedow village by a tearful gathering.
With Lone’s death, the death toll of people killed in ongoing unrest has risen to 58.

Chased by cops, youth drowns in Anantnag

A 24-year-old youth drowned to death during chase by force personnel in South Kashmir’s Anantnag district. 
24-year-old youth Shahnawaz Ahmad Khan son of Muhammad Iqbal of Daddoo village in Marhama area of Anantnag district had jumped into Jhelum after pellet firing force personnel chased him in Marhama area On August 26.
His body was fished out from the river early this morning after a night long search by the locals.
Khan was among three people, who had jumped into Jhelum, to escape from the wrath of forces in Kaipora village of Marhama.
“Two of them swam back to safety while Khan could not do so. The locals were up all night trying to fish his body and succeeded this morning,” media reported.
According to sources, the youth were protesting in Sangam and Marhama areas of Anantnag yesterday following a peaceful pro-freedom rally in Marhama area.
Clashes erupted in the area and youth fought pitched battles with the forces.
“A group of young men were cornered in Kaipora village, which falls between Sangam and Marhama. Forces came charging at them, firing pellets and tear smoke shells, forcing three of them to jump into the river,” sources told media.
Protests continued in the area after Khan’s body was fished out.

Injured flooded to the hospitals
Injured figure in thousands, speaks volumes of state atrocities while dealing with protests  

This month, The Informative Missive researchers visited Shri Maharaja Hari Singh hospital in Srinagar’s one of the main hospitals of Kashmir, where thousands of injured were brought for treatment. By the end of the August, thousands of youth and minors were injured in state forces violent actions while dealing with the protests. Most of the injured kept their identity secret, getting admitted in the hospital on pseudonyms, to evade the police harassment that follows after an injured got admitted in the hospital. Many of the injured were reluctant to talk to the media or human rights researchers fearing highlighting their victimhood can invite further trouble to them.   However, The Informative Missive managed to talk to some of the injured who shared the following details.
Saqib Rashid Khan
Age: 15 Years 
Parentage: Abdur Rashid Khan
Address: Tujar Sharief, Sopore
Civil status: Single
Profession: Student
Date, Place and Time of Incident: Monday August 22, 2016 near Police Station Zangeer, Bomai Sopore. The incident happened around 4:00 PM.
Circumstances of the incident as narrated by Saqib’s cousin brother and brother: He (Saqib) was part of a peaceful demonstration. There were around 100 to 150 people in the demonstration. The demonstration was taken out after Asr (afternoon) prayers were offered in the local mosque during which time an Ijtimah (religious gathering) was also conducted. They (police and CRPF) shot pellets at my brother. They shot from point blank range. He was injured in the left side of the chest; pellets have brushed his lungs and his left arm. My brother was shot with an entire pellet cartridge in his left arm and exploded on his arm. It means pellets were shot at him from a close distance. Pellets were shot at him from 20-30 metre distance. There were around 10-15 people who got injured at that moment, but my brother had the most grievous injury.  After he was hit with pellets, we went to SDH Sopore and they said that pellets were in his lungs and that he had to be immediately referred to SMHS hospital in Srinagar. While on our way to SMHS, our ambulance was stopped by police and paramilitary forces at many places. Police and CRPF harassed us; they stopped our vehicle, checked our identity cards and abused us. To escape their wrath, we told them that our brother had been injured in an accident. We didn’t tell them that he had received pellets, because then they could have arrested him. Earlier a boy from Sailoo, Sopore was taken away by SOG when he was leaving SDH Sopore, as he was being referred to SMHS, but SOG arrested him outside the hospital premises and took him away. They have been arresting innocent people. When we reached here, a CT scan was performed on my brother and blood transfusion was administered on him. His left ear is also damaged due to pellets, and he can’t hear from his ear. Pellets have not been removed from his body yet and doctors have kept him admitted here.  
They attack us because we are asking for our rights. Our inalienable right is Azadi and they have to give this to us. 
The new generation cannot tolerate the injustice meted out to them. They want their rights and they will do anything for this. 
Name: Ghulam Hassan Khan
Age: 42 Years 
Parentage: Ghulam Mohammad Khan
Address: Nutnoosa, Kupwara
Civil status: Married
Profession: Farmer
Date, Place and Time of Incident: Monday August 22, 2016 near main Nutnoosa on National Highway. The incident happened around 4:30 PM.
Circumstances of the incident as narrated by victim’s brother to The Informative Missive: CRPF had entered an adjacent village called Awathkulla at around 11:30 AM on 22 August and damaged houses there. They had also broken cars and had beaten up women folk. Then at around 4 PM, the CRPF people came to our village in Nutnoosa. The moment they came to our village, people came out of their homes in protest and demonstrated against the CRPF and raised slogans. There were around 200 CRPF men. When the sloganeering was going on, they shot pellets at the gathered people and stone throwing ensued. They fired indiscriminately at the crowd; they fired tear gas shells also inside the houses in which many women were injured. During this while, me and my brother were demonstrating against the CRPF action and then they shot pellets at my brother. They shot pellets at him from a ten metre distance. It was a target fire. There are innumerable pellets on his body; he is completely perforated by pellets from below the waist. At that moment, we took three pellet injured people to hospitals but overall there were twenty to thirty people who got injured. My brother was grievously injured. There was lady victim whose thigh was injured by pellets. Another person namely Javed Ahmad was shot with pellets at his face. My brother is grievously injured below his abdomen; his genital area is also damaged. We managed to take him to SDH Handwara. We had to wait for nearly an hour for the CRPF to leave before we could take him to the hospital. At SDH Handwara, he was referred to SMHS hospital. It was around 6:30 PM when we left SDH Handwara. Our ambulance was stopped at many places. At Sopore, police stopped our ambulance and mocked at us saying ‘keep throwing stones’, as they looked at my brother. Doctors at SMHS hospital helped us a lot. They have not yet removed pellets from his body, but they have admitted him here. There are pellets on his thigh and right arm. It’s probable that a surgery might be performed on him. 
Name: Sohail Rashid Baba
Age: 17 Years 
Parentage: Abdul Rashid Baba
Address: Daulatpora, Kreeri Baramulla
Civil status: Single
Profession: Student
Date, Place and Time of Incident: Saturday August 20, 2016 at Choora, Sopore. The incident happened around 4:10 PM.
Circumstances of the incident as narrated by victim’s brother to The Informative Missive: Sohail was on his way to his maternal home in Bangdara areae and then out of nowhere, CRPF and police came and they started firing these so-called non-lethal weapons or pellets directly aiming at his right eye and he fell on the spot. The CRPF and Police had been hiding in the dense orchards. Two boys came to his rescue and people assembled and shouted slogans. The boys got hold of him and they were going to take him to a nearby primary health centre, but police didn’t allow the motorcycle (on which my brother was borne) to proceed through the main road, they had to find a different route, via dense orchards which was a tedious and a risky route. At the primary health centre Shrakwara Nowpora the doctors said it’s not their cup of tea to treat a pellet victim as they don’t have the facilities there and they referred him to Sub District Hospital Kreeri. At SDH Kreeri, they said they are helpless and cannot treat my brother. They referred him to SMHS hospital in Srinagar and we took him in an ambulance and reached SMHS hospital in an hour. At SMHS hospital, they urgently operated (a minor surgery) on my brother’s right eye and said that blood has been clotted inside the eye and it would take ample amount of time to treat it. On the later day, doctors said that half of the vision in his right eye is gone and he will only be able to see partially. He sees things but he cannot make out, he only sees the outline of things. He has been admitted here for last four days and there is no news of his discharge. One pellet is still lodged deep inside his eye, and doctors are saying they cannot remove it as it will further damage the eye. He has to live his entire life like that – a vision crippled person.
There are pellet injuries (nearly twenty pellets) all over his body; right side of the head, right hand, right arm, right leg and right thigh. These pellets have not been removed yet. 
Name: Irshad Ahmad Wani
Age: 25 Years 
Parentage: Abdul Qadeer Wani
Address: Beerwah, Budgam
Civil status: Single
Profession: Shop-keeper
Date, Place and Time of Incident: Friday August 12, 2016 near a by lane outside the victim’s home. The incident happened around 4:15 PM.
Circumstances of the incident as narrated by victim himself to The Informative Missive: There was a strict curfew in place and we were sitting in a by lane outside my home. We were around 5 to 6 people. Suddenly boys from other village broke the curfew and were demonstrating, they were raising slogans etc. The Army, Police and CRPF chased the protestors away and while chasing them, they came into the lane where we were sitting and they indiscriminately shot pellets at us which injured my eye. My right eye got badly injured. I have never seen this brutality, the way they shot pellets at us. They rained pellets at houses, the roofs of our houses were singing with the sound of pellets. Thirty people received pellet injuries in their eyes while 170 people were injured with pellets in different parts of their body. In the by lane where I was sitting four to five people received pellet injuries while I received grievous pellet injuries in my eye. They shot pellets at me from close distance. While my eye received one pellet, my body was shot with many pellets. There are pellet injuries in my neck, chest and left arm. Other boys and women of the locality came to my rescue and then my brother took me to a primary health centre in Gundipora. They could not take me to Sub district hospital in Beerwah as the hospital is close to the police station and police men in civvies arrest the injured people. At Gundipora, they referred me to JVC, Bemina and they operated an urgent surgery on my right eye at 10 PM but they didn’t remove the pellet. The pellet is still lodged in my eye. Today they performed another surgery on the eye. Doctors are saying that they cannot guarantee the recovery of vision in the eye; my eye is damaged quite a bit and I can’t see properly. There are shadows of things that I see; I cannot make out the entire object. Doctors are saying that they are waiting if some of the vision in my eye can be recovered, only then can they remove the pellet. They cannot remove the pellets in my eye as removing the pellet can completely damage my eye.  
Any other problems encountered by family: The forces damaged houses in neighbouring villages. In Jamia Masjid Beerwah, they (SOG) and CRPF entered the mosque during Maghreb prayers with their shoes on and arrested a boy from the congregation. They took him to police station Beerwah. 
Name: Umar Yousuf Dar
Age: 17 Years 
Parentage: Mohammad Yusuf Dar
Address: Gundipora, Beerwah Budgam
Civil status: Single
Profession: Student
Date, Place and Time of Incident: Friday August 12, 2016 at Beerwah, Budgam. The incident happened around 3:00 PM. 
Circumstances of the incident as narrated by victim himself to The Informative Missive: On the afternoon of August 12, I left to buy some essentials from the nearby marker. I had to withdraw some cash from the ATM machine and when I neared the ATM booth, I got numb when I saw huge contingent of forces including SOG, CRPF an Army. They fired indiscriminately at all the protestors nearby. I was not part of the protestors, but they targeted me. They targeted my left eye directly with pellets. Another person came and took me to a primary health centre in Gundipora. After that, I don’t know how I reached here at SMHS hospital. 
I can’t see anything from my pellet damaged left eye. Here, doctors stitched it and said that it will take some time but they said that they can’t guarantee about the vision. I have been here for the past twelve days.   

Fear of police profiling keeps pellet victims away from Govt. hospitals

Aug 03: The fear of reprisal by police is forcing pellet victims to move from government hospitals to private hospitals and clinics for treatment.
Despite free treatment and free food available at government hospitals, two of the Srinagar’s private eye-care hospitals have received scores of pellet victims in past three weeks.
Doctors said many pellet victims prefer visiting private hospitals and clinics to avoid police profiling at government hospitals.
“We received 22 patients who were hit by pellets in eyes, face and other parts of the body since July 9,” eye surgeon Dr Yasfir Bashir told Rising Kashmir.
Dr Yasfir, who is also consultant of Ophthalmology at Dr Bashir’s Eye Care Centre, Karan Nagar said many patients have visited the clinic for secondary phase treatment.
“After getting primary treatment at government hospitals, many patients prefer not to visit there again and come to private clinics for secondary treatment to avoid arrests and police cases registered against themselves,” he said.
“We receive pellet victims, mostly youth, every day and most of the injured are hit in their eyes,” he added.
Dr Yasfir said most of the patients and their attendants have cited the fear of being booked by police. 
He said Fazili Eye Care Centre, Baghat Barzulla, has also been receiving pellet victims. “We are in constant touch with them. Many injured go there also for treatment.”
Another eye surgeon, requesting anonymity, said some parents bring their pellet-hit wards to private clinics during night to avoid getting stone-pelting cases registered against them.
Similarly, he said, in other districts also pellet victims prefer to visit private clinics “to save themselves from police detentions”. 
“We have seen many cases in which patients have been operated in government hospital but they prefer to get secondary surgeries done at private hospitals,” the doctor added.
Gulzar Ahmad (name changed) a pellet victim from downtown Srinagar went to a private clinic instead of government hospital for treatment to avoid trouble.
“I was hurt in the eye due to the pellets fired by police and CRPF during peaceful protests recently. I was taken to SMHS hospital for treatment, but I left the hospital soon after I was given first-aid there as I witnessed people, possibly police sleuths, regularly coming and checking the files of patients,” Ahmad said.
“Many boys who were hit by pellets were booked in stone pelting cases by the police. To save myself from the clutches of police, I never went back to any government hospital, but I am now regularly consulting doctors at a private hospital,” he said.

Junaid, 8, was shot for yelling at SHO

 Aug 21: For avenging insult, the Station House Officer (SHO) of Maharaj Gunj Police Station shot at an eight-year-old boy who a day ago had given the police officer a piece of his mind for unnecessarily barging into his house.
Junaid Ahmad Khan, a resident of Qamaldampora, Nawab Bazaar was fired pellets in the chest when he was going to purchase milk.
“After 6 pm when government forces relaxed curfew in our area, my mother told me to buy milk,” Junaid, who is undergoing treatment at SMHS hospital, said narrating the incident when he was shot at. “I was walking toward the milkman’s shop when a speedy police vehicle passed by and everyone but me got aside.”
Explaining how, the SHO targeted him to avenge insult, he said, “SHO Maharaj Gunj, who was in the vehicle, called me, took out his pellet gun, and fired at me.”
What triggered the incident was a deaf policemen’s misunderstanding who locals say “is the cause of problems in the area.”
Explaining how the ‘deaf cop’ misunderstood Junaid for a stone pelter, Junaid’s cousin Faisal said, “Junaid and his cousins were playing carom board when someone from pelted stones at this hearing impaired policeman.”
Faisal said the policeman thought the stone had been pelted from Junaid’s house and was infuriated.
“He along with the SHO barged into the house breaking the door,” he said. “When the family shouted for help, the neighbors defied the curfew and came to their rescue and the Police retreated.”
However, Junaid, yelled at the SHO, who, Faisal said a minute before the neighbors arrived had been threatening the family members of “dire consequences”.
Unable to come to the grips that an eight-year-old boy had yelled at him, Faisal said, the SHO scolded Junaid before leaving the house.
“Next day the SHO shot Junaid,” Faisal said.
Neighbors who are attending Junaid at the hospital also believe the SHO had shot Junaid in vengeance.
“We all were on roadside buying vegetables when Junaid was singled out and targeted,” one of the neighbours said.
However, SHO Maharaj Gunj Police Station said, “I didn’t have any argument with the kid and didn’t fire at anyone.”
The firing on the minor is not an aberration but now a norm after the government forces targeted Insha Malik, 14 with pellets while she was studying in her kitchen.
Four-year-old Zohra Majeed was also injured in pellet firing by paramilitary CRPF when her uncle was parking a car near their house.
Five-year-old boy Nisar Ahmad Khan was injured while returning home with his father and grandfather when he was beaten by the police.

Pellets snatch both eyes of Srinagar youth

Aug 27: On Friday evening, as he was returning home from the marriage ceremony of a relative, Dawood Ahmed had dreams of his marriage in his eyes. A few moments later, pellets replaced everything in his eyes.
In Ward 7 of SMHS Hospital, 22 year old Dawood from Kawdara Srinagar is surrounded by friends and relatives. Outside the Ward, a group of women, who were to become his relatives, sit, condoling his family. All set to get engaged after Eid, Dawood’s would-be-in-laws have all rushed to the hospital after hearing the news of his injury.
Many of them see him for the first time, with his both eyes hit by pellets.
Dawood was to get engaged but the ceremony had been postponed due to prevailing situation. The event had now been scheduled for late September, after Eid-ul-Adha.
His father runs after a doctor, asking questions about his treatment. Doctors pacify him, tell him they would do their best, and ask him to pray.
When media asked about the condition of Dawood’s eyes, an eye surgeon shook his head in dismay. “Both his eyes are badly damaged,” he said. “We have done the preliminary surgery, but cannot comment at this stage. The injuries are severe,” he added.
Doctors Friday night carried out primary, emergency repair of Dawood’s right eye.
His family alleged that security forces target-fired at him. “A relative’s marriage at Nawa Kadal had commenced and he was returning from there, along with a few friends. Forces fired at them,” his father says. “He was not in a protest. This was not accidental. He was just fired at,” he adds.
On the bed opposite to Dawood’s, Suhail Farooq from south Kashmir’s Kulgam district curses his fate. “I received pellets in my back and ran for my life,” he says. “At one point, I stopped and turned to see if they (forces) were still chasing me,” he goes on. It was then, Suhail says, that pellets fired by the forces hit his left eye. “If only I had not turned back,” he says.
This 25 year old Salesman from Bugam village was preparing to participate in an Ijtima (public meeting) at Higher Secondary School Bugam Saturday morning around 08:30 a.m. “To foil the gathering, they fired shells and pellets, like rain,” he says. “His eye is badly damaged,” doctors said.
When Suhail received pellets in his eye, another 25 year old from his village was hit by a teargas canister on his head.
Mudasir Ahmed Bhat, doctors said, has lost his left eye to the injury, his face bones and nose fractured too.
“If the shell has broken his bones, you can imagine what it will do to his eye,” Ophthalmologists said. 
A postgraduate in Physical Education, Mudasir had prepared hard to get a job as a fitness trainer, his friends said.
“What will he do now,” they asked.
Ward 07, 8 and 9 of SMHS Hospital have once more been flooded by youth with eyes injured by pellets. Hospital authorities said 30 people with injuries to eyes due to pellets had been brought to hospital in 24 hours since Friday afternoon. In the past four days, two youth have lost both eyes to pellets.

JKCCS campaign against pellet guns use 

Aug 03: Speaking against the excessive use of pellets that have rendered hundreds of civilians injured, a human rights group in collaboration with a creative agency has started an online campaign “Kashmir Blind Spot”.
 (
Campaign Poster
)[image: PELLET]Jammu & Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) has created posters with text written in braille script to make the “blind world” aware about the sufferings of people in Kashmir. “When you don’t see eye to eye with the brutal occupation in Kashmir. This is how they make you see their point,” reads a campaign poster.
Programme Coordinator, JKCCS, Khurram Parvez said the campaign was aimed to make the world notice the use of pellet guns against civilians in Kashmir. “We want to make a larger point with this campaign about the State aggression and draw the international attention towards Kashmir. The world has gone blind towards the situation in Kashmir,” Parvez said.
The local rights group has created a special webpage for its campaign against pellet guns and included Quick Response (QR) codes on the posters directing the viewers to its website. “Scan this QR code to know more about the carnage. Tweet #KashmirBlindSpot and share this poster widely on social media to make the world take notice,” the poster created by the local ad agency BlackSheep.Works.
A spokesperson of JKCCS said the rights groups would share the campaign with politicians, academicians, civil society and students in different countries of the world. “These 12-guage, pump-action shotguns first put to use during the 2010 uprising are maiming and blinding the unarmed civilians which include kids as young as 5-year-old and elderly as old as eighty,” the spokesperson said.
There has been a growing opposition against the use of pellets by armed forces in Valley. More than 210 patients with pellet injuries in eyes have been admitted in the Ophthalmology unit of Shri Maharaja Hari Singh hospital in Srinagar since June 8. Jammu and Kashmir High Court on Tuesday gave two weeks time to the state and Centre governments to file a response on a PIL seeking complete ban on the usage of pellet guns in Kashmir.

JKCCS PREE STATEMENTS

Every month JKCCS issue statements on wide-range of human rights issues this month as well JKCCS issued press statements on the current situation in Kashmir that erupted after the killing of militant commander Burhan Wani on July 8. To choke the protests state agencies used every possible violent means.    
· IN SERVICE OF THE STATE
MEDALS FOR POLICE WHO SUPPORT VIOLENCE AND IMPUNITY
15 August 2016 marks the 70th Indian Independence Day and the 38th day of the present siege of Jammu and Kashmir. Over the last 37 days, the State has unleashed widespread and systematic violence against the people of Jammu and Kashmir with 60+ killings, 6500+ injured including 100+ partially or totally blinded by pellet shotguns. These 37 days mirror the conditions under which people have lived for decades with the last 26 years having resulted in 70, 000+ killings, 8000+ enforced disappearance, and countless cases of torture and sexual violence.
		As in the past, the State has sought to control and suppress people through telecommunication clampdowns, denial of all rights including peaceful assembly, isolation from the international media, United Nations and other international organizations and through brutal violence at the hands of armed forces personnel including the Jammu and Kashmir police. All institutions – political, administrative, judicial and military – are rendered subservient to the territorial and martial interests of the Indian State, with an absolute disregard for the rule of law. Such service is in fact rewarded and encouraged through cash and other awards, medals and out of turn promotions. This system of rewarding violence has turned the armed forces personnel such as the police into mercenaries.
		Today, the Indian Ministry of Home Affairs has released a list of armed forces personnel to be awarded by the State on the occasion of Independence day. Most notably, present Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, Syed Javed Mujtaba Gilani, is to be awarded the President’s Police Medal for Distinguished Service, 2016. As the focal point of local police action over the last 37 days, IGP Gilani is primarily responsible and accountable for acts and omissions of police and other personnel under his effective control and command. In addition to killings and injuries, the police, under the control of IGP Gilani, have sought to ensure impunity for all action by refusing to file FIR’s – including in the case of DSP Yasir Qadri who is accused of murder and the case has been litigated by the local government and police all the way to the Supreme Court. Further, in his public statements, IGP Gilani has supported the ongoing violence and sought to criminalize protestors thereby legitimizing further violence.
		The awarding of IGP Gilani follows a familiar pattern where the Indian State awards persons who are prepared to use any and all violence in State interests and subvert truth and justice. In the past too, police personnel such as ex-DGP Kuldeep Khoda, ADGP SM Sahai, SSP Anand Jain and SSP Altaf Ahmad Khan have been awarded despite facing serious human rights allegations. This time too, DSP Ashiq Hussain Tak and Inspector Syed Gazanfar are being awarded the Police medal for Gallantry despite accusations of civilian killings [DSP Tak is accused in the July 2011 killing of Nazim Rashid Shalla and Inspector Gazanfar of the June 2011 killing of Junaid Ahmad Khuroo – both from Sopore]. Anger at the violence and support for the perpetrators, and frustration at the lack of any accountability and justice has led to local calls for action against police personnel and their families that Government of India, that claims to seek to win the trust of the people, has once again chosen to disregard by further rewarding violence.
		On 15 August, Jammu and Kashmir will be under curfew [as it has been for the last 37 days]. The rewarding of IGP Gilani will serve as yet another reminder of the role of the Indian State in Jammu and Kashmir.
· PAKISTAN AND INDIA MUST GIVE ACCESS TO UN LED ENQUIRY
On 17 August 2016, on the 40th day of the State siege of Jammu and Kashmir, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, principal human rights official of the UN, in a public statement expressed concern of the UN, and in effect the international community, for the ongoing violence in Jammu and Kashmir. The High Commissioner while noting the seriousness of allegations of excessive use of force and “state sponsorship of violence” regretted the failure of Indian and Pakistani authorities to allow a UN team access to Jammu and Kashmir to carry out an independent analysis of the situation.
41 days of State violence has resulted in 70+ killings, 8000+ injured including 100+ partially or totally blinded by pellet shotguns. But, the violence is escalating with incoming reports of the State seeking to further choke the people of Jammu and Kashmir by shutting down supplies of essential commodities.
Thus far, no action has been taken against any of the State forces responsible for the violence over the last 41 days, and petitions before the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir, and the Indian Supreme Court, have yet to lead to any definitive proceedings against the State even in individual cases. A feature of State sponsored violence, including in the past, has been total impunity for State forces. The State response to Jammu and Kashmir is best symbolized by the recent police action in Bengaluru, Karnataka, against Amnesty International India for the holding a program on human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir. The filing of an FIR against a reputed international organization for holding a peaceful program on questions of justice must draw urgent attention to the critical situation of the people of Jammu and Kashmir who continue to be denied all basic fundamental rights. Any attempt to protest is met with violence with the intent to kill or seriously injure.
The UN and international community must resist the recent denial of Government of India to allow access to Jammu and Kashmir. The UN High Commissioner in his public statement rightly noted that without access the UN could only fear the worst. With India to be subjected to its Universal Periodic Review by the UN Human Rights Council in 2017, pressure must be mounted on Government of India to immediately allow the intervention of the UN human rights bodies. An independent UN fact-finding must be the necessary first step. Refusal by India to allow access must lead to a special session of the UN Human Rights Council on Jammu and Kashmir as a part of its regular session in September, 2016.
On its part, Government of Pakistan must immediately review its position and invite the UN High Commissioner and his team to visit parts of Jammu and Kashmir under Pakistani administration.
The present political and humanitarian crisis in Jammu and Kashmir cannot be solved by repressive State measures of violence and isolation. It is time for an immediate intervention of UN human rights bodies in Jammu and Kashmir.

SMHS patients, docs suffer due to teargas shelling

Aug 05: Police and paramilitary CRPF forces fired teargas shells to disperse people who had assembled in the SMHS hospital to offer funeral prayers of a Budgam man, who succumbed to bullet injuries at the hospital in the evening. 
Some of the teargas shells, according to the eyewitnesses, landed inside the premises of the hospital.
A volunteer working at the hospital, identifying himself as Muzamil, said people had gathered outside the casualty/emergency to offer funeral prayers of Sameer Ahmad Wani of Khansahab Budgam, who was brought dead to the hospital. Wani had bullet injury in his abdomen.
“People had carried the body in procession on the road outside the emergency for prayers when police and CRPF fired teargas shells and pepper gas on the people,” said Hussain.
“The action by forces created panic and people shouted anti-police and anti-Government slogans,” he said.
	Another volunteer Meraj-ud-Din said the forces ran after the people and tried to take the possession of the body.
“The shelling continued for at least 10 to 15 minutes. Some of the shells landed insides the premises of the hospital,” said Meraj.
An attendant, Mushtaq Ahmad whose son is being treated for pellet injuries in eyes, said following the shelling, people rushed inside the hospital along with the body.
“The police tried to take control of the body but people resisted,” Ahmad said.
Amid the chaos, he said the forces ran after the people from causality and OPD side while the shelling continued.
“But we took the body inside the hospital,” said Ahmad.
A doctor, wishing anonymity, while criticizing the action by the forces, also confirmed that some of the teargas shells landed inside the hospital premises.
“Don’t they (forces) understand that there are hundreds of patients, some of them critical, admitted in the hospital? The shelling and the pepper gas worsens the situation of the patients and makes the job of doctors difficult,” said the doctor.
In the month of June the forces had resorted to shelling in the premises of the hospital, some of the shells had landed in the corridor of the hospital.
The use of force by the police and CRPF personnel had created panic among attendants as well as patients. Some of the women attendants, who had assembled in the Casualty corridor, were in shock amid sobs.
“They don’t even spare the hospital. Don’t they have a human heart,” cried Haneefa Begum. Her son was operated upon on August 3 for pellet injuries in his eyes.

Access Denied 
UNHRC seeks access to Kashmir to probe allegations of human rights violations

Aug 17:  Voicing concern over alleged human rights violations, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra'ad al-Hussein appealed to both India and Pakistan to grant his team access to Jammu and Kashmir as well as PoK.
The UNHRC sought access for a team to “thoroughly look into and verify allegations of violations of international law to be able to establish the facts accurately, particularly given the conflicting and competing claims on both sides”
"I deeply regret that our requests for access have not been granted," said the High Commissioner who has sought access for a team to visit both Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) to independently and thoroughly look into allegations of human rights violations.
Zeid said it was "unfortunate" that access hasn't been granted yet considering "the seriousness of the allegations of the use of excessive force, allegations of state sponsorship of violence, as well as the number of people killed and the very large number of people injured."
The human rights office wants its team on the ground in Kashmir to interview victims, witnesses and security forces and to independently assess the situation. "We requested full and unhindered access to the affected population, to interview a variety of individuals on the ground, including victims, witnesses, security forces, and with access to relevant documentation.
Such access would enable us to provide an independent and fact-based analysis of the situation," he said in a statement. "Without access, we can only fear the worst," Zeid added. "I reiterate our request for access."
According to a recent report by The Times of India, New Delhi will reject a UN request to send a team of investigators to the Muslim-majority region following a recent uptick in unrest which is the worst in the region since 2010. 
The paper added that New Delhi has prepared a “carefully-worded” response letter to the UN request, saying that a visit by a UN Human Rights Council team is “not required.”
The letter has touched on "several measures the Indian government has taken to restore normalcy" in Kashmir and accused Pakistan of "overt role in aggravating the situation," the daily said.

Alleged perpetrator
Ex-JK top cop Farooq Khan is new administrator of Lakshadweep

Aug 17: Retired IPS officer and National Secretary of BJP Farooq Khan, who once spearheaded anti-militancy operations in Jammu and Kashmir, was today appointed the Administrator of Lakshadweep.
Khan, a 1994 batch IPS officer who retired in 2013, is currently BJP's Secretary incharge of Northeast. His appointment as Lakshadweep Administrator was cleared by the Union Home Ministry earlier in the day, official sources said.
Khan was the first Muslim from Jammu and Kashmir to get a prominent place in the BJP within 15 months of his joining the party. He had joined the BJP at an election rally in the presence of Narendra Modi, who was then the party's prime ministerial candidate.
He retired as head of the Sher-e-Kashmir Police Academy Udhampur in the rank of Inspector General of Police.
The former IPS officer shot to prominence in the mid 1990s when he became the first head of the anti-militancy Task Force popularly known as Special Operations Group.
During his tenure at the helm of the counter-insurgency operations, Khan led various operations against militants and was known for sharp strategizing skills.
The 63-year-old Khan also had his share of controversies which included gunning down of five civilians at Pathribal in South Kashmir. After enquiries made at various levels followed by a CBI probe, Khan was given a clean chit and army officers were held responsible for the killings.
A recipient of President's police medal for meritorious service and many commendations by the army and other security agencies, Khan's entry into the BJP fold was seen as a move to woo Muslim voters in Poonch and Rajouri area.
His grandfather Colonel (retired) Peer Mohammad Khan, who was in the army of Maharaja Hari Singh, was the first state president of the Jammu and Kashmir Jana Sangh.

Bijbehara defies ‘arrogant’ SHO’s dictates

Aug 21: For the first time in the past six weeks of siege and popular rebellion, the Bijbehara town is bustling with wide open shops and throngs of shoppers, defying the ban imposed by Station House Officer Arshid Ahmed Khan. On August 20, evening, Khan attacked a group of shopkeepers who had opened their shops after 6 pm. He fired several pellet cartridges that injured four shopkeepers, including Ali Muhammad Tak, a cloth merchant, and Gowhar Salroo, a cosmetics dealer. He also attacked a pharmacy, Darul Salamah, throwing a pepper grenade inside the shop and hitting the chemist, Muhammad Shafi, who was serving the customers at the time. According to eyewitnesses, the SHO beat him ruthlessly, dragged him and took him into custody. The high-handedness of the SHO has enraged people as he stands accused of subjecting the town to his unceasing terror, earning a title of “pagal SHO” as testified by the graffiti on shops and roads at several places in the town.
On August 21, Sunday, soon after the clocks showed 6pm, the shopkeepers in town came out in strength cleaning their front pavements and opening their shops. In no time hundreds of besieged townsfolk came out to shop in strength. The scene and the rush were akin to the shopping rush of the night before Eid.
Hundreds of women were busy shopping for soaps, kidswear and groceries. When asked about the sudden opening of so many shops, one of the shopkeepers said: “We want to demonstrate to Mehbooba Mufti that she cannot crush our spirit through terror tactics as displayed by her SHO Arshid Khan. Our spirit cannot be crushed by terrorist acts of police or the military. Today, all the traders had decided that the best answer to yesterday’s attacks was to open shops in full strength”.  Another shopkeeper accused the local SHO of deliberately creating trouble by resorting to violence against shopkeepers. “The SHO is openly claiming he will do whatever he pleases and has full authority from the government “.
A member of the shopkeepers’ body said they remain committed to the Hurriyat calendar and will continue to demonstrate peacefully in the cause of freedom.
Several shoppers were busy buying essential supplies in bulk. A mother who carried six large packs of diapers and an assortment of baby soaps and creams said she feared a strict economic blockade and further rise in tensions. “I want to ensure I have adequate supplies for my baby,” she said.
Several people were seen carrying bulk loads of lentils, dry milk and cooking oil to “weather out the forthcoming economic blockade”.
Meanwhile, Muhammad Shafi, the chemist who was beaten and arrested by Arshid Khan on Saturday, remained in police custody on charges of being a militant sympathiser, according to local traders who went to the police station to plead for his release. Shafi, according to some reports, had recently taken part in some public demonstrations. “This could be the main reason why he was attacked and arrested by the police”, said a local lawyer.
Efforts to contact the SHO did not meet with success.

Army major chants azadi slogans

Aug 01: Curious scenes, recorded on mobile phone cameras for posterity, were witnessed in Vessu village of Qazigund of an Indian Army officer full-throatedly shouting ‘Hum Kya Chaahte? Azadi!’, ‘Hum Kya Chaahte? Azadi!’, ‘Nara-e-Takbeer, Allah-u-Akbar!’
Not just this, there were Kashmiri youth carrying the army officer on their shoulders, cheering as he chanted the slogans and his subordinate troops chanted after him.
The drama began at 5:30pm in the evening when locals were offering Asr prayers in the local mosque. The major of the army’s Rashtriya Rifles unit in the area along with a few soldiers arrived at the mosque to ask the whereabouts of the local Auqaf committee’s president. Witnesses said that people laid a cordon around the officer and his men, then closed in on the catch.
“The loudspeaker of the mosque was as usual playing pro-freedom songs, which had attracted a large gathering. The major and his men were cordoned off by the local youths, leaving them no escape,” witnesses said.
Sensing trouble, the major tried to wriggle out of the situation by suddenly shouting, “Hum Kya Chaahte? Azadi!”, “Nara-i-Takbeer, Allah-u-Akbar!”
“The youth then lifted the major on their shoulders and asked him to shout the slogans once again. When he did so, all the people and the soldiers who had come with him also repeated the slogans. The activity continued for about twenty minutes. It was filmed on mobile phones by many young men there,” witnesses said.
The youths later asked the major and his men to leave the place and “warned them of dire consequences if they ever tried to come again to threaten the people.”
Later, Superintendent of Police of Anantnag came to the village and enquired asked the people who had gathered on the Srinagar-Jammu Highway to vacate the road.
“But again the angry youths asked the police officer to leave immediately or the situation would turn ugly. The police officer and his men left without any delay,” witnesses said.
When army spokesperson NN Joshi was asked about this incident, he said he had no knowledge of it, “as the current situation is being handled by CRPF and police.” Later, Joshi rang up the office of media and said “nothing has happened there.”

BJP leaders have fled the Valley; cavalcade of another minister pelted with stones

Aug 01: Eminences of both the ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the opposition National Conference (NC) have gone into hiding after the pro-freedom leadership asked people to ostracise them. Legislators, ministers and senior functionaries of the two parties are nowhere to be seen. The vanishing act has become necessary after another minister’s convoy was pelted with stones on August 1. For the second time in three days, reinforcements had to be rushed to north Kashmir to secure passage for a minister’s cavalcade.
Rural development and parliamentary affairs minister Abdul Haq Khan was confronted by angry protesters in Tangdhar area of north Kashmir on August 1. Sources said that Khan had chosen to tour the area because the situation was relatively relaxed in the border region where army rules the roost.
Dozens of people waylaid the minister’s cavalcade and hurled stones at the minister’s vehicle. The police and paramilitary personnel accompanying the minister swung into action to disperse the protesters, sources said.
This is the third attack on PDP leaders in the Valley since the public uprising began in Kashmir after the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8. Last Saturday, education minister and government spokesman Naeem Akhtar’s cavalcade was waylaid by protesters at Sumbal on Srinagar-Bandipora highway. The protesters hurled stones on Akhtar’s bulletproof vehicle and halted the movement of the cavalcade for some time. It was after reinforcements were rushed to the spot that Akhtar and legislator Yasir Reshi were “rescued” from the area.
Last month, PDP’s Pulwama legislator Muhammad Khalil Bandh was attacked by protesters at Prichoo village in the southern district. Bandh was travelling during the night hours, quite oblivious of the presence of protesters on the way. Officials said that after his vehicle was waylaid, the driver lost control of the steering wheel and rammed the vehicle into a tree. The lone PSO accompanying the former minister called up the local police who rescued and later hospitalised Bandh. He was treated at the army’s base hospital in Srinagar before being flown out to Delhi. Sources said that his bone socket and joint have been dislocated.
All legislators and ministers belonging to the BJP have fled from the Valley since the uprising started. Deputy chief minister Nirmal Singh, forest minister Lal Singh, and health minister Bali Bhagat occasionally arrive for an overnight stay but immediately leave after “finishing official work”.
A ruling party legislator told media that he left his constituency in south Kashmir on July 11 to “confine myself in the residential quarter in Srinagar.”
“My well-wishers in the constituency including my close relatives do not allow me to venture out. I am almost caged at my official residence,” he said.
Pro-freedom groups have asked people to ostracise the pro-India politicians until they tender a public apology and join the Kashmir’s mainstream fight for freedom. Following the announcement, a senior functionary of the opposition NC, Iftikhar Misgar, quit the party and joined the pro-freedom agitation. Misgar fought two back-to-back assembly elections in Anantnag on NC ticket, contesting against Mufti Muhammad Sayeed and then his daughter Mehbooba Mufti. He lost both times.

‘Mainstream’ politicians all cooped up in fortified shelters

Aug 26: Facing social boycott in their native places, leaders and workers of pro-India political parties have gathered in highly fortified government accommodations in capital Srinagar, many of them with families and close relatives. Several leaders and office bearers of the pro-India parties, especially the ruling Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), have occupied rooms and quarters in high-security zones. The authorities have intensified security around these accommodations to prevent attacks on the inmates.
An official in the hospitality and protocol department told media that after protests broke out in Kashmir following the killing of Burhan Wani, scores of legislators and political workers descended on Srinagar to stay confined within official accommodations. The official said that a dozen legislators of the ruling PDP are staying at Circuit House. Many rooms have been rented out to senior workers of the party and also to several legislators of the BJP and the opposition National Conference.
“Normally, the rooms were occupied by members of visiting delegations and the relatives or acquaintances of the top bureaucrats and politicians, but this time, as we rarely get visitors from outside the Valley due to the present circumstances, the Circuit House rooms have been given to local politicians,” the official said. He refused to divulge names of the new boarders.
“Most of these politicians remain glued to TV screens and occasionally come down for meals in the restaurant. They seldom go out or are visited by people,” he said.
Several legislators who have been allotted flats and residential quarters at MLA hostel, Jawahar Nagar and Tulsi Bagh are also confined to accommodations owned by the estates department. Sources said that most of the legislators were rarely putting up at these accommodations before the public uprising started in Kashmir.
“They (legislators and politicians) were going back to rural areas even when the assembly was in session. But now they are permanently stationed in the high-security official accommodations,” the official said.
At Jawahar Nagar, a wall-fencing opposite the public park was painted with the word “collaborator”, which was painted over by the officials. Sources said police and paramilitary domination has been intensified around official accommodations at Jawahar Nagar, Tulsi Bagh, Jahangir Chowk and Chanapora areas.
The road leading to circuit house is barricaded with concertina wire and alert guards do not allow visitors unless their identity is found okay. The road leads to the official residences of several ministers and top government officials besides the private office of Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.
The legislators and pro-India politicians have thronged the security zones after the pro-freedom leadership asked people to ostracise them. There have been since then several attacks on residential houses and properties of the ruling party legislators. The latest attack occurred in Shopian where protesters attempted to torch MLA Muhammad Yousuf Bhat’s house. The pro-India politicians are also terrified by the attack on Pulwama legislator Muhammad Khalil Bandh, whose vehicle met an accident after protesters attacked it with stones. Bandh sustained a fracture in his leg and is recuperating in Delhi.


Kashmir’s Civil Agitation and Resignations

The ongoing uprising, after Burhan Wanis killing, against Indian rule has mount enormous social pressure on pro-Indian politician and police officials, who are on forefront to counter the peoples’ uprising.  The pressure forced some of the politicians, having allegiance with different political parties, to resign publicly to ease out the mounting pressure. In one incident, two policemen also resigned publicly. A call for resignation was also made by pro-freedom leadership.  
· Two more pro-India politicians resign
Aug 02: Ghulam Hassan Zargar, a BJP leader who had unsuccessfully contested 2014 assembly polls resigned at a pro-freedom rally in Bugam.
On July 31 night, NC member Iftikhar Misgar, who had contested two elections, resigned in a similar fashion at Anantnag. He had also shouted pro-freedom and anti-India slogans.
Reports said an Awami Itehad Party (AIP) leader from Anantnag also resigned on August 2.
· NC activists resign en masse in Anantnag village
Aug 05: As resistance leadership has asked the people to paste bills on the houses of panches,  sarpanches and other political activists, asking them to support the raging anti-India uprising, several  staunch activists of National Conference including a sarpanch and party halqa president on August 5 announced their resignation at Khiram, the most populous village in Bijbehara assembly segment.
Pro-freedom protesters also attacked the houses of two pro-Indian politicians, including a sitting minister, Aesia Naqash, and MLA from Khansahab constituency Hakeem Mohammad Yaseen.
At Khiram, the resignation letters on behalf of political activists were read out at Jamia Masjid Khiram, which also houses the holy relic of prophet Mohammad (SAW), soon after the Friday sermon.
The letter was read out by Imam of the Masjid and custodian of holy relic , Nizam-u-din, on behalf of NC halqa president and sarpanch and other political activists.
“We announce our resignation from the party. By today we won’t be associated with any mainstream political party and will extend our all possible support to the ongoing mass movement,” the joint resignation letter by NC activists read.
Last Friday, a PDP worker and sarpanch of another locality of the same village had announced resignation from his position.
“I announce resignation as Panchayat head of the village and dissociate myself from any political party. From today I will support the cause people are fighting for,” the PDP activist had announced after the Friday sermon last week from the same stage.
Last week, NC leader and the party’s youth general secretary who fought two elections unsuccessfully on party ticket announced his resignation at a sit-in protest program organised by the people in Cheeni Chowk area of the town.
The NC leader while announcing his resignation vowed to fight for Kashmir’s freedom from “Indian occupation”.
He also raised pro-freedom and anti-India slogans like “Bharat ke Aiwanoo ko Aag laga do Aag laga do’.
In central Kashmirs Khan Sahab, reports said that the people took out a huge pro-freedom rally after Friday prayers and threw stones at the house of Yasin.
In Habak area of Srinagar, the reports stated that the people attacked the house of Minister of state health, Aesia Naqash.
· 22 Panches quit parties to join uprising in Pulwama
Aug 21: As many as 22 former panchayat members, including two sarpanches in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district, on Sunday announced to quit the pro-India parties and join the ongoing resistance movement.
The panches and sarpanches associated with the ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and opposition National Conference (NC), whose five-year term ended last month, made the public announcement hours after villagers put up posters at their houses asking them to abandon pro-India parties, witnesses told media. The former panchayat members sought forgiveness from the people at the bus stand Rahmoo this afternoon, and pledged to take part in the ongoing freedom movement.
“We swear by Allah that from now onwards, we will not be part of any pro-India party or a panchayat body. We will stand shoulder to shoulder with our brethren and take part in the resistance movement,” Ali Mohammad Dar, who has been sarpanch of Rahmoo-A, told the gathering.
Hundreds of people who had assembled at the bus stop chanted pro-Azadi slogans as the pro-India members announced their decision.
Abdul Gani Dar, a former panch, said that they have not taken a decision to shun pro-India parties under compulsion or coercion. The decision, he said, has been taken because of the oppression unleashed by the government forces to crush the public uprising.
A former police officer, Ghulam Rasool Dar, also addressed the gathering and asked people to remain steadfast and disciplined.
“India has oppressed our nation from 1947. From 70 years, they have tried every method to crush the freedom sentiment, but they have never succeeded,” Dar said.
He asked the people to follow the calendar issued by the pro-freedom leaders.
“Those in government service don’t need to give up their jobs. All they need to do is to keep the flame of freedom in their hearts. They have to remain associated with tehreek,” he said.
Meanwhile, on the call of the pro-freedom leadership, many locals pasted posters at the house of PDP district president Pulwama Advocate Abdul Gani Dar and asked him to quit the pro-India party to join the freedom movement.
· Two cops resign publicly
Aug 22: Locals said that two Special Police Officers (SPOs) of Special Operations Group, Firdous Ahmed and Waseem Ahmed Sheikh, told the locals that they want to resign from the Police Department publicly.
“On August 22 evening, Waseem Ahmed (driver) a resident of Behrampora posted at SDPO office Rafiabad Sopore publicly resigned while another cop Firdous Ahmed, a resident of Thakgund Sopore, though didn’t emerge in the village send a word that he too will resign from the job,” said an eyewitness.
Locals said that shortly after the killing of a local Hurriyat activist Fayaz Ahmed Rather on 29 July last month at the hands of “unknown” gunmen, people had asked local policemen to resign from the department.
“Both the cops on August 22 evening announced their resignations. But so far, only Waseem Ahmed made a public announcement in this regard while Firdous Ahmed has promised to do so,” said locals.
A police official, however, said that “nobody has tendered his resignation”.
“I don’t know what you mean by saying resigning publicly. There is a procedure and so far no cop has tendered his resignation,” he said.
· CPM, NC workers resign publicly
Aug 26: In Anantnag, several political activists in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district on August 26 publicly announced their resignation from pro-India politics.
Local news agency CNS reported that half a dozen workers affiliated with the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and one with the National Conference publicly announced their resignations. Their resignations were read out in public by the Imam at Bogam village of the district.
The locals identified these workers as Ali Muhammad Koka, Muhammad Yousuf Koka, Fayaz Ahmed Koka, Muhammad Yousuf Rather, Ghulam Hasan Rather, Ghulam Nabi Hajam, all CPM activists, and Mushtaq Ahmed Shah of the NC. All these workers pledged to support the ongoing anti-India movement.
Confirming the news, a police official said that political activists were parting ways in restive areas under “public pressure” and out of fear.
	Scores of political workers and panchs and sarpanchs resigned publicly a few days ago in hamlets of Pulwama district.

Vandalism, blockade by forces to avenge the people’s participation in protests

Failing to curb spreading raging protests even after killings, blinding and maiming people, the state forces across Kashmir resorted to massive vandalism and blocked the essential supplies at many places. Not only residential houses and vehicles were damaged even religious places were not spared by them. It is difficult to calculate the actual damaged caused by these forces but it was widespread. It seems that the vandalism was done to terrify people to dissuade them from joining the protests. Herein below some the incidents are being incorporated:  
· At Langate, forces retaliate with joint attack on residential, commercial structures
Aug 08: A joint group of army, police, and paramilitary CRPF went berserk in Shallipora and Jamia Mohallah villages at Langate, Kupwara, on August 8, Sunday and damaged the residents’ properties, the locals said.
The group, according to locals, barged into the houses between 4 to 6 pm, and damaged window panes, doors, and household items.
“The group damaged window panes worth Rs 50,000 and a glass room worth Rs1.5 lakh of my newly-constricted house. My motorbike and refrigerator were also broken.  We could not do anything when they entered our house. We just tried to hide to save ourselves,” Ghulam Mohuddin, a resident of Shalipora, told media.
Mohammad Abdullah Mir of the same locality said that besides damaging his house, the forces also broke his car.
“Inside my home, they kept on shouting koyi hae (is anybody here?). But I, my wife, and our two children hid inside a room, keeping mum. In the rampage, my wife was hit in her leg. She received nine stitches in it at Langate Sub-District Hospital later,” he said.
The action was response to a group of youth pelting stones at the government forces for a brief period on Sunday afternoon. The youth, as per the locals, threw stones when some vehicles of police and CRPF were on their way to 30 RR camp.
“They (police and CRPF) returned with army soldiers. Led by police, the forces dispersed the protesters with teargas and pellets.  Once the Langate street was cleared, they jointly carried out the attack on the houses,” Firdous Ahmad, a local, said.
“They first entered into a blacksmith’s shop to grab hammers and other tools. Then, a grocery, a hardware store, and a restaurant were attacked one after the other.
“A freezer and other items were taken out from the restaurant and destroyed on the street. Rice sacks and oil tins were destroyed too,” he added.
“Five cars, six shops, and more than 10 houses were damaged. All this happened outside the offices of tehsildar and district forester,” he added.  The two villages are just 100 feet away from the 30 RR camp and half-a-km away from a police post.
	Firdous said tehsildar of the area, M Gani, visited the area and informed his higher-ups about the situation.
When contacted by this newspaper, Gani confirmed the attack.
The local MLA, Abdul Rashed, said that he would personally compensate the losses and would look for ways to take on the forces.
The paramilitary CRPF, however, refuted the incident.
“According to our knowledge, no such incident has happened,” CRPF spokesperson, Bhavesh Chowdry, said.
The army spokesperson, NN Joshi, did not respond to media’s repeated calls.
· Forces damaged vehicles 
Aug 17: Residents of Maharaj Gunj and Batamaloo areas of Srinagar district accused the state forces damaged several parked areas amid curfew in the localities.  
“No protest or any stone-pelting was going in the area. The forces damaged several parked vehicles on roads without any provocation,” said a group of residents of Wazapora area of Maharaj Gunj.  
Residents of Batamaloo also alleged that forces damaged their vehicles. 
They appealed DC Srinagar to look into the matter.
· After night curfew, authorities ‘stop’ supply of milk, veggies to Srinagar
Police on the morning of August 18 barred the entry of several vehicles, carrying essential supplies like milk and veggies, into city.
Witnesses said that around three dozen vehicles carrying milk and vegetables remained stationed at police station Parimpora on the outskirts of Srinagar city.
They said that police stopped the vehicles, which ferry the supply from villages and peripheries to the city population which has remained under siege for the 41st consecutive day.
"Police stopped all the vehicles carrying milk or vegetables for the city at Parimpora. I am stuck here since 6 am," said a milkman over phone to media.
Another vegetable supplier said their vehicles carrying vegetable supplies were also barred to moving ahead of the Parimpora police station.
· Kashmir: Soldiers desecrate Mosque, cut water supply and break Hamam slabs in Bandipora village
Aug 18: ‘The army has not spared even the stones’ is the refrain of most residents of Saderkote Bala village in Bandipora district.
One by one, the residents recount what they call as the “reign of terror” by the army.
‘Water supply stopped’
Two water tanks built by the Public Health Engineering department on villagers’ land in 1980 supply about 1.5 litres of water to the village daily. An army camp that was set up in 2006 has occupied the tanks, the residents said. The camp has also encroached on a graveyard nearby.
The army camp, the villagers said, has snapped water supply to the village.
“We spend most part of the day in bringing water from a spring. There are very few potable water sources here,” said Hajra, a resident of Saderkote.
One of PHE workers engaged in operation of water tanks said on condition of anonymity that water supply is in army’s control and “it is up to them to allow us to operate it”.
“Army has denied us access to open the sluice valves of the reservoirs,” he said.
Villagers told media that a dog was let loose on one of the employees who approached the camp for releasing water. He was hospitalized for dog bite, they said.
Mosques vandalised
Five mosques in the five mohallas of the village have been desecrated by the army. The villagers showed mobile phone video of some residents entering a immediately after it was desecrated by the soldiers.
The video shows the mosque floor strewn with copies of the Holy Quran, a digital wall clock and two X-shaped, foldable wooden book rests.
	The soldiers had broken the grill of the space holding mosque audio system and seized the system.
	“The audio system was targeted as they were used to play freedom songs,” said a local Mukhtar Ahmad.
Many villagers can be heard crying in the video at the sight of the Quran on the floor.
“They raided the mosque (Masjid Usman) on Saturday afternoon. At first we thought they only stole the audio system but we were shocked to see the Quran on the floor,” said a village elder.
	The villagers said they had contacted the District Development Commissioner after other mosques were attacked in a similar manner.
	“He assured us that a Tehsildar will conduct enquiry into this incident but no one has turned up yet. We have now cleaned up the mosques because glass shrapnel were all over the floor and could have harmed nimazis,” the elder said.
Livelihood under assault
	Saderkote is famous for stone quarrying and manufacture of stone slabs used in construction of Hamams and ornamental purposes in houses. Hamam slabs are sold by square yard, each yard costing Rs 5,000. These slabs are the main source of income for the villagers. (Also watch Livelihood under assault )
	“They smashed the finished slabs with sledge hammers and crowbars,” said Ali Mohammad, a stone worker.
	“They not only broke the slabs but also broke open some shops and looted potato chips packets, cigarettes and some LPG cylinders,” he said.
	Asked if there have been stone pelting clashes in the area, he said, “We have no dearth of stones but stone fights are not a norm in our area. To attack the army camp is out of question as it situated on Saderkote mountain. The stones will land back in the village if thrown at the camp. They did this only to frighten us into submission.”
Media tried to contact army spokesman NN Joshi but his phone was switched off.
· Army blocks Lolab-Kupwara Highway
Aug 18: Army has allegedly closed the only motorable route to Lolab valley since the protests began on July 8 after the killing of Hizbul Mu­jahideen young commander Burhan Wani.
Residents of Lolab told KNS that since July 8, the army of Zangli Garrison in Lolab closed the road the very next day of for vehicular traffic as well as for the pedestrians.
“We are taking an alternate bypass road which is 4.5 kms long but the unfortunate thing of this road is that it is not yet fit for vehicular traffic,” the residents told KNS.
As per media, the bypass road though fully macadamized is not so wide for two-way traffic.
“On one side of the road is paddy fields and other side of the road is a stream without a bund. The road is not safe for driving condition to drive and no street lighting is installed on it,” the residents said.
“The other unfortunate thing of this road is that its passage is through the slide prone area which is not yet protected. And now the district administration has ordered the passage of both army as well as the paramilitary forces to ply on this road,” they said.
When contacted Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara, Ra­jeev Ranjan refused to answer queries from KNS. Instead, he asked his security guard to take this reporter out of his of­fice.
Rural Development Minis­ter Abdul Haq Khan did not picked up the phone.
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Baseer Ah Khan said that he will look into the matter with concerned authority.
· Now, govt ‘disallows’ flow of essential supplies to Srinagar
Hardships for people of Kashmir worsened on August 19, Friday, with government authorities disallowing reportedly intra-district movement of vehicles carrying essentials, thus creating a humanitarian crisis.
Old Srinagar areas, which remain under day and night curfew, are facing acute shortage of milk, vegetables, baby food and medicines, according to its residents.
While forces didn’t allow Srinagar’s Fruit-and-Vegetable Market at Parimpora to operate for the second consecutive day Friday, reports said scores of milkmen and vegetable vendors were not allowed to enter alleys of Old Srinagar areas by police and paramilitary forces allegedly in bid to make people suffer more and more.
Reports from other district headquarters in Kashmir also revealed that people were facing shortage of essentials including medicines and baby food. Interestingly, the Srinagar-Jammu highway also remains blocked during day-time since the eruption of protests on July 9.
As per local traders, the government authorities don’t allow movement of vehicles carrying milk from South Kashmir to Srinagar. “We were denied access to move towards the city by forces,” said Muhammad Shaban, a milk dealer from southern Pulwama district.  In various parts of Srinagar, there was shortage of vegetables as forces didn’t allow movement of vendors from Parimpora Fruit Mandi.
“From yesterday morning, we were not allowed to operate,” said President of Parimpora Fruit Mandi, Bashir Ahmad Bashir. “All the dealers who had brought essential supplies including milk and vegetables were not allowed to proceed towards the Mandi and asked to return back to their respective places.”
He said: “We were not allowed to open shops by police. We approached the concerned police station but they said they have orders from higher ups not to allow Mandi to operate.”
People in Srinagar are mainly dependent on vegetable supplies from north Kashmir districts of Baramulla, Bandipora, Kupwara, and Central Kashmir’s Budgam district. Pulwama, with highest milk production in Kashmir, caters to milk needs of most of Srinagar areas.
Kashmir Economic Alliance chairman Muhammad Yasin Khan said: “The curfew and blocking of supplies is neither Insaaniyat (Humanity) nor Jamhooriyat (democracy), but Yazidiyat (oppression).”
From milk to vegetables to medicines and oil, nothing is being allowed to be sold even in hours when Hurriyat announces relaxation, he said. “By countering the Hurriyat calendar, the government is only deepening the crises.”
He said police was ransacking shops and hawkers who try to open their outlets during the relaxation period.
“The trader community is being pushed to the wall,” Khan said.
The opposition National Conference too condemned ‘ban’ on supplies.
· A marriage party was attacked by forces
Aug 21: A marriage party was attacked by forces in Trumgund area of Sopore in Baramulla district this afternoon.
Locals said the force personnel fired pellets on the marriage function in the area, injuring nine persons. One of the injured identified as Parvaiz Ahmed Naikoo received pellet injures in chest and was admitted to Sub District Hospital, Kreeri.
· Truckers’ strike brings supply of essentials to halt
Aug 21: As Truckers’ and Oil Tankers’ Associations went on indefinite strike, the supply of essential commodities, petroleum products and export of fruits to outside state are badly hit, with traders fearing scarcity of vitals in coming days in case the strike continues. 
According to Kashmir-based traders, the indefinite strike called by these associations across J&K since August 20, Saturday, has resulted in halting of flow of essential commodities to Kashmir from various parts of India.
Most petrol-cum-diesel outlets on August 20 ran out of supplies as no oil tanker reached here, said retailers. 
“Usually we have two tankers which refill our petrol pump everyday, but none turned up on Sunday,” said a Nowgam-based petrol outlet owner.
The transport organizations, ferrying essential supplies to Jammu and Kashmir, began the "indefinite strike" and calling for halt of supply of commodities in the state, including to state forces, alleging attacks on their trucks in Kashmir.
President of Wholesale Mutton Dealers’ Association, Mehraj-ud-Din, said in case the truckers’ strike continues, there could be an impact on availability of mutton since supply of sheep to Kashmir mostly happens from ‘mandis’ in Delhi and Punjab.
“Eight to 10 truckloads of livestock were loaded on August 21 from various outside mandis and would be on their way to Kashmir. If the strike intensifies, there is a possibility of a complete halt to the supply. Apart from police, we also continue to face threat of local goons in Punjab,” he said.
Similarly, the strike will affect supply of vegetables and other eatables as Kashmir is heavily dependent on outside supplies for meeting the daily needs.
	Kashmir’s mainstay of economy—Horticulture—is also in dire straits following the strike call given by truckers ferrying fruits outside the state, thus resulting in halting of export of fruits, mostly apple, during this peak season.
	President of Sopore Fruit Mandi, Mushtaq Ahmad Tantray, said restrictions imposed by authorities have already hit their business badly. “Now strike by transporters means that fruit won’t be transported to outside markets as they won’t allow trucks to travel on Srinagar-Jammu highway,” he said.
“Already the restrictions have taken a toll on export of fruit. Last year, during this time we used to send around 175 truckloads to outside mandis but this year, only 30 to 35 fruit-laden trucks are sent from Sopore Fruit Mandi to outside, which itself reveals how much slump the fruit industry is witnessing,” he said. “Forces are not even allowing fruit growers from far-flung areas to reach Sopore Fruit Mandi.”
· CRPF men desecrate Gurdwara
Aug 22: At least 15 people suffered injuries during clashes in Salia village of Aishmuqam after police and CRPF personnel tried to foil a pro-freedom rally announced by the locals.
Paramilitary forces smashed the window panes of a Gurdwara. CRPF personnel desecrate Gurdwara in Singpora, Nowgam in South Kashmir. Witnesses said that police and paramilitary troopers reached the village early morning and tried to vandalise the rally venue and chase away the people who were busy in making arrangements.
A large number of people assembled near the venue and held protest demonstrations and clashed with the forces. The forces used tear smoke shells and resorted to cane charge to scatter the protesters, in which at least 15 people and several forces personnel were injured.
The injured were treated at nearby Seer hospital from where two of them were referred to district hospital Anantnag. A doctor posted at SDH Seer said that at least 15 persons with minor injuries were brought to the hospital out of whom two were sent to DH Anantnag, while the rest were discharged after treatment. After facing stiff resistance from the people, the government forces fled the spot after which people went ahead with the programme, witnesses said.
	The CRPF men while moving back to their station allegedly smashed the window panes of a Gurdwara and a residential house in Singpora Nowgam village, triggering joint protests by Muslims and Sikhs of the area.
Secretary of the Gurdwara Committee, Surindar Singh, told media reporters that CRPF men while returning from Salia desecrated the Gurdwara. “They smashed the window panes and electric bulbs of the Gurdwara and hurled stones on some residential houses as well. They fled from the spot only after the Muslims of the area joined us in protests,” Singh told reporters.
· August 14, 15: When Army ran amok in Soibugh to ‘terrorize’ villagers
Aug 23: A young mini-bus driver with a fractured arm, broken jaw and bruised limbs is one among dozens of people ruthlessly beaten by army to “terrorize” the villagers during two raids in central Kashmir’s Soibugh in Budgam district on August 14 and 15.
Bilal Ahmad Malik had just reached his uncle’s home when dozens of army men hurled rocks at the windows before forcing their entry inside the two-storey house.
“They pounced on me, beating my legs with baseball bats for around 10 minutes. During this time they were only asking ‘do you need Burhan?” recounts Malik. “Later, two men caught hold of my legs and two others my arms and tossed me down from the second storey into the alley of the house.”
Another group waiting downstairs dragged Malik for over 50 metres in the courtyard where they hurled abuses and attacked with lathis on everyone, including the women, who tried to save him.
“They were beating and dragging him like animal. I tried to save him but those beasts hit me on my foot,” said his aunt Habli while pointing towards the wound. “One of my daughters was hit so bad on her ear that I thought she lost her eardrum.”
Malik has had two surgeries on his arm at the SKIMS Bemina where he was admitted for four days, but getting back behind the wheel “seems like hoping against hope”.
“I don’t think I will be ever able to move or raise my arm and drive again. I have given up hope,” he says.
Similar stories of beatings, pillage and harassment were repeated by people in Bagat Mohalla of the village.
62-year-old Abdul Rehman Hajam says that he is not able to sleep since August 14 when army men flexed muscles on him while he was trying to save his son.
“Look at the bruises on my legs and back. They don’t let me sleep during the night,” says Rehman as he asks to photograph them.
He said that the army men were carrying sticks, iron rods and axes as they made their way into their house after smashing windowpanes.
“Dozens of army men let hell loose on my son by beating him with sticks and then dragged him out. His 13-year-old daughter was also beaten as she tried to save him,” says Rehman.
“They wanted to terrorize the people for shutting their businesses and taking part in pro-freedom marches.”
After running amok for around 45 minutes, the army men made their way into the house of Rehman’s brother through their kitchen windows.
“They broke the boxes, stole goods, smashed windowpanes before pouncing like animals on my car,” says Bashir Ahmad Hajam while he shows us around his property.
“We thought it is the end of our lives as we hid ourselves in one corner of the house,” says his elderly mother.
A few blocks away from Bilal’s, the family of Ashiq Ahmad Alayee is dumbfounded since August 14 when army men in an “inebriated state” made their way into the house after coming down from the main gate.
“They started with breaking windowpanes and damaging my load carrier and car parked inside. Then they barged into our kitchen where we were having tea,” recounts Ashiq Ahmad Alayee.
Alayee, 23, says that he refused after army men ordered him out. “They asked me to come out and shout pro-Azadi slogans because they wanted to pick up some boys. When I refused, they beat me up with guns and sticks until they broke my arm.”
“More than myself, I fear for the safety of my mother and sisters,” he says.
In the adjoining house of Mohammad Ismail Wani, the story of pillage is depicted by the broken Washing Machine, a dented motorcycle and stolen taps.
The septuagenarian Wani says that he has lost eyesight in his left eye due to teargas shell that was fired into their house.
At the main chowk, shopkeepers narrate the stories of pillage by army men on the afternoon of August 14.
“The army men were seen looting my ready-made garments shop by people from the health centre overlooking the chain of shops at the main chowk,” says Saif-u-din Mir. “I was told that they broke open the locks and dumped the stolen goods on their truck.”
A nearby cellphone shop has also been looted, he said. “I have suffered losses to the tune of Rs 12 lakh. Overall loss to the shops here is more than 60 lakhs,” says Mir.
Earlier, angry youths had hoisted the national flag of Pakistan less than 200 metres from the 2 RR camp, triggering clashes.
Three youths were injured when army men opened fire to disperse the protesters.
Following the army raids, the residents demanded the shifting of army camp. However, on August 16, the village elders were called to the Daharmuna camp for “truce”.
“They (army) apologized for the raids and assured that such incidents will not be tolerated or repeated,” said an elder who was part of the meeting. “This came with a rider: no mass movement of protesters will be allowed on the road passing through the camp. They can cross in groups of three and protest anywhere, but not within 300 metres of the camp.”

Court to CRPF: Why people suffer injuries above knees if your personnel are trained?

Aug 01: Asking the state government to take a “conscious decision” on the use of pellet guns in Kashmir, the high court on Monday questioned CRPF’s claims that only trained personnel were using the deadly ammunition, asking it to explain how large number of people suffered injuries above knees, mostly in eyes.
“They use pellet guns. Their own people suffer. They have to get doctors from outside. It is the problem created by the state itself. They have to take a conscious decision about it,” said a division bench of Chief Justice N Paul Vasanthakumar and Justice Muzaffar Hussain Attar during the hearing of a Public Interest Litigation filed by an NGO— J&K Peoples Forum through its secretary general MM Shuja last month.
“You (CRPF) are discharging the duty of controlling a mob, the crowd, but in a civilized society how you control a mob, because they are your own people. They are not aliens. They have not descended from outer space with their own pellets throwing on you. Treat them as your own people. You are not treating them as your own people,” the bench said.
The observations followed perusal of a compliance report by CRPF’s Director General, Atul Karwal, and submissions by assistant solicitor general of India S A Makroo that the paramilitary personnel handling the pellet guns were “experienced and fully trained.”
“You are not explaining how the injuries are suffered above knee, mostly the eyes are damaged. You are not explaining that. If you are trained, you are saying many things about their training, but you are not saying why the people are suffering injuries above knees and then their eyes are mostly damaged. You are not saying that,” the court said.
Karwal submitted that Indian Ministry of Home Affairs in May this year deployed 60 companies of CRPF including two ‘Mahila (women) companies’ for Amarnath Yatra from June 18 till completion of the Hindu pilgrimage.
“Also in pursuance to the Ministry of Home Affairs order conveyed through fax message on July 11 and 14, 54 training/reserve companies were also deployed additionally in the Kashmir Valley for maintaining law and order situation.
These companies are fully trained to use anti riot equipments etc in law and order duties,” Karwal said.
Each functional Battalion of CRPF has seven companies, out of which one company is always put under training on rotation basis to refresh their operational skills and acquaint themselves with the latest technology, he said.
“They are not companies formed by collecting trainees/recruits from training centre,” he added.
However, the division bench said: “It is very good to mention it on paper  but the situation on the ground is different.”
“It is very good to mention on paper that you are trained, that you are fit to deal with this gun, but on the ground, the situation is different because we have evidence submitted by the state government about the people who have suffered injuries above knees and mostly in their eyes due to pellets. See, if you are controlling a crowd, you have to follow your own standard operating procedure also in doing that.”
It asked the CRPF to think about the use of pellet guns in the light of the statement of Home Minister Rajnath Singh in parliament and also asked it to find an alternative to it.
“Why don’t you think about it? Your own Home Minister said avoid its use. It is the Home Minister of the country saying avoid its use. Why don’t you find alternative methods?” the court said and posted the case for further consideration on August 9.

Media-men continues to suffer for covering Kashmir agitation

This month as well the journalists has been given tough time by the state forces while delivering their professional assignments. Many journalists were beaten; harassed and abused even the curfew passes were not honoured.  Even no respect has been shown towards fairer sex. It appears that the government wants “no coverage” or “favaourable coverage” of its misconduct while dealing with the current situation. Last month, the newspapers were arbitrarily banned for five consecutive days, and it seems that the government was hell bent to block the media by whatever means available to it.   
· KR photojournalist thrashed, used as shield during clash
Aug 08: Kashmir Reader photojournalist Muneeb-ul-Islam was beaten up by government forces at Semthan, Bijerbehara, in Anantnag district on August 8 while covering a protest.
Muneeb said the CRPF troopers also used him as a shield during the clash with stone-throwing protesters.
“First the CRPF troopers thrashed me and then caught me by the collar and put me in line of stones. Two stones hit me,” he said.
· ‘Get curfew passes from Government of India’
Aug 19: The state administration now clearly seems to be losing its grip over forces operating on ground in Kashmir Valley. In a case of failure of state authorities to get their orders implemented, police and paramilitary forces are blatantly disrespecting curfew passes issued by district magistrates to people including journalists, especially in the summer capital Srinagar, and asking them to get the “real curfew passes from Government of India.” Even ambulances are disallowed to move on various routes, forcing the drivers to take alternate routes, much to the inconvenience of patients on-board.
Various civilians, who had obtained a curfew pass from Srinagar district magistrate to see their relatives in hospitals or for other exigencies, were not allowed to move by forces on Friday. Both J&K police and CRPF personnel show no respect to the curfew passes and even urge media-persons to ask the district magistrate to remain “present personally” on all routes for entertaining his passes.
Few days before, the District Magistrate Srinagar Farooq Ahmad Lone had assured journalists that he would issue fresh directions to police to ensure that media persons are able to perform their professional duties without any hassles.
“I had a curfew pass and had to reach SMHS hospital. I proved my identity and showed my curfew pass to CRPF personnel. But they denied me the permission to proceed,” said an ambulance driver at Rainawari here, who was forced to take an alternate route.
In late evening, forces tighten the curfew in Srinagar and its outskirts and don’t allow media persons to move when they are on way to their homes from their offices.
Neyaz Elahi, a journalist working with a local news gathering agency, said it has become a routine for law enforcing agencies to violate the law. 
“Authorities issue curfew passes to facilitate hassle-free movement of people, but men in uniform unfortunately don’t honour these curfew passes. Instead of doing lip-service, the government should seriously look into the matter,” he said.
“In evenings, forces aim guns at media persons and people and beat many with bamboo sticks. They ask us to get curfew passes from Government of India as they don’t recognize the state authorities,” he said.
Seconding him, Sahil Nazir, another journalist, said: “I daily face harassment from CRPF personnel. Sometimes they demand identity card from me and sometimes direct me to show the curfew pass. Even when I show both, they either use foul language or direct me to go back. Occasionally, I am allowed to cross the barricade with the directive to take another route from tomorrow. This is simply pathetic,” he said.
“We think forces have strict instructions to not allow media persons to move in any direction. It, in other words, means an indirect ban on media,” said a group of journalists.
A group of media persons were not allowed to proceed on SP College Link Road on Friday. “The police didn’t entertain our curfew passes and said they have strict instructions not allow anyone to move on this thoroughfare,” they said.
A visit by this reporter to city centre areas revealed that even ambulances were not allowed to ferry patients.
Two days ago, at Barbarshah Bridge here, a police party asked this reporter to take any other route to reach the office. As this reporter contacted Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar over phone and informed him about the matter, he referred the matter to concerned Superintendent of Police. The SP asked this reporter to take SRTC Bridge route. However, police and CRPF deployment there also refused to entertain the curfew pass. The SP was again contacted and informed about the matter. “Handover phone to some policeman there, I will tell him to let you go,” he said. As this reporter asked one of the policemen on duty to talk to SP who was on phone, CRPF men shouted at him: “Don’t talk to anyone whether it is IG or DG. We will not allow anyone to cross this concertina wire.”
This reporter had to take Dalgate route and then interior link roads from there to reach Regal Chowk.
Dr Mir Mushtaq, Doctors Association Kashmir President said medical and para-medical staff is also not allowed to move. “Government is claiming that our identity cards will be treated as curfew passes. It isn’t true on ground. Nobody treats these as curfew passes,” he said.
· How SDPO Sadder and his team assaulted and abused me
By Sumaiya Yousuf , Journalist with Rising Kashmir 
After performing my professional duties on August 17, I was heading home when my mother rang me up and asked me to get some vegetables on the way if possible. I took the Jawahar Nagar route as usual and found a vegetable vendor winding up his shop near Cash-and-Carry departmental store at around 7:45 pm. I rushed toward the shop and asked him for onions. There were three men outside the shop helping each other.
All of them welcomed me and said it will take them another five minutes to finish their work and offered me to take away some vegetables.
While one of the salesmen was weighing onions, I asked him if the route to Baghat Barzulla was safe. He replied that it was safe and instead of taking Ramzana Hospital street I should just go from Jawahar Nagar bund.
The moment he handed over the bag of vegetables to me, a white Rakshak police vehicle stopped in front of the shop and around 8 to 10 men in uniform with their “Commanding Officer” jumped out the vehicle carrying bamboo and steel sticks in their hands besides lethal weapons.
All of them rushed toward the shop and started beating and abusing the three shopkeepers and me.
I froze for a moment and couldn’t move but seeing the salesmen beaten up so mercilessly, I tried to pacify them. I urged them to stop or at least have mercy on me.
I politely said: “Sir can’t you see I am standing here.” But they did not stop. Instead, they started hurling choicest of abuses at me.
Let me frankly explain what they exactly said.
Although, the lines may disturb you but let me bring the real faces out and tell them that their dirty hands shall never fall on anyone else in the future. 
“R***di tu yehan kya kar rahi hai,” shouted one of the policemen.
Bizarrely, he was having a two-inch beard as I faintly remember. Hearing this, I was about to collapse but somehow gathered courage and tried not to fall. I couldn’t speak a word but my eyes were wet.
After this, they ran amok and hit me thrice on my left upper arm. I didn’t bleed but my heart did. I tried to stop them by showing my photo identity card and informed them that I was a journalist and was returning home from office.
But they took my identity card and threw it away without seeing it. 
The one who hit me was the commanding IPS officer Amod Ashok Nagpure. His team, who were all local Kashmir policemen, also hurled abuses at me.
Let me list them first so that you can imagine the atrocity I faced although I cannot share all of them because I believe even the devil would vacillate to say or write those abuses. So here I pen down few of them to give you an idea what could have been next.
“Kuttiya yehan danda karne aayi thi; Tera baap kahan hai; H********i baagh yehan se tere ko dikh nahi raha hai night curfew lagaya hai humne… Dafa ho ja yehan se behaya ladki warna goliyan saari tumai daal ki dafa karenge… Saali tu kar kya rahi hai itni raat ko bahar, ye dukaandaar tera baap hai.”
At last they screamed “Tera baap margaya kya aur tera bhai wo be mar gaya kya” and told me to ask them to come out and buy vegetables, to which I replied, “Yes, they are dead and you shot them dead.” This was my only reply that I could give them. With this they chased me to my car and started smashing it while continuing to abuse me.
I sat inside my car and locked up all the doors to protect myself. Not feeling ashamed of what they did, the IPS officer Nagpure stood near my car and started punching the windowpane where I was sitting. I asked him not to harass me else I would call his higher ups to intervene.
Hearing this, he stood there in confidence and told me: “Oh! You are going to call the IGP or DGP. Just go on and tell them SDPO Sadder is here. Wo kya karega DGP mai bi dekhta hu.”
Till now he had no idea that I was really calling DGP K Rajendra Kumar, who fortunately received my call.
But as soon as this IPS officer saw me dialing the right number, he ran away like a mouse with his team.
When they left, I spoke to the DGP who honestly was very nice to me and even offered help. I refused because my colleagues were already on way. The DGP apologized and also gave me a word that he would take strict action against the officer.
I was left there at Allah’s mercy until my colleagues came to my rescue. Respect and high regards to them. They took me home safely.
Even four days after the incident, there has been no action against the IPS officer.
· Newspaper Hawkers face the brunt of curfew
Aug 21: Newspaper hawkers all around the valley are facing tough times as their early morning schedule makes them the first to confront the government forces and often face their wrath.
On August 19 three hawkers were beaten by CRPF in Old City’s Safa Kadal area. A week before, two more had to face the brunt at Bemina and many more incidents of harassment go unreported. “I had gone to deliver the newspapers when CRPF personnel stopped me at Bemina. I tried to plead them about my job but they were very agitated. Feeling the heat I tried to flee but not before they hit my right arm with  a massive blow from their stick,” said a hawker. “Even today I am unable to freely move my arm.”
As the hawkers have to circumnavigate number of checkposts in their job to deliver the newspaper, they keep their fingers crossed about what to expect next from new set of soldiers. “At one naka, they allowed me to move ahead but just few meters away another naka party beat me up with sticks. I left the spot without uttering any word," said another hawker while narrating his tale of survival at Safakadal. “The situation is becoming extremely difficult for us to do our job. Right from Parimpora they seem to be on the lookout of blocking our movement.”
At places even delivery vans have been targeted. “Be it collecting newspapers from printing press, distributing it to hawkers or delivering newspapers to homes, everywhere it has become a risky job,” said a newspaper dealer. “After 15thAugust the situation has become particularly dangerous for us.”
Every early morning there used to be a mini festivity of sorts at Exchange Road Lal Chowk where hawkers would converge to get their lot, but not anymore as recently CRPF made it a no entry zone after the declaration of 24 hour curfew. This has also hampered access to various printing press situation in Lal Chowk and Gawkadal area. Similar restriction are now in place at Parimpora, Bemina, Qamarwari, Nowhatta, Hawal and other places, hawkers alleged. The situation in rural areas is no different as in main towns and places where there is deployment, hawkers find themselves walking on thin ice. 
“Wherever there are forces we feel under threat. It depends on  the mood of a forces personnel whether I will be able to deliver a newspaper or not. If he is in bad mood then my locality would have to wait for another 24 hours to get the newspaper,” said a hawker.
As most of hawkers don’t have curfew passes, the situation becomes tricky for them. “As far as I remember such situation was prevalent in the strict curfew phase of 2010,” said a hawker. “Listening to my risks and how I dodge forces, my family often pleads me not to venture out. But this is the only job I know what will I do. Secondly in this age of blockade people need information and this motivates us.”
· Forces show no respect to Fourth Estate
Scribes harassed during late hours, curfew passes not honoured
Aug 20: Beating or harassing journalists covering Kashmir conflict is nothing new, but in the ongoing unrest, scribes are becoming soft targets of forces, especially of those brought in as additional assistance from the Centre.
The pressmen have been working tirelessly under the prevailing circumstances, but frequent “harassment and rude behaviour” hampers their free movement and  affects their professional work. Many senior journalists assert that they haven’t seen such curbs or the “nature of behaviour” by the forces deployed on ground over the past 26 years.
“This is for the first time; we are facing such rude behaviour from the forces,” said a senior photographer with over 30 years of experience. 
Habib Naqash, photo editor Greater Kashmir was pushed back by the forces at Karanagar when he was on way to SMHS hospital to perform his professional duties.  
“On August 21, Saturday evening, I was heading to SMHS, but was asked to go back despite the fact, I told the forces that I am from the press,” said Naqash. “We have not seen such curbs and curfew even in 1990s when militancy was at its peak. At least, members of fourth estate should be allowed to perform their professional duties.” 
Many lay-out designers of various newspapers narrate the similar ordeal while travelling back to their respective homes in the evening hours.
“As I stepped out of my residence to board office vehicle, a heavy deployment of forces including police and paramilitary CRPF shouted at me to go back ,” said Sheikh Pervez, a senior layout designer at Greater Kashmir, who resides at Nowhatta area of old Srinagar
Drivers ferrying the staff bear the brunt as they have to travel to various areas to pick up the staff members.
“I have been ferrying newspaper staff for the past 20 years, but haven’t seen such a rude behaviour of the forces. There is no respect for the curfew passes issued by the District Magistrate Srinagar,” said Showkat Ahmed, who ferries Greater Kashmir staff from old city areas
On August 20, late evening, senior reporters of Greater Kashmir and Kashmir Uzma were harassed near Zero bridge by the Sahastra Seema Bal (SSB) and asked to switch off the lights of their vehicles. “We felt as it was the end. They cocked their guns and for a moment we thought, they will open fire,” said Bilal Furqani of Kashmir Uzma.  
Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Farooq Lone when asked why forces don’t honour the curfew passes issued by him, said: “I will look into the issue and ensure that curfew passes issued to media persons are honoured.”
· Photojournalist’s house ‘attacked’ in Batamaloo
Aug 30: Forces in Firdousabad locality of Batamaloo Srinagar allegedly damaged the house of senior photo journalist Danish Ismail and triggered fear among the inmates including his wife and daughter.
“I wasn’t home when forces attacked my house. Locals told me that forces threw stones at my house and also damaged my scooty. It was a joint team of police and paramilitary CRPF. My wife fainted,” said Danish. He said his daughter was shivering due to the fear triggered by the forces. “I took my daughter to hospital for treatment, she is still shivering due to fear,” Danish said.
He said a police officer had warned him not to cover protests in Batamaloo.
SHO Batamaloo Nisar Ahmed refuted the allegations, saying: "No police party entered in the interior areas of Batamaloo."
Reports said that policemen misbehaved with photographers and hurled abuses at them in the area. “We went to the area to do our professional duties, but policemen misbehaved with us.  A few cops also tried to hurl rocks at us. It was a terrifying situation,” a group of photographers told media.
	Kashmir Press Photographers Association strongly condemned the attack on Danish’s house and the misbehavior by cops with the photographers. “We urge the police top brass to allow the photographers to work freely,” a spokesman of the KPPA said.

Journalist resigns in protest

Aug 31:  A Kashmir-based journalist known for his pro-state reportage has given up his job with an Indian channel after he was asked to produce “fabricated and malicious” stories. Nasser Ahmad, working with IBN 7 news channel, announced his resignation on August 31.
“I resigned on ethical grounds, as the channel was asking me to prepare biased and anti-Kashmir reports, this channel is least bothered about civilian killings and has plan to malign the image of Kashmir,’’ Naseer told a local news agency CNS.
He said the channel refused to broadcast the story of ATM guard, who was killed by CRPF allegedly in cold blood with pellets.
Ahmad said the editorial board of the channel had tasked him to prepare “malicious report” against militant commander Burhan Wani, whose killing sparked the ongoing anti-India uprising in Kashmir.
The channel, he said, was least bothered about the human rights violation being committed in Kashmir and presented “twisted and fabricated” reports about Kashmir to mislead the people of India.
Naseer revealed that the channel distorted the stories he had been sending them on Kashmir.
“This channel has started a hatred campaign against the Kashmir. As a mark of protest, I have resigned from this biased channel,” he said. The journalist fraternity sees it as an indication that the journalists supporting the ‘Indian propaganda’ in Kashmir have begun to fear public.
“During the ongoing uprising, the people and the pro-freedom leadership have been very open in criticising the Indian media and its Kashmir correspondents. And his (Ahmad’s) resignation shows that it is yielding results,” a senior print journalist, wishing not to be named, told Kashmir Reader.
“We hope more such people realise what they are doing,” he added.

Indian’s media Smear Campaign
‘NIT Terrorized Story By Delhi Newspaper Is Concocted,’ say Police

Aug 05: Jammu and Kashmir Police issued a statement refuting “some news” regarding National Institute of Technology (NIT) at Hazratbal, Srinagar.
The police statement is being reproduced here verbatim for larger public interest
Apropos to the news story published in a newspaper from New Delhi today under the heading …National Institute terrorized….
The story is bereft of the facts, frivolous and concocted. There has been no incident of stone pelting in the NIT Srinagar campus or on the students.
As per the institute authorities the date of classes/registration has been extended for the autumn Session 2016. The story as such is rebutted.
The NIT, it may be noted, witnessed a major crisis in April when two groups of engineering students fought with each other when Indian cricket team lost to West Indies cricket team in T20 World Cup Semi-finals.

‘Be it artist or victim, no Kashmiri allowed to narrate their stories’

Aug 19: Singer Roushan Ellahi popularly known as MC Kash today revealed how he and victim families were bogged down by police and ‘fascist forces’ at an Amnesty International event in Bangalore that was aimed to highlight oppression and denial of justice in Kashmir.
Kash, who is a known rap singer, in a statement uploaded on Internet said, “It doesn’t matter whether you are a young artist hoping to narrate stories or a victim of Indian oppression hoping to find receptive ears of solidarity in India. YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED. If the fascists don’t stop you, the police will.”
The singer had specially gone from Kashmir to Bangalore to perform at an event organized by Amnesty International (AI) India aimed to seek justice for victims of human rights violations in Kashmir. Kash had to sing five songs at the August 13 event but his performance was curtailed at the onset of second song by police. According to reports he was heckled by activists of ABVP at the event. 
“I came to Bangalore as a Hip Hop artist from #Kashmir with a lot to say and tell. However, I expected what every Kashmiri expects when he/she travels to India and to be honest, the Indian State did not disappoint,” said Kash. “My performance was scheduled for 8 PM and even though the event was running a bit late I was categorically stopped from entering the auditorium by the Bangalore Police whose three-starred officers surrounded me and threatened me with jail if they or the (Kashmiri) Pandits present in the crowd found my lyrics anti-national.”
Kash said that he was grilled for 20 minutes and only allowed inside when his time for the event was nearly up. Police also surrounded the stage in an apparent move to cut short his performance at any time. The singer revealed that as soon as police switched off his mic to stop his performance, the audience protested. “After that, the place went in flames. Azadi reverberated in the air. I saw one of the three-starred officers waving his finger at me, charging towards me in anger and screaming, “You did this. You’re going to jail now.” And then another officer joined and grabbed me by my shoulder,” he said.
Kash in his statement also feared for the safety of Kashmiris living in Bangalore. “Last I heard, the Indian State along with its fascist groups is incessantly threatening Kashmiris in Bangalore. It wants Kashmiris to feel scared, wherever they are. The Police also wants to analyze the lyrics of the song that I performed,” he said.
After the event, activists of the ABVP, the student body of BJP, staged a protest against the event, calling it “anti-national” and filed a complaint with the police. The police registered an FIR against AI India on various charges including sedition. Not to be contend, ABVP now wants arrest of all Kashmiris who participated in the event at United Theological College Bangalore.
The event was organized by AI India as part of a campaign to seek justice for “victims of human rights violations” in Jammu and Kashmir. The campaign “Broken Families: Denied access to justice in Kashmir,” started in Bangalore, and had to proceed to Mumbai and Delhi and end in a petition to be submitted to the Union government. They had taken three families, two from Baramulla and one from Budgam, who had lost their family members at the hands of security agencies in Kashmir, to Bangalore.
After the sedition case, AI India has already closed its office in India for the time being and asked its staff to work from home or from some other place. The Home Ministry has also launched a probe into the funding of the NGO, its expenses and “possible” violation of Foreign Contribution Regulation Act by it. The fate of the campaign has also been effectively sealed in these circumstances.

Family members of police officer dubbed ‘criminal’ by Geelani seek forgiveness

Aug 08: Days after Hurriyat (G) chairman Syed Ali Geelani publicly named a police officer Touseef Mir for his excesses on the people, Mir’s family members on Monday went to Geelani’s residence seeking “forgiveness and pardon” for their son.
According to sources at the Hurriyat (G) office, the father and brother of policeman Mir came to Geelani’s residence on Monday, hoping to meet him and ask for “forgiveness for their son”.
Geelani, however, refused to meet them and told his subordinates to convey to the family members of the officer that “the family should instead go to people whom their son had wronged and seek forgiveness from them”.
The source also said that Mir’s family promised that they would make sure that he (Mir) resigns from his job in the police but Geelani refused to see them saying they should go to Khanbal where their son “was wrecking havoc on the lives of fellow Kashmiris.”
“After waiting for an hour, they left,” sources said.
On August 6, Syed Ali Geelani had named Mir for committing excesses on people who were protesting against India and called him a “criminal” and “butcher”.
Geelani in a statement had said that Touseef, duty officer (Bus Stand Choki Islamabad) had come to Chee village Khanabal where protestors had gathered.
“Tauseef burned their tent and took away other equipment and without any provocation resorted to pellet shelling injuring dozens of people including more than seven women who received pellet injuries in their private parts,” the statement of Hurriyat had said.
“This criminal and butcher Touseef Mir is warned that it is high time that rogues and killers like you should be brought to book and we cannot stop people to tackle you directly. You should be ashamed for such heinous crimes against your own people,” the statement had said.

Harassment of Kashmir outside

Whatever happens in Kashmir has a direct impact on the Kashmiri spread across India for business or education purposes. This time it was no different. The complaints of arrests, harassment and intimidations continue to come this month as well after the Kashmir erupted after the killing of Burhan Wani, militant commander on July 8. The vulnerability of Kashmir seems increases with every passing day. Only the government’s hollow promises nothing concrete has been done to ensure the safety of Kashmiris.  
· Kashmiri held for not informing police about foreign guests
Aug 03: A paying guest (PG) accommodation warden from Jammu and Kashmir was arrested here for not informing the city police about the foreigners he had accommodated, a senior officer said.
The arrested man was identified as Nadeem, hailing from Baramulla, who ran on contract basis a PG accommodation unit in Sector 57 of this millennium city, said police officer Babu Lal.
Gurgaon police has launched a special search operation in hotels and PG rentals in view of upcoming Independence Day on August 15, and the accommodation run by Nadeem was found to have 16 foreign nationals -- 14 Iraqis and two Afghans, all in India on medical visas and staying in the PG complex from last month.
“Nadeem has to inform FRO (Foreigners’ Registration Office) branch of Gurgaon police about the stay of foreigners within 24 hours of their arrival but he did not follow the mandatory rule,” Babu Lal told IANS.
	Nadeem, who had taken the PG complex on one-year lease on January 11, has been arrested under Section 14 of the Foreigners Act, 1992, after a case was registered at Sector 55-56 police station.
He was on Thursday presented before the court of Judicial Magistrate (1st class) Devender Singh, who remanded him in 14 days’ judicial custody. 
The police on August 2 also booked two paying gust house managers under the same law after its search exercise.
· Sedition case: Sopore boy kept in a cell in Chattisgarh jail
Aug 08: In their home in Sopore, the parents of 25-year old Tawseef Ahmad Bhat helplessly seek their son’s release. Tawseef was arrested by police in India and charged with sedition for speaking against Indian rule in Kashmir and endorsing Kashmir’s independence on his Facebook account.
“Our son is just 25. Simply because he shared a post on social media the police has arrested him and kept him in confinement! We cannot understand why a grave charge of sedition has been slapped on him,” Inam-ul-Bhat, Tawseef’s brother told media.
A pall of gloom has descended on  Tawseef’s home in Gund Brath, Sopore since his arrest on August 2. Tawseef was employed as an engineer in a mobile phone company in Chhattisgarh.
“My brother has been in Chattisgarh for 7 years now and we never received any complaint about him during those years. He was scheduled to come home on August 2 and had called us about it. Apparently he was picked up in a train as he was on his way home,” Inam said.
Tawseef’s father — a government teacher — and elder brother left for Raipur to meet him after his arrest but were not allowed to meet him.
“Tawseef has been lodged in a cell as if he were some notorious criminal. He is in much pain. The only communication with Tawseef has been via a phone that the police arranged.”
“The news of my brother’s arrest is making rounds on Indian national media channels as if they have arrested a leader of some terrorist group. He is an educated, well-mannered boy. Why is Tawseef being put through all this?” the family asks.
Tasweef’s family, worried for his health and safety, said that they contacted the local Superintendent of Police and he ‘assured us of help but till this time nothing has been done’.
Cops arrested Tasweef for ‘liking, sharing and posting anti-India content on Facebook’ after activists of Hindu rightwing group, the Bajrang Dal, complained to the police against a post on his Facebook page displaying a caricature a broom shooing away a mouse rendered in the colors of the Indian flag with the caption, “Go India, Go Back.”
The Bajrang Dal activists had been quoted in the New York Times saying that Tawseef “has abused the army, the police and India in the posts that he has liked and shared.”
The Chattisgarh police maintains that charges against Tawseef were based on his Facebook posts and he “was not found to be involved in any other activity.”
“These things (putting up such pictures and anti-India slogans) are and may be normal in Kashmir, but not in this part of the country,” the SP, Amresh Mishra had told New York Times.
· UDAAN: Kashmiri students allege harassment at Gurgaon
Aug 17: Kashmiri students selected under UDAAN scheme and presently under training at Gurgaon Mansar Sikandarpora of Haryana have alleged harassment by police and local students in the wake of uprising in Valley after the death of Hizbul Mujhadeen commander Burhan Wani.
Kashmiri students in their calls said that Gurgaon Police was continuously harassing them from past three weeks. “Police parties arrive in our rooms, ask us different questions related to Kashmir imbroglio,” said one of the students adding that the police action has created fear among Kashmiris living in Gurgoan.
Another student said that their identity cards and other documents are being checked thoroughly on a daily basis. “We fail to understand why they check our identity cards,” he said.
These students alleged that they did not attend their training program for some days because of harassment by the police.
The students also alleged that some local students have got emboldened after frequent police visits and they too have now started harassing them. “We are feeling insecure here and appeal to Director General of Police Jammu and Kashmir to look into the matter,” they said. 
Pertinently, Udaan is a Special Industry Initiative for Jammu & Kashmir in the nature of partnership between the corporates of India and Ministry of Home Affairs and implemented by National Skill Development Corporation. The programme aims to provide skills training and enhance the employability of unemployed youth of J&K. The Scheme covers graduates, post graduates and three year engineering diploma holders.
· Mob beats Kashmiri trucker in Jammu, Police rejects Claim
Aug 23: A Kashmiri truck driver was ruthlessly beaten by a mob after sprinkling petrol on his vehicle and threatening to set it ablaze in Bhathindi area of Jammu late Monday evening.
The injured truck driver sought help from the flying squad of Jammu police but was asked for a bribe instead “by drunk cops”.
Showkat Ahmad Lone, son of Ghulam Hassan of Qimoh (Kulgam) had gone to Jammu driving his truck bearing number JK03E-3152. His cousin Muzaffar Ahmad Lone was driving another truck bearing number JK03E-4908, which also came under heavy stone pelting from the mob, but he managed to escape unhurt.
“They were carrying saw dust to be delivered in Jammu. They left home Monday morning,” Showkat’s elder brother Ijaz Lone told media.
Ijaz said they got a phone call from Showkat late last evening informing them about the attack.
“We came under stone pelting and were stopped by a group of goons while we were approaching Malik Market Masjid in Bhatindi. Muzaffar managed to escape but I was stopped and thrashed ruthlessly while they sprinkled petrol on my truck and threatened to set it ablaze,” Ijaz quoted his brother Showkat as saying.
Showkat told his family that he was hit in the head and the wound had to be closed with 10 stitches.
“Fearing that he might die, the mob left him,” Ijaz said, adding that Showkat drove his vehicle out of the area and looked for police help.
Showkat did find a flying squad of the police near Kunjweni in nearby Narwal. “But he was asked for a bribe by the drunk policemen forcing him to leave the spot and look for medical help,” Ijaz said.
Showkat has told his family that some other truckers from Kashmir also came under stone pelting but they managed to speed their way out.
SP South Jammu, Shahzad Ahmad Salaria told Kashmir Post that there has been no such incident in the area as claimed by the trucker.
“And why should they go to report it some 6 kilometers from the place of the incident. They should have reported it at the nearby police post. Besides, we are patrolling day and night here. We do not let such incidents tale place in the area,” Salaria said.
The families of truckers from Qaimoh and some adjoining areas are worried for their kin. “In desperation we will be forced to go out and attack truckers from Jammu. They should not think they will get away after attacking our brothers in Jammu,” said one of the family members.

Kashmir: Cong MP, ‘journalist’ booed off SMHS hospital

Aug 18: Congress MP Mani Shankar Aiyyar and  journalist Prem Shankar Jha were booed out of the SMHS Hospital, where they had gone to visit the injured along with Indian civil society members.
Besides the duo, MK Venu (Journalist), Ruby Arun, (Journalist), Shabnam Hashmi (Social Activist/Anhad), Kapil Kak (Retired Air Marshall), Vinod Sharma (Journalist) OP Shah and Mohammad Hassan Ul Bana drove to the hospital in the morning straight from the airport.
But people recognized Aiyyar and Shankar and asked them to leave the premises while other members of the group were allowed to meet the injured.
Aiyar tried to shake hands with an attendant but he refused.
“We don’t shake hands with murderers. You should leave from here,” the attendant told Aiyyar
While the delegation was moving in the hospital, people were shouting pro-freedom and pro-Pakistan slogans.
“We know they won’t do anything. We are just showing them the brutality unleashed by Indian state,” said a group of youth who were following Hindustan Times journalist Vinod Sharma.
A man asked one of the members a rhetorical question: “explain what Jamhooriyat (democracy) is.”
The journalist explained what it meant but the man again asked, “Why do you kill us like animals?”
“You are not an animal but a human,” the journalist said.
The volunteers who have been providing food, beverages, medicines and other items to patients and attendants since the uprising started led OP Shah, Kak and Hashmi to the wards where those injured by the forces are being treated.
“They talked to pellet gun victims about how they got injured but were not allowed to shoot pictures or videos,” witnesses said.
Inside the Ophthalmology Ward 8, the team was welcomed by pro-freedom slogans by the injured who shared how they were “targeted by forces”, witnesses added.
“Azadi,” said the injured when asked by the visiting members what they wanted.
Asked whether they are being paid to protest, an injured man replied, “If we were being paid we would be forcing people to join us. It is a people’s movement and we believe in it.”
A former PDP member, Bashir Assad, who had coordinated the visit, said, “The purpose of the delegation was to assess the damage caused by pellet guns and listen to the injured. We were not at anybody’s behest in the hospital.”
Assad said Aiyer was turned back by the attendants in the hospital because of his Congress affiliation and Jha too was asked to leave the hospital.
“There is a lack of political response in valley and it was felt at least the civil society of India should visit Kashmir and feel the pain of people,” he said.

Is JK Govt. forcing extended shutdowns on people?

Aug 23: The government is forcing extended shutdown on people by disallowing shopkeepers and business establishments to open during the relaxation period given by the unified resistance leadership.
This action of the PDP- BJP coalition government puts a question mark on its assertions blaming pro-freedom leader for creating problems and miseries for the people by giving repeated shutdown calls.
When the pro-freedom leaders ask people to open shops from 6 pm onward, police and paramilitary forces enforce strict curfew and restrictions in all major markets ensuring the writ of the pro-freedom camp do not run.
Chamber of Commerce and Industries Kashmir (CCIK) President, Zahoor Tramboo termed this attitude of the government as “vindictive”.
“It’s disappointing and shouldn’t happen,” he said. “The government approach is negative and we disapprove of it but beggars can’t be choosers.”
The approach of the government led by Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti toward shutdowns given by the pro-freedom leaders seems to be confused as on the one hand, it does not allow the free movement of people and opening of shops and business establishments when they announce relaxation in their shutdown calendars and on the other hand, wants the separatists to end the one-and-a-half-month spell of shutdowns.
Minister for Finance Haseeb Drabu in the past criticized the hartal and boycott policy of the pro-freedom leadership saying these means of protest were only hurting Kashmir economy but now his own government is ensuring that the shutdowns are extended even during the period when the pro-freedom leader announce relaxations in the shutdown calendar.
“I fail to understand the notion of hartals and boycotts and we should understand whom are we boycotting and what have we achieved through hartals and who is observing it,” Drabu had said at a seminar, ‘Kashmiri Youth: Anxieties and Aspirations’. “Through these hartals, you are only exhibiting your control over the Kashmiri population that has very little choice anyway.”
Though Police in its statement said during relaxation hours, markets remained open and traffic was normal on roads, it did not allow shopkeepers in major markets to open their business establishments.
Police sources said the government has asked them to sabotage the programmes of the resistance camp when they give a call in relaxation in shutdowns.
However, Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir, Syed Javaid Mujtaba Gilani said imposing restrictions in the evening had nothing to do with the programmes of pro-freedom camp.
“Night curfew is imposed keeping the security situation in mind and has nothing to do with these programmes,” Gilani said.
The government’s chief spokesman, Naeem Akhtar did not respond to repeated calls.

Ambulances attacked, hospital staff faces hardships

Not only the media facing tough times while delivering their professional duties, the hospital staff also going through tough times at the hands of state forces while reaching to the respective hospitals. As many as 110 ambulances were attacked.   The hospital staffs area fearful wants that the government should take proper measures to ensure their safe and secure movement. The ambulance drivers association threatens strike if the immediate measures for their safety are not taken by the government, which could be disastrous at this juncture.  Pertinently, the hospitals across valley are receiving thousands of injured persons since July 9, when the uprising erupted against the Indian rule.   
· Over 100 ambulances damaged
Aug 03: Around 110 ambulances have been damaged by troopers and protesters till July 29, according to Directorate of Health Services, Kashmir (DHSK). However, it’s not registering any complaint in this regard, fearing that legalising the issue will make the ambulances more vulnerable to such attacks.
Riyaz Ahmad Khan, who is working on deputation with DHSK as Transport Head, said, “As of now our priority is to take patients safely to hospitals. So we don’t want to lodge any complaint because it might create further problems for ambulance drivers who are every now and then getting beaten up by police.”
“There are reports that from July 29 onwards, 15 more ambulances have been damaged,” Riyaz added.
In Anantnag district, highest number of ambulances (38) has been damaged followed by Kulgam (19), Pulwama (14) and Kupwara (12) districts.
“The ambulances are in a very bad shape. The windscreens, side and rear windows, lights, tyres and body all are damaged. The estimated cost of repair ranges from Rs 5000 to 1 lakh for each ambulance. As of now, we are just doing minor repairs so that we can run them again,” Riyaz said.
“Much of the damage to the ambulances has been done by policemen. When they see the injured being taken to hospital they get angry and hit the ambulance,” he added.
Many of the ambulances which have been temporary repaired have again been attacked by the government forces as well as protesters. 
“Couple of days ago, we repaired a vehicle of district hospital Kangan, but again it was damaged,” Riyaz said. “We thought of filing a complaint against the cop who did it .But then we dropped the idea, thinking it will create unnecessary trouble for us.”
 	Medical Superintendent of SMHS hospital, Nazir Chowdhary, said: “We have given a list to the government about the damage done to the ambulance. Let them take action. As of now, we have not filed any complaint against the persons who has damaged ambulances.”
Meanwhile, the doctors have reiterated the appeal to government forces to allow smooth movement of ambulances, as they have been continuously found thrashing the hospital staff.
Number of ambulances damaged till 29th July:
District Number of Ambulances Damaged- Ananatnag 38, Kupwara 12, Baramulla 05, Budgam 10, Pulwama 14, Ganderbal 07, Kulgam 19 and Srinagar 06.
· Forces ‘thrash’ ambulance drivers
Aug 05: Three drivers of Health department were on August 5, Friday, allegedly beaten by police and paramilitary CRPF while discharging their duties.
Sources in the Health department said an ambulance of the department, which was ferrying a pregnant woman to Lal Ded Hospital here from Anantnag, was stopped by the forces in Lethpora near FCI godown.
The driver of the ambulance, Shabir Ahmad, was brought down and thrashed by the forces at around 12:30 pm.
Later in the day, the sources said, another ambulance driver, which was shifting a woman patient from Kakpora Primary Health Center to LD hospital, was stopped by the forces at the same spot in Lethpora.
“The driver Manzoor Ahmad had to face the wrath of the forces. In the afternoon another driver who was shifting a patient from Islamabad to Srinagar hospital was harassed by forces in Lethpora,” said the sources.
During the past four weeks of unrest in Kashmir, the ambulance drivers have been regularly complaining of assaults while ferying injured from different areas of Kashmir to Srinagar hospitals.
· Harassed medical staff to seek curfew passes
Aug 19: The state government has given clear instructions to the government forces to consider employees’ identity cards as curfew passes, but doctors, paramedics and ambulance drivers continue to be harassed and their movement obstructed for not having curfew passes.
Staff of SHMS hospital were recently asked to show their curfew pass when they were travelling to their homes in ambulances. A senior doctor who was in the group told media that on Thursday evening their ambulance was stopped by forces at Eidgah in old city. They were told by a CRPF cop to not take this route if they were without the curfew pass.
A head of department at SMHS told media that not having a curfew pass has forced him to travel not in his car but in the hospital ambulance.
“I usually drive to my home in my personal car but since the last week I am boarding the hospital ambulance to go home. The forces have threatened to hit me if I travel without a curfew pass,” he said.
On August 18, evening, CRPF sub-inspector Bhim Singh shot a bullet at ambulance driver Ghulam Mohammad Sofi at Safa Kadal when he was ferrying patients from Kangan. The driver was hit in his arm but he continued driving until he reached SMHS hospital. He is now admitted at Bone and Joint Hospital.
Public Relations Officer of the CRPF in Srinagar, Rajesh Yadav, said that sub-inspector Singh has been suspended and a departmental inquiry ordered into the incident. SSP Srinagar Amit Kumar said an FIR had been registered for the incident.
A facebook post by Indian Express editor Muzamil Jaleel mentions an incident where a doctor and his ambulance driver were stopped on the road between Firdous cinema and Eidgah and the ambulance driver was told by CRPF and police that they are “going to kill ambulance drivers.”
Principal of the Government Medical College Srinagar, Dr Kaesar Ahmad, told media that he will issue curfew passes to hospital staff from Friday. Director of Health Services Kashmir Dr Saleem-ur-Rahman said that his staff had not faced any untoward situation but he will ask his chief medical officers to get curfew passes issued for staff from deputy commissioners.
Earlier, an attack on an ambulance driver had prompted the GMC principal to complain to the government. He had also asked CRPF men to not attack hospital staff. Nearly 150 ambulances have been damaged by government forces since the uprising began on July 8.
Meanwhile, an association of ambulance drivers has threatened to go on strike if the state government does not take appropriate steps for their safety. Members of the association held a sit-in at SMHS hospital on Friday morning. A meeting will be held on Saturday to discuss the future course of action.
Ambulance drivers of the Help Poor Voluntary Trust have gone on strike since the attack on Ghulam Mohammad Sofi. A member of the trust, Farooq Ahmad, said that volunteers are now themselves driving the ambulances.
“A corpse could not be taken away from the hospital for three hours because of no driver being available. A volunteer then drove the ambulance himself,” Farooq mentioned.

No-work, no-salary: employees aghast at govt diktat

Aug 19: Employees Joint Action Committee, a principal representative body of government employees in Jammu and Kashmir, asked the administration to desist from compelling them to join duties amidst the ongoing uprising.
EJAC president Abdul Qayoom said the circular issued for the employees to join their duties “is quite contrary to the ground and prevailing situation in the Valley”.
“The government should not issue such circulars and should not target the employees having no fault,” he said.
The divisional commissioner’s office in Kashmir has ordered withholding salary of the employees who do not attend their duties.
Earlier this week, a high-ranking official told media that the divisional commissioner of Kashmir has issued a circular to all heads of departments to not release salary of employees who skip their duty.
The order has come at a time when the Valley is witnessing an intense anti-India uprising sparked by the killing of militant commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani on July 8.
The state has imposed strict curfew to restrict the civilians to homes, while 65 civilians have been killed and hundreds injured in government forces’ response to the protests.

11 killed by tear gas shells since 2008; Most victims teenagers

Aug 24: In what could raise serious questions on handling of the crowd control weapons by police and central paramilitary forces in Kashmir, 11 civilians - mostly teenagers - have been killed by teargas shells in the region since 2008.
The indiscriminate use of teargas shells in Kashmir has come into focus again in the wake of killing of Irfan Ahmad Wani here on Saturday. He died after being hit by a teargas shell in the chest.
The killing has raised questions on firing of teargas shell - described as a least lethal weapon – by the forces during protest demonstrations in Kashmir even as a study conducted by doctors at SKIMS Soura between 2007 to 2009 suggested  that “the personnel using them might be trained in a better way so that the people do not receive direct hits.”
Details gathered by media reveal that 11 persons have lost their life after being hit by teargas shells in different parts of Kashmir over the last eight years.
In 2008, when Kashmir witnessed massive protest demonstrations against  the transfer of land to Amarnath Shrine Board, two civilians- Asif Mehraj and Abdul Gani Sheikh- lost their life after they were hit by teargas shells in two separate incidents.
Next year, teargas shells snuffed out life of Nisar Ahmad Mir, Arif Ayoub Bhat and Irfan Ahmad Lone in Srinagar and Baramulla.
In 2010, Tufail Matto, Wamiq Farooq and Arif Ahmad Bhat were killed when forces fired teargas shells on them. 14-year-old Arif Ahmad Bhat had sustained critical injuries on October 25, 2009, when a teargas shell hit him on the head in Srinagar’s Maisuma locality. He breathed his last on November 12, 2010.
Last year 22-year-old engineering student, Gowhar Nazir Dar, according to police and CRPF officials, was killed by a teargas shell at Zainakote, on the outskirts of Srinagar. However, his family contested the claim, saying he was hit by a bullet.
Earlier this year, Jahangir Ahmad Wani was killed in Drugmulla area of Kupwara when police lobbed teargas canisters to disperse the people protesting against civilian killings by Army in Handwara.
Over the years, the forces have come under sharp criticism for firing teargas canisters directly on protesters in Kashmir.
“They are using tear gas shells as bullets, hitting directly on vital parts of the body which causes death,” observers say.
“They fire teargas shells horizontally, rather than trying to lob them at a 45 degree angle.”
A study conducted at SKIMS Soura concluded that tear gas cartridge, though considered as one of the benign modalities of controlling agitated crowds, is not really benign.
“It can cause serious injuries and mortality. The personnel using them might be trained in a better way so that the people do not receive direct hits,” the study –Head Injury Caused By Tear Gas Cartridge in Teenage Population - reads.
According to the study, the common CT scan finding was that injured had brain contusion with skull fracture.
The study was conducted by Dr. Abrar Wani, Dr Javeed Zargar, Dr Altaf Ramzan, Dr Nayil K Malik, Dr. A Qayoom, Dr. A.R. Kirmani, Dr. Furqan A.Nizami and Dr. M.A. Wani.

Doctors concern over the use of lethal weapons to control the protests

The doctors have already declared the pellets a lethal weapon, as it causes death and serious injuries which can lead to the death or blindness, now the doctors have expressed their serious concern over the introduction of chilli-filled PAVA shells. The doctors’ study has found out that the PAVA shell can also blind a person, therefore, can fall in the category of lethal weaponry.  The doctors study have also found put that the state forces fire at vital organs of the protesters seemingly with the intent to kill.  
· Puzzled by ‘charcoal-like substance’ in pellet-hit eyes, doctors to study ‘chemical composition’ of pellets
Aug 25: Eye-surgeons in Kashmir are puzzled by ‘charcoal-like substance’ in pellet-hit eyes that makes their surgeries ‘difficult’ and would be now studying the samples taken from the injured eyes in a bid to “improve surgical procedures.”
A team of surgeons at SMHS Hospital has initiated a ‘basic study’ of pellets that have perforated more than 500 eyes over the past 48 days of uprising in Kashmir—a trauma that causes the victims lose their eyesight. The exploration of the ‘substances that coat the pellet’ has been necessitated by what the doctors called “practical difficulties in operating the eye.”
Dr S Natarajan, Padma Shree and renowned vitero-retina surgeon—who was on a four-day visit to the SMHS hospital to offer his services for retina surgeries of pellet victims—agreed. “In vitrectomies of pellet-hit eyes, separating vitreous humor (clear fluid filling the eye) from retina is the most difficult part,” he told media.
	Doctors said vitreous humor and blood in a pellet-hit eye thickens and becomes viscous after the injury. “It becomes thick, charcoal-like,” he said.
	While samples from injured eyes were taken by doctors for ‘academic purposes’, the aim, they said, was ‘to improve surgical procedures and outcomes’.
“The ocular trauma caused by pellets is very different than other trauma. The eye behaves differently to this injury, we have seen,” said a surgeon.
“We are trying to ascertain what coats the pellets so that we know what causes the eye to develop adhesion that makes surgeries difficult,” a doctor in the team of surgeons at SMHS Hospital said. “It needs to be studied.”
	The samples, sources said, were being sent to a Chennai-based institute for analysis. “The samples will be analysed by Ophthalmology Pathologists,” they said.	
Pellets are little lead balls fired by an air-shot gun, hundreds in a shot. In the past one and a half month, these have injured over 500 people in eyes and hundreds more in other parts of body including vital organs. Many deaths have also taken place due to lethal injuries inflicted by pellets.
Forces use these as a weapon for crowd control and tout these as ‘non-lethal’ weapon. There has been a massive uproar over the injuries inflicted by the pellet guns in the recent past.
· Chilli-filled PAVA shells can blind too, says doctors’ body
Aug 31: Resident Doctors Association opposed the use of chilli-filled PAVA shells on protesters in Kashmir Valley and alarmed that they too can cause blindness.
The association, affiliated to SMHS and other hospitals associated with the Government Medical College Srinagar, said that the addition of PAVA shells as a “so-called non-lethal weapon” was of deep concern.
“Riot Control Agents (RCA) produce a wide variety of physiological effects in man, and PAVA is not an exception. The predominant clinical effects manifest namely in eye, lung, and skin. RCA also cause nasal, oral, neuronal, and gastrointestinal effects,” the association said in a statement issued here.
	“PAVA causes conjunctivitis, periorbital edema/erythema, ophthalmodynia, blepharospasm, blepharitis, corneal abrasions, and lacrimation. Some studies done in Czech Republic have even shown blindness occurring after the use of PAVA guns,” it added.
The doctors’ body said that respiratory system bears the major brunt of PAVA shells’ use.
“It has been seen to cause allergic rhinitis, rhinosinusitis, bronchorrea, bronchospasm. Studies have shown a very bad effect on high deleterious effect of PAVA on asthmatics, children, elderly and patients with cardio-respiratory diseases,” it added.
“Capsaicinoids (active ingredient in PAVA) may have a vesicant effect, depending on the length of exposure. In most cases it produces a burning sensation and mild erythema. It causes skin irritation, hypersensitivity and skin rashes.Capsaicins cause erythema and burning pain without vesiculation when applied topically to human skin,” said the association.	
It said that PAVA has also been reported to be associated with delirium, mental cloudiness, irritability, and hallucinations.
“Though not supported by any studies, but the effect on fetal developmental and reproductive functions and malignant potential has been suggested in many scientific sessions,” it said.	
Quoting Reilly et al, the association said Capsaicinoids, found in less-than-lethal self defense weapons, have been associated with respiratory failure and death in exposed animals and people.
“Death is usually the result of excessive concentrations used, confined spaces, and prolonged exposures. Deaths have been reported in Poland, Czech Republic, Texas and other parts of the world,” it said.
The association urged all civil and legal bodies, healthcare societies, and human rights activists to take a strong note of the “grave human right violations” being committed in the Valley.
· Fired Above The Waist: Trail of bullet casualties reveal intent to kill
 Aug 31: With the use of pellet guns evoking massive public outrage for maiming and blinding youth, the sheer magnitude and nature of casualties caused by bullets is overwhelming. SMHS hospital alone received over 90 percent of wounded civilians with bullet injuries above the waist.
According to the data compiled by SMHS hospital where majority of the injured are undergoing treatment, “From July 9 to Aug 29, the hospital has received 1537 patients and conducted 1316 surgeries. After the eye injuries caused by pellets, the number of bullet injured patients who have received injuries above waist forms the second majority.”
“In 51 days of uprising the hospital has conducted 804 general surgeries, which means injuries related to chest, abdomen, and facial area. 53 major and 751 minor surgeries, majority of them in the chest and abdomen, have been conducted so far.”
Medical Superintendent of SMHS hospital, Nazir Hussian Chowdhary said, “Most of them have undergone general neurological, and eye-nose-tongue (ENT) surgeries for injuries caused by bullets, followed by pellets, stones and beating by police.”
	A doctor at SMHS hospital, wishing anonymity, said, “Majority of the patients have suffered injuries above waist. There have been patients who have reached hospital with intestines out of their abdomen. Some patients had close shave because the bullet had hit them close to their heart while other had injuries on the back which had damaged their spinal cord.”
“Many of the patients have been left paraplegic. There was a patient Junaid whose reproductive organs had been damaged. He had received bullet in the pelvic area, which left him infertile.”
The government forces have also fired at some people in the head. 
	More than 40 people have had bullet injuries in the head, as per the data compiled by the SMHS hospital and more than 10 people had received bullet injuries in the face.
“There have been patients who had received bullet from the back of the head and it exited through the forehead. The patients we received had terrible damage in the head. The damage caused by bullets is going unnoticed. The patients we have seen so far have all looked like being targeted by the forces,” said a senior doctor on the condition of anonymity. 
Pertinently, the doctors at SMHS hospital insist on being quoted only on the condition of anonymity after the hospital administration asked them to desist from giving information to media fearing reprisal from government.

Police’s Valley-wide Crackdown to Crush the Uprising 

Over one thousand persons many of them minors were arrested from various parts of the valley by police to crush the ongoing raging agitation against the Indian rule that erupted on July 9,  immediately after Burhan Wani’s killing in south Kashmir. Around 200 persons including minors were booked under Pubic Safety Act (PSA) and sent to Jammu jails. Even the mentally challenged people are not being spared. The arrest spree invited large scale condemnations and protests. The police were accused of vandalism during the mid-night raids to arrest the youth, whom police accused of participating in stone pelting and protests.  Hundreds of youth majority of them students have gone into hiding to evade the arrests, however, their families were being pressurized by the police to produce their children. It appears that the police crackdown will continue in weeks to come till the police feel the agitation declines.  
· Police take 461 into custody
Aug 03: The police said that 461 persons have been taken into custody in Kashmir Valley in the past few days as part of a “continuous drive against hooligans and miscreants”. Of these, 349 persons have been arrested on formal charges and 122 others have been detained under prohibitory provisions of the law.
Sources said that people having affiliation with pro-freedom groups and former militants have been detained in police stations across the Valley.
In Baramulla, youth in many parts of the district have started patrolling during nights to guard against night raids by police who have taken to entering homes at night to pick up youth on charges of stone-pelting.
Youths have also blocked roads by placing wooden logs and large stones to prevent police vehicles from entering residential areas.
Teams keep a watch by turn and as soon as any movement of police is witnessed, an announcement is made through masjid loudspeakers. People, including women, then come rushing out of their houses and shout pro-freedom and anti-India slogans to let the police know they are not afraid of them.
	People in Baramulla say that police have arrested more than a hundred youths in the past few days.
In old Baramulla town, youths block all the four bridges that connect the old town with the new as soon as police and paramilitary deployments are withdrawn in the evening. Then they sit upon the barricades, which serves a twin purpose: to keep watch against police, and to allow vehicles with patients or essential supplies to pass.
In Fatehgarg area, people in large numbers have been holding protests in the night for the past ten days. Slogans like “We want freedom” are shouted to keep people awake.
Sources said that police have prepared a list of more than a thousand youths in north Kashmir districts, mainly in Baramulla and Kupwara, with the plan of arresting them.
· 12 youth arrested in Rajouri
Aug 06: Rajouri police have arrested 12 youth on charges of stone pelting during Friday’s protests against Kashmir killings.
As per details available with media, two separate FIRs have been registered in Rajouri police station against the youth for allegedly pelting stones on police. “Police teams raided several locations last night and arrested 12 youth involved in stone pelting, while searches are on to nab others,” a senior police officer said.
Government has given us directions to act tough against all ‘trouble makers’, he added.
Sources disclosed that majority of the youth arrested are in the age group of 15 to 23 years and are residents of a particular locality of Rajouri town.
· In just 1 month, 1300 youth arrested from Valley districts
Aug 07: Police have arrested at least 1300 youth from various parts of Kashmir in the past one month while frequent raids by cops have triggered panic among people across the Valley.
The police raids have forced hundreds of youth to go into hiding while people across Kashmir remain awake during nights to foil arrests of youth.
Reports said most of the arrests have been made in Anantnag (Islamabad), Kulgam, Pulwama and Shopian districts of South Kashmir. “Over 400 youth have been arrested from these districts in the past one month,” a senior police official said.
Several youth have also been arrested from North and Central Kashmir districts, he said.
On August 7, Kashmir’s Inspector General of Police admitted in an official handout that 1000 youth have been arrested since July 2016. Independent sources however said over 1300 youth have been lodged in police stations so far.
Reports said from the past one week, sleuths of Special Operation Group of J&K Police and Central Reserve Police Force are carrying out joint nocturnal raids to arrest of youth who have allegedly been involved in stone-pelting or have been part of anti-India and pro-freedom protests since July 8 killing of Burhan Wani. They said hundreds of youth have gone into the hiding because of frequent police raids.
The parents of scores of youth, according to reports, are also being called to police stations. “We are being pressurized to hand-over our children,” a delegation of people from Shopian told media. They said in the dead of the night, policemen raid residential houses to “create panic.”
To foil the raids, people in almost all areas of Kashmir remain awake nowadays. “When cops come for raid, we resist,” residents of Shopian said, adding: “Youth do not stay at home during nights.”
Another delegation from Pulwama said police have arrested youth who have “nothing to do with stone-throwing or street protests.”
“Police raided my house last night and arrested my son. He was not involved in any stone-pelting,” Ghulam Muhammad, a local resident said. “They also beat inmates during the raid.”
“Parents are being kept in dark about the location of their sons by the concerned police authorities for unknown reasons,” a group of parents said. “During raids, the police often resort to ransacking, beating of residents and harassing women folk.”
Police, on its part, alleged that youth who have so far been arrested have participated in “separatist protests in the past one month.”
· 8-yr boy among over 80 arrested in Pulwama
Aug 8:  An 8-year old boy is among over 80 boys arrested by police in Pulwama triggering widespread protests here while forces have allegedly swooped on localities damaging properties and thrashing people.
After the unrest in the Valley following killing of 21-year-old Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani, police have launched a crackdown on youth across the Valley especially in South Kashmir.
Police have so far arrested over 80 youth including an 8-year-old boy Basit Manzoor. 
Terrified father of Basit couldn’t muster the courage for last two-days to visit the Pulwama police station to meet his son fearing his arrest. 
It was Basit’s mother who went to the police station and remains inconsolable after seeing her son being “tortured’’ and ruthlessly beaten up. 
SSP, Pulwama, Rayees Ahmad Bhat, said they have arrested boys as they were indulging in stone pelting. 
“We have arrested over 80-youth for their involvement in stone pelting,” he said and admitted that some minor boys were also arrested.
Bhat said the parents of the arrested youth can take a legal recourse to ensure release of their wards. 
“The parents can move the court. However, we can’t release them as they have been caught while resorting to stone pelting,” he said.
The detention of Basit has triggered an outrage in Prichoo village, which is only few minutes’ drive from the Pulwama town and has remained in the grip of unrest ever since the death of Burhan in an encounter with forces in Kokernag on July 8. 
Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, Basit’s father, told media that his son was not part of any protest. 
“He had been returning home after offering Friday prayers when the police men detained him and thrashed him with the gun butts and batons. We have been told that he won’t be released till August 15,” he said.
Basit is a 5th class student of Muslim Medium Education Trust (MMET) school Pulwama and, according to locals, he was not part of any protests. 
Manzoor, who runs a grocery shop at Prichoo, said he was not at home when Basit was arrested. “I have not visited my son as I fear I may be arrested by the cops at the police station”.
“Police have told my wife that he won’t be released upto August 15. We have been told that if any worker of a mainstream party interferes and recommends his release then only police will act. But I do not know any of these political workers so I fear that my son will continue to face detention,” he said.
He said his son Basit was beaten mercilessly by the cops and is now not able to stand up. 
“Basit has been tortured. He was picked up when no stone pelting was taking place in the area. We have also heard that many other youth have also been arrested from other places,” said Bilal Ahmad Bhat, Basit’s brother.
The detention of minor has triggered protests in the area and people alleged that after the protests, force personnel swooped on the village and damaged both private and public property. 
“Police and CRPF men come every night and barge into the houses. They have vandalized both the public and private property. They even abuse and harass women folk,” said a local resident.
Another local resident, Aaqib Ahmad, said marble sheets worth lakhs of rupees have been damaged by the police and CRPF men in the village. “What has been left is only the broken pieces of marble. The security personnel come every night and damage the property. They even damaged the electricity transformer”.
With shops remaining shut, broken pieces of bricks lay scattered on the roads here making the pedestrian and vehicular movement difficult. 
In the Pulwama chowk, police and CRPF men man the deserted roads. 
The locals said scores of youth have been arrested by the police. 
The day begins with the sermons being played out from the mosques asking people to rise up against the “oppression’’.
	High Court August 8 took cognizance of a Rising Kashmir story about the detention of a minor Basit Manzoor in Pulwama and directed the SSP Pulwama to release the boy immediately.
The single bench of Justice Muzaffar Hussain Attar directed that Rising Kashmir story shall form part of the petition listed for hearing on August 23.
The judges directed SSP Pulwama to handover custody of the child to his mother and report the compliance to Registrar Judicial of the court.
· Govt. unleashes PSA on youth; 65 booked, 60 more ‘cases prepared’
Aug 22: In a bid to quell the ongoing agitation, the J&K Government has booked more than 65 persons under the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA) in the past 44 days while 50-60 fresh dossiers have been prepared to carry out further detentions under the law which the Amnesty International has termed ‘lawless law’ and against international human rights obligations.
Details gathered by media from deputy commissioners and district police chiefs reveal that 65 persons have been booked under PSA post Burhan Wani killing by forces on July 8 in south Kashmir’s Islamabad (Anantnag) district.
According to sources, 50-60 fresh dossiers have been prepared by district police chiefs to book more civilians under the law which has come under sharp criticism from human rights bodies as PSA enables the State to detain anyone for up to two years without trial.
“These fresh cases are at pre-execution stage. The warrants would be executed once they are cleared by DCs and State Home Ministry,” sources disclosed.
Sources also revealed that the administration is “indiscriminately” and “arbitrarily” applying PSA against people in all 10 districts of Kashmir.
“We have got instructions from the higher-ups to book the protesters under the law,” said a Deputy Commissioner, wishing anonymity.
“A video-conference was also recently held by the Government to discuss the issue.”
Kashmir is witnessing massive pro-freedom protest demonstrations since July 8, notwithstanding the restrictions and curfew imposed by the authorities in nook and corner of the region.
Under PSA, the detention period is three months in case of public disorder and six months in a case involving security of the State.
However, in both situations there is provision for revision and the detention period can be extended to 1 year and 2 years respectively.
When contacted, Principal Secretary Home, Raj Kumar Goyal said he is busy in a meeting. Later, he did not respond to repeated calls from this newspaper.
In the past, successive regimes of J&K have come under sharp criticism for booking people under PSA.
In 2011, the Amnesty International described the PSA as a ‘lawless law’. A year later, the rights group said, “In 2012, this assessment continues to hold true. Despite seemingly positive political and legal developments in recent months, the PSA and its implementation in JK continue to violate India’s obligations under international human rights law,” the report read.
· Dar-ul-Uloom raided
Police and CRPF personnel August 23 evening raided one of the leading religious seminaries, Madrasa Bab-ul-Uloom at Chanpora Srinagar.
Confirming the raid, the head of seminary Mir Sajad Rehmani said that the raids were conducted “only to harass the students and other staffers”.
Mir said that the police and CPRF surrounded the seminary at around 5.15 pm and “started asking absurd questions to the faculty, even alleging that we feed militants here.”
“They later searched our premises and detained two of our employees. It was after the locals intervened that they were released,” he said.
He slammed the government for “harassing the students” at the seminary he said has been “producing religious scholars for the past many years.”
He said that such actions will not achieve any objective and will only aggravate the crisis.
· Week on, police refuses to release 9-year-old Hajin boy
Aug 23: A 9-year-old boy has been detained in police station Hajin for the last eight days, notwithstanding J&K high court’s direction earlier this month that no child should be lodged in the police station not even in “extreme adverse circumstances”.
The boy, Zubair Ahmad, son of Mushtaq Ahmad Rather, was arrested on August 15 near an army school in the area after stone pelting in the area.
He was immediately handed over to police, but despite requests by his family, the police has refused to release him.
“We plead before the police everyday but the station house officer declines to release him saying he will be released soon,” Shamima, the boy’s mother, told edia.
She said that her son has been kept by the SHO in his room, but “it still has adverse impact on his health and psyche”.
“He is just 9-years of age and one can image the impact on him due to the continuous detention,” Shamima said. “How can a mother bear separation from his tender age son? Police officers too have kids. Can they bear it?” she said, and pleaded for Zubair’s release.
His 80-year-old grandfather also visits the police station daily and asks the police to arrest him but release “my zub (Zubair’s nickname)”.
“We have assured police that we will ensure that he will not repeat the mistake of pelting stones which he might have done inadvertently out of sheer childish manner,” said Mohammad Maqbool, the grandfather of Zubair.  The family alleged that the police have told them that they will release the boy only when his father appears before it so that “we will lodge him in police station.”
“What kind of logic is this? Why should they arrest father in place of son who is just a kid,” the family said and urged the higher authorities to intervene and see the boy is released forthwith.
Section 83 of Ranbir Penal Code provides that nothing is an offence which is done by the child above 7 years of age and under 12, who has not attained the sufficient maturity of understanding to judge the nature of consequences of his conduct on that occasion.
Citing same section of the RPC, the high court earlier this month observed that the child was to be dealt with in accordance of Jammu and Kashmir Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act of 2013 and cannot be lodged in police station.
Subsequently, it had ordered the release of an 8-year-old boy from Pulwama who was arrested by police along with 80 other persons in the south Kashmir district.
“Ours is a society governed by rule of law. Even in extreme adverse circumstances, this Court is duty bound to enforce law of land…. The child cannot be lodged in the police station,” the court had said and directed senior superintendent of Police, Pulwama to handover the custody of the 8-year-old boy to his mother forthwith. After high court’s intervention, the boy was later released.
When contacted, superintendent of police, Bandipora, Sheikh Zulfikar, said that he would look into the matter and requested media to call him back after sometime.
However, despite attempts, the officer did not pick up the phone later.
· Man ‘with mind of a child’ booked under PSA
Aug 26:  A man said to be mentally unfit and “innocent as a child” has been booked under the draconian Public Safety Act (PSA) by police in Beehama village of Ganderbal district. Mohammad Abdullah Malla, 43, is now lodged in Udhampur Jail. His wife Naseema said that her husband was innocent, a claim that residents of Beehma seconded.
“He was a labourer who had never taken part in any protests, let alone stone-pelting,” Nassema said, referring to the police claim that Abdullah had pelted policemen with stones. “So many uprisings took place in Kashmir, but Abdullah never took part in them. He had stayed aloof even during the ‘90s,” Naseema said.
Ganderbal SSP Imtiaz Ismail told medid that  Abdullah had led protests on at least three occasions and hence was booked under PSA. But the village head of Beehama said that he can swear by Abdullah’s innocence. “I can tell you with assurance that Abdullah never participated in any protests, in fact, every single soul of this area can testify that Abdullah is innocent. He was as innocent as a child,” the village head said.
Locals said the same about Abdullah. They said that Abdullah suffered from mental deficiency and his actions in the past, which people in Behama had witnessed, proved this.
Abdul Rahim, an octogenarian resident of Beehma and a “well respected” man, had this to narrate: “In the early ‘90s, Abdullah burnt down his own auto, and rather than mourning he rejoiced as the documents of the auto were not in the vehicle.”
Rahim said that Abdullah had gone to check the engine of his auto carrying a candle in his hand. “There was leakage of oil, and Abdullah went beneath the auto with the candle, due to which the auto caught fire and was burnt,” Rahim said.
When the locals scolded Abdullah for his carelessness, Abdullah reminded them that the documents of his vehicle were undamaged. “Kenh chuna kagaz chi thik (Don’t worry, the documents are safe),” Abdullah had told locals with his trademark laughter.
“Who on earth goes near inflammable oil with a candle? And who would rejoice after destroying their own property? It is sad that a person like him has been booked under the draconian law,” Rahim said.
A resident of Beehama compared Abdullah’s mental state with that of Hrithik Roshan in the movie Koi Mil Gaya. “He was an adult but his mind was like of a child,” he said.
Expressing concern over Abdullah’s incarceration, the local said, ”He has a young family and it will be extremely hard for them to fight the case. I hope somebody intervenes.”
· Govt intensifies crackdown against separatists, youth
Aug 27: The government has intensified crackdown against the separatist leadership and detained even their lower rung activists and booked many youth under the infamous Public Safety Act (PSA).
Police has further intensified its crackdown against the separatist leaders. 
The cops yesterday detained Hurriyat Conference (M) chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. He has been lodged at sub jail in Cheshma Shahi.
JKLF chairman Mohammad Yasin Malik, DFP chairman Shabir Ahmad Shah and many other top separatist leaders have already been arrested. Hurriyat (G) chairman Syed Ali Geelani has remained under house arrest at his Hyderpora residence from a long time. 
Police have also slapped Public Safety Act (PSA) against the lower rung Hurriyat activists as well as those youth, whom it accuses of indulging in stone pelting.
In Pulwama district, at least 10 people have been booked under the PSA. “Those who have been booked have been instigating the people to indulge in anti-government protests and take part in incidents of stone pelting,” said a senior government official. 
He said those, who are found indulging in the stone pelting for the first time are being booked routinely by lodging cases against them at the police stations. “The PSA against the people is being slapped after a dossier is being prepared by the police. The PSA is slapped by the concerned District Magistrate,” said an official.
In Kulgam, PSA has been slapped against eight people including a Hurriyat leader. 
A senior official said many people include the separatist leaders have been arrested across South Kashmir.
Police have resorted to arrest spree across Kashmir to foil anti-India protests. At least 1300 people have been detained while police has also prepared a list of people, whom it accuses of having taken part in the stone pelting incidents. 
Deputy Inspector General of Police, South Kashmir, Nitish Kumar, said they have detained many people who were trying to disturb peace. 
“For us anyone who indulges in stone pelting or instigates someone to pelt stones is to be dealt under law,” he said.
· Minor booked under PSA
Aug 29: A 17-year-old boy from Soura has been booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) by the police.
As per his family who live in Wani Mohalla Anchar, Rashid Ahmad, a class 10 student, was arrested at main chowk Soura when “he was coming back to his home after his contractor told him that there would be no work today (on Friday, August 12.”
His father, Ghulam Mohammad Wani, said that his son used to earn to fulfil his own educational expenses and at times help his family as well by doing odd jobs in free time.
“He has never ever pelted a stone at anyone. He was slapped with PSA only because those criminals (policemen) were unable to catch anyone who pelted stones at them that day and caught hold of my son and beat him up severely later,” his father said.
His uncle Ghulam Nabi said police have fabricated charges against Rashid and they have registered his age as above 18, although his school certificates say he is only 17.
The locals residents said the police have been arresting youths randomly.
· Tral kidney patient booked under PSA, sent to Kathua jail
Aug 29: Muhammad  Subhan Bhat of Loragam, Tral, says he does not understand why his ailing son Fayaz Ahmad has been detained under the Public Safety Act, a much-criticsed law under which a person can be imprisoned without trial for up to one year and, theoretically, perpetually by repeating it.
At least 169 people have been marked for arrest under this law for participating and “instigating” people during the raging anti-India uprising. More than a dozen people have been already arrested.
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat, who according to his family is suffering from chronic nephrological disorders, was summoned by the police last week and detained at the Tral police station for a few days before being dispatched to Kahtua Jail in Jammu.
Subhan said, “Police called him several times but he couldn’t go because of the ailment. Last week a policeman again called and said it will only take a few minutes at the station. He went to see the Station House Officer but was detaine.”
“We along with some village elders went to the SHO who promised that since he was not involved in any case and was ailing he would be released if we met the higher officials,” he said.
“Some higher officials too promised us that he will be released but later we heard he was shifted to Kahuta jail. Some other youths have been sent to jail,” he said.
Fayaz is a computer operator at a private institute in Tral and had been resting after his ailment was detected in June.
· 163 people booked under PSA in 50 days
Aug 29: The government has booked 163 people in Valley under the infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) during ongoing unrest in the Valley.
	According to a data compiled by the government, 163 people including separatist leaders and youth have been booked under PSA.
	The official document reveals that the PSA has been invoked against the 163 people in last 50 days.
	It further discloses that over thousand persons are currently under the police scanner and government intends to book more people under the PSA to stop protests and stone pelting.
	Those who have been booked are accused of either stone pelting or organizing events that led to violence in the Valley. 
· 2 sons killed, 75-yr old Jama’at leader booked under PSA
Aug 30: Police have booked senior Jama’at Islami leader Muhammad Yousuf Sheikh of Sopore under controversial Public Safety Act for his alleged role in participating in pro-freedom protests and the accused has been shifted to Kupwara jail.
Sheikh, resident of Iqbal Nagar Sopore, as per dossier prepared by Sopore police, “is an active member of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat and has been leading unruly and violent mobs at least on three occasions in Sopore during the present crisis.” He has been also accused of propagating anti-India sentiments and instigating youth against state.
As per the dossier vide no. PROSS/PSA/2016/20928 Dated 9-8-16, prepared by police, “Sheikh motivates and instigates the youth of the town Sopore for creating law and order problems, thereby disturbing the peace and tranquility of the area.”
“On 21-7-2016 at ChinkiporaSopore, a violent mob led by Sheikh and his associates resorted to heavy stone pelting upon police/security forces vehicles, a case under FIR NO. 251/2016 U/S 307, 147,148,149,336,427 RPC 3 PPD Act stands registered in police station Sopore,” reads the dossier.
Two other cases framed against Muhammad Yousuf Sheikh are for leading violent mob and instigating them for stone pelting on police and security forces on July 24 and 30.
“On July 24 and 30, you and your associates led a unruly mob and resorted to heavy stone pelting on police and security forces due to which some security personnel got injured seriously. An FIR vide no. 267/2016 and 287/2016 under section 307,147,148,149,336,332, and 427 RPC 3 PPD stands registered against you in police station Sopore.”
When contacted, superintendent of police Sopore Harmeet Singh said the detained person was involved in ‘instigating’ youths for stone pelting and ‘propagating’ anti-India sentiments in the area.
“He was involved in instigating young people for stone pelting and was using mosques for propagating anti-India sentiments,” he said. “Sheikh is associated with Jama’at Islami and is close to Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani. He has returned some six months back from Pakistan visit and since then his activities were being closely monitored.”
Sheikh Muhammad Yousuf is an influential person in Sopore because of his social and religious contribution and has been associated with Jamaat Islami for past 52 years.
The family has passed through turbulent times after its two sons were killed during the ongoing turmoil in Kashmir.
Altaf Ahmad Sheikh, the elder son of Sheikh Muhammad Yousuf, a government employee in health department, was killed by unknown gunmen last year. His younger son Rouf Ahmad Sheikh, PhD in Islamic Studies was killed by armed forces in the year 2000 at Srinagar.
· 4 more Ganderbal youth booked under PSA
Aug 30: Four more youth have been were booked under Public Safety Act in Ganderbal district and shifted to Udhampur and Kot Balwal Jails.
	The youth are Tariq Ahmad Sofi of Saloora, Nasir Ahmad Wani of Kachhan, Feroz Ahmad Ganai of Baroosa Lar and Tariq Ahmad Malik of Kangan town.
	Official sources told media that two more cases were dropped and returned on health and age grounds.
	Police said that they were arrested on charges of stone pelting, violence and creating law and order problems under sections 307, 323, 147, 148, 149, 336, 332 and 427 RPC.
	FIRs under no.s 141,158\2016 stand registered against Nasir at police station Ganderbal while as FIR no.s 70, 74, 80 and 84 stand registered against Malik at police station Kangan.
	Similarly FIR no.s 15,37 and 40 are against Feroz at police station Kheerbhawani and FIR no.s 158 and 141 against Sofi at Ganderbal police station.
	Wani and Malik were shifted to Udhampur while as Sofi and Ganai have been lodged in Kot Bhalwal.
	Earlier this month four other youth in Ganderbal district were booked under PSA and shifted to jails outside Kashmir.
· Dozens of Govt employees booked for joining protests
Aug 31: Dozens of government employees including 33 of education department have been booked for participating in pro-freedom protests during the ongoing unrest.
Officials said these employees have been found participating in stone pelting and anti-India protests during the unrest in Kashmir that erupted in the wake of killing of Burhan Wani on July 8.
Kupwara district administration, according to sources, has forwarded the list of such employees to the heads of the concerned departments in the district with the directions to take “immediate action’ against such employees.
“The list of these employees who have been found involved in stone pelting incidents has been given to the HoDs for initiating disciplinary action against them,” senior officials in the district administration said.
They said the employees whose names have been forwarded for action include 33 employees of the education department.
Confirming the development, Chief Education Officer (CEO) Kupwara said names of 33 employees of education department including some teachers were forwarded from the district administration with the directions to initiate action against them.
He said FIR has been already registered against 22 employees of the department while as inquiry will be initiated against eight employees to probe their involvement in stone pelting and protests.
“Deputy Commissioner Kupwara has directed the department to initiate inquiry against eight employees regarding their involvement in the stone pelting,” he said.
He said the employees against whom FIR has been registered will be suspended from service.
Besides education department, Police have registered cases against scores of employees of other departments in the district.
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Kumar Rajiv Ranjan, said he was not authorised to talk to media. “Contact district information officer regarding any issue,” Ranjan said.
He said the list of these government employees can be obtained from the Home department.

Police seek more SPOs, the ‘canon fodder’ of insurgency

Aug 29: At a time when the Jammu and Kashmir Police have advertised for the recruitment of 10,000 special police officers (SPOs), clearly to undermine the anti-India uprising in Kashmir, a look at the previous recruited SPOs shows that only 14 percent of them have been regularised.
According to state government figures, 3,331 SPOs have been given regular jobs as constables/followers against the overall number of 23,828 SPOs recruited in the past years in the state.
According to the document, the top priority for giving a regular job to an SPO, who is otherwise paid an honorarium, is “good performance in counter insurgency operations”, followed by performance in sports and the qualification of an ITI diploma.
In the new advertisement of the J&K Police, newly recruited SPOs are promised a monthly pay of Rs 5,000, which a year later would be increased to Rs 5,500. After three years of service, the salary would become Rs 6,000 per month.
Before January 2016, SPOs were paid a monthly sum of Rs 3,000 that was enhanced from Rs 1,500 a few years ago.

International condemnations and concerns

The ongoing Kashmir uprising 2016 against Indian rule which was death with extreme force by Indian state forces killing 77 persons and thousands injured including blinding of scores by August end invited international condemnation. Below are the statement and concerns expressed internationally. 
· UN will continue to monitor Kashmir situation: Ban’s office
Aug 02: The UN said it will continue to monitor the tense situation in Kashmir even as the world body again called on both India and Pakistan to “work constructively” to resolve the issue.
“The United Nations has repeatedly…put out the message to both sides (India and Pakistan) about the need for them to work constructively with each other on this issue. And we will continue to monitor the situation including, of course, through our monitoring group on the ground, the UN Military Observers Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP),” UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said here.
He was responding to a question by a Pakistani journalist on the ongoing unrest in Kashmir in the aftermath of the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani.
When asked if UN rights are being violated by Indian forces, Haq alluded to the work of the world body’s Human Rights Council.
Haq was also asked if the UN has any plans to ban the use of pellet guns that have been used by security forces to quell protests in Kashmir.
The deputy spokesman said he has nothing to add except reiterating the UN’s stand on Kashmir.
The UN has expressed concern over the tense situation in Kashmir and Ban had last month called on all sides to exercise “maximum restraint to avoid further violence and hoped that all concerns would be addressed through peaceful means”.
Ban’s spokesman had said the UN chief was closely following the recent clashes in Kashmir and “regrets” the loss of dozens of lives and injuries to many others.
· UN chief slams Kashmir killings
Aug 19: UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has deplored the killings of Kashmiri protesters at the hands of the government forces in Kashmir, where a raging anti-India uprising began last month following the death of a popular militant commander Burhan Wani.
Ban Ki-moon urged India and Pakistan to settle Kashmir and other issues through dialogue.
“The United Nations remains convinced that it is only through dialogue that the outstanding issues between Pakistan and India, including on Kashmir, can be addressed.”
· United Nations says support people's right to demonstrate
Aug 25: The UN said it supports people's right to demonstrate their opinions peacefully about issues they care about, amid reports that women in PaK had offered their bangles to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon during protests for 'not doing enough' on the Kashmir issue.
 	"I think we are... We are fully supportive of everyone's right to demonstrate their opinions peacefully about issues that they care about," Ban's spokesperson Stephane Dujarric told reporters here yesterday.
 	He was asked to comment on some reports in the Pakistani media of women in Muzaffarabad offering their bangles to Ban as a kind of insult aimed at him over perceived inaction over violence in Kashmir, where tensions have escalated following the killing of Hizbul commander Burhan Wani.
 	Ban had said that he is closely following the clashes in Kashmir, calling on all parties to "exercise maximum restraint" to avoid further violence and hoped that all concerns would be addressed through "peaceful means".
· Excessive use of force in Kashmir: Human Rights Watch
Aug 27: The South Asia Director of Human Rights Watch (HRW), an international human rights organization which publishes more than 100 reports each year on rights conditions in 90 countries, in an interview with Greater Kashmir on Saturday said that in Kashmir “de facto impunity prevails” for the government forces, while calling on the government to “investigate each incident where ammunition, even pellets, were used, to determine if the use of force was proportionate.”
“For too long, inquiries are ordered, but we see no outcome,” said Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia Director of Human Rights Watch. “It is for this reason we have been calling for the repeal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act and other laws that provide immunity from prosecution.”
Ganguly said the state should ensure that use of force do not violate domestic and international guidelines. “There are repeated allegations that riot-control guns which fire pellets instead of live ammunition were not used properly, leading to severe injuries, even deaths,” she said, adding that “even uninvolved bystanders were injured.”
“Those responsible for violations should know that they will be held to account, not protected from prosecution after internal inquiries that are considered neither transparent nor fair,” said Ganguly who has previously served as the South Asia Correspondent for Time Magazine before joining Human Rights Watch.
“The United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms say that law enforcement officials should apply nonviolent means before resorting to the use of force, use force only in proportion to the seriousness of the offense, and only when strictly unavoidable to protect life,” Ganguly said, adding that if the government insists that it has ordered maximum restraint and “if those orders are disobeyed, or there are violations of procedure, troops have to be held to account.” 
She said there has clearly been “excessive and indiscriminate use of force” leading to scores of fatalities and hundreds of injuries in the recent protests. “There are repeated allegations about abusive and rough treatment by security officials deployed on the streets,” she said, adding that the state response to peaceful protests has also been “disappointing.”
The HRW South Asia Director also expressed concern about the reports of troops deployed in Kashmir schools. “In addition to endangering student and teacher safety, the military use of schools also hinders children’s access to education and lowers the quality of their studies,” she said, adding that HRW has documented around the world that turning classrooms into barracks leads to disruptions to studies, lower school enrollment, decreased school attendance, and damage to school infrastructure. “It is important that peaceful voices of dissent and criticism receive a fair hearing,” she said in response to a question. “That is the way to address discontent, so that people are assured that they will get justice."
· Kashmiri-Americans protest to highlight Kashmir situation
Aug 30: The Non-Resident Kashmiris based in the United States of America staged a rally in the centre of Chicago to highlight the human rights violations being committed in Kashmir Valley.
A statement released by Kashmir Solidarity Council of North America said on Tuesday that  Chicago’s immigrant Kashmiri community came together on Sunday to draw a “sharper spotlight on the little-covered humanitarian crisis and to call for an end to the brutality of this latest wave of military violence”.
Hundreds of Kashmiri-Americans gathered with their allies at the centre of Chicago, and marched to raise public awareness about the “growing political and humanitarian crisis” that threatens the entire region, it said.
It said dozens of civilian killings, thousands of injuries at the hands of government forces “tear at diaspora community”.
“India has imposed constant curfew across the region for the last seven weeks, while fatalities and injuries occur almost daily across Kashmir at the hands of Indian soldiers,” the statement said.
Many Kashmiri-Americans live in the metro Chicago area, and their relatives are among those who’ve witnessed or experienced the violence in Kashmir, it said.
“Many of those injured confront a terrible fate – the loss of their eyesight, since troops have been shooting at protesters’ faces with ‘non-lethal’ pellet guns,” it added.
“Yet the state-sponsored violence has occurred largely within a media blackout, as India’s right-wing government has blocked all TV channels in the region, restricted reporters’ mobility and shut down internet and mobile phone access in the region, while the Indian army has ordered the burning of all copies of newspapers in the Valley. Facebook came under fire last month for participating in the censorship,” it said.
The Kashmiri-Americans, as per the statement, are calling on the government of India to end the “indiscriminate” killings of civilians and lift its “draconian media blackout” of the region.
At the same time, it said, they are urging the US legislators to join human rights activists in condemning the “state-sponsored violence”.

US backs Amnesty over India sedition case

Aug 22: The United States has backed Amnesty International after a sedition case was registered against the global rights group in Bengaluru for hosting a Kashmir event where alleged anti-India slogans were raised.
State Department Deputy Spokesperson Mark Toner said that US supported the right to freedom of expression for anyone, including the Amnesty.
"With Amnesty International, I'm sorry. Well, we obviously, as we do around the world, support the right to freedom of expression and assembly, including through civil society," Toner told reporters here on Monday.
He was asked about the sedition charge against the group in India after they staged an event called "Broken Families" on the situation of different families in Kashmir. 
Toner said the State Department was aware of the reports that police in Bengaluru have "initiated preliminary investigation into allegations of sedition against Amnesty International.
"I direct you to the police for more details into this investigation, but certainly we, as I said, respect the right for Amnesty and others to express themselves freely."
The remarks came a day after Karnataka Home Minister G. Parameshwara said he had "not given any clean chit" to the rights group. He had earlier said the group was not involved in anti-national activities though some anti-India slogans were raised by some participants at the event at United Theological College in the city on August 13.

Quietly, Army is back on North Kashmir streets
Enforces strict night curfew

Aug 24: Away from the media glare, the Army has taken over the control in all north Kashmir districts and are not allowing the people to move from evening till morning, enforcing strict night curfew.
In Kupwara, Baramulla, Bandipora, Handwara and Sopore Army enforces curfew every evening till morning by erecting barricades. Scores of drivers and passengers have faced the wrath of the Army in last more than a week.
In Kupwara town, the local Army unit of Rashtriya Rifles (RR) enforces curfew at 6 p.m and lifts it at 6 in morning. “They announce curfew on public address systems and do not allow us to open the shops,” a functionary of Kupwara Traders Federation told media. “Till 6 a.m, we cannot venture out.”
The Army has also stopped the movement of vehicles which used to ply on inter-district routes during the night. They also stop movement in Trehgam, Kraplora, Lolab and Ramhall areas.
The vehicles for Srinagar, Baramulla and other areas used to leave from Kupwara town after 8 p.m in view of the ongoing strike since July 9.
“They erect barricades outside town, Drugmulla and several other places and stop our movement,” Abdul Rashid (name changed), a TATA Sumo driver told media. “They have beaten our drivers and damaged the vehicles.”
Pertinently, ambulances from north Kashmir have also stopped ferrying patients during the night because of curfew imposed by the Army. The Army also close down several gates, adjoining their camps to stop the movement of people during night.
Similar is the situation in Baramulla, Sopore, Handwara and Bandipora areas of north Kashmir. In these towns, Army announces curfew in the evenings. “The Army parties close roads at Kanispora, Sagrama and at several other places to stop the movement of the people during the night,” said a member of Baramulla Transporters Association. “About a week ago we used to ferry the passengers to different places during the night.”
In the Sopore town of Baramulla district, Army erects barricades at Seelo to stop traffic from Kupwara and Handwara. They also close down the main Sopore bridge and by-pass to stop the movement of traffic during the night.
In Bandipora district the Army erects the barricades at Saderkote, Safapora, Watlab and some other areas to stop the movement of people.
A top police official said that Army has taken the step of stopping the movement during night in consultation with police. “In other words, we have sought their assistance. We want people to move during the day,” he said.
Deputy Inspector General of Police, north Kashmir, Uttam Chand said that every step is being taken for betterment of people. “Our prime concern is betterment of people. So the measures for the purpose are there,” he told media.
· 
Militarization
· 
· Paramilitary forces occupy 20 schools, 50 vital installations
Aug 23: The paramilitary forces have occupied 20 government and semi-government schools besides 50 vital government installations across Kashmir as BSF is replacing CRPF for maintaining law and order after a gap of 12 years.
According to sources, the paramilitary BSF occupied Government Middle School Guptganga, Nishat, Government High School, Nishat, Government High School Kralkhud, Government Girls Higher Secondary Kothi Bagh, Government Higher Secondary School Panthachowk, Government Higher Secondary School Rainawari, M P School, Maharaj Gunj, Government High School Safa Kadal, National School Karan Nagar, Government High School, Lal Bazaar, DAV School, Jawahar Nagar, Government Higher Secondary School Shutra Shahi, Government High Secondary School Channapora, Government Higher Scondary School, B K Pora Nowgam while Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) also occupied a number of schools buildings across Kashmir.
Besides the schools, the paramilitary forces also occupied 50 vital installations of the government for setting up their camps.
The schools today had been transformed into a part of battlefield despite the broad international law requiring parties to armed conflicts to spare educational institutions from use in support of military effort.
The playing fields in these schools have already been encircled with barbed wires, classrooms filled with sleeping cots of troopers, fortifications established atop buildings, snipers positioned in classroom windows, rifles stacked in hallways, grenades hidden under desks and armoured vehicles parked in compounds.
Talking to media, Inspector General (IG) BSF, Kashmir Frontier, Vikas Chandra said, “We couldn’t have taken over schools until the government approved of it.”
He said they were setting up camps at different places as the government had asked it to replace CRPF.
“We have taken over four schools in Srinagar – S P Higher Secondary School, DAV School and two more schools in Nishat and Bemina,” the IG BSF said.
However, Director Education, Shah Faesal said he would offer no comments on the issue of schools being occupied by the paramilitary forces.
The decision of handing schools to paramilitary forces has evoked widespread criticism and strong resentment across Kashmir.
Criticizing the government’s decision of allowing paramilitary forces to occupy schools, the twitter handle of Hurriyat Conference (G) Chairman, Syed Ali Geelani highlighted the issue.
“BSF and paramilitary CRPF troopers have occupied various key government and semi-government schools in #Kashmir (sic),” Geelani tweeted.
Two years after the incumbent Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti’s father took over as the CM in 2002, the paramilitary forces were asked to vacate school buildings but in Mehbooba’s tenure, they have now started re-occupying schools.
The decision of the paramilitary forces to occupy schools comes just a day after Education Minister Naeem Akhtar announced reopening of government schools in Kashmir.
A survey of the ‘Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack’, an inter-agency coalition formed in 2010 to address the problem of targeted attacks on education during armed conflict, has given ‘Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict’ asking the fighting forces not to use functioning schools and universities in any way in support of the military effort.
The paramilitary forces in Kashmir have also occupied another 50 vital installations of the government in a bid to quell protests witnessed during the past 46 days, ending in 67 civilian killings.
Government of India has also rushed 26 more companies of BSF men to Kashmir from Gujarat, West Bengal and Rajasthan.
The BSF conducted anti-militancy operations in Kashmir from 1991 to 2004 when they were replaced in Srinagar by CRPF and moved to their primary duty of guarding the borders.
Now the BSF men are in schools.
· Centre replaces BSF, rushes 25 more CRPF companies
Aug 30: At least 25 more companies of Central Reserve Police Force are being rushed to Kashmir which continues to witness protests amid killing of 70 civilians in forces’ action during the past 53 days. Media quoting its sources reported that the additional companies would be replacing the equal number of Border Security Force companies which had been deployed in Srinagar and other parts of the Kashmir last week—a move which had draw sharp criticism. Eight of the 25 additional companies have already arrived in Kashmir, they said.
	“They (the additional companies) are coming to replace BSF and to augment the present strength of CRPF and other forces in Kashmir,” said PRO, CRPF Rajeshwar Yadav, adding: “The BSF deployment was a stop-gap arrangement made by Government of India in view of the non-availability of the CRPF that time.” 
Kashmir has a regular deployment of 47 battalions of CRPF which is used for “law and order” duties and other purposes. While a company comprises of 100 forces’ personnel, 1000 per¬sonnel constitute one battalion. 
Kumar said apart from the regular deployment, several companies which had arrived to Kashmir for Amaranth Yatra have also been used in Kashmir to “assist in handling law and order situation”.

CRPF counter stone pelters with ‘Islam’

Aug 23: Astonishing pictures of riot shields used by forces in Kashmir’s ongoing unrest show CRPF men have been using religion as a tool to keep stone pelters at bay.
The men in uniform who stand fully equipped with riot control equipment like helmets, carry riot shields used for protection while handling stone pelting incidents. 
However, on these carry shields, forces have written ‘ISLAM’ perhaps to stop boys from pelting stones at them.
Experts believe this could either be another way of reacting to the ‘graffiti protests’ being used extensively by people to protest against the civilian killings or simply to force stone-pelters not to pelt stone at something with religious connotations.
A group of CRPF personnel standing near Barzulla Bridge were carrying riot shields with Islam written on them. 
On asking why Islam was written on the shields, they said, “Kashmiri boys do not pelt stones at us when they see Islam written on the shields.”
However, the group of CRPF personnel on duty did not share much information regarding the religious graffiti. 
The deserted roads of the summer capital Srinagar are dotted with CRPF, BSF, SSB to assist J&K Police to maintain law and order since Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani was killed in a gunfight with forces on July 8.
Kashmir's Grand Mufti, Mufti Bashiruddin said it was highly condemnable act. 
He said by using Islam’s name on their equipment, forces were not only provoking youth but also hurting the sentiments of Muslims.

Officially stated
· 
· In just 1 month, 6000 pellet cartridges used on Kashmir protesters
Aug 04: The pellets used by police and Central Reserve Police Force to disperse protesters in Kashmir are “bare-metal pellets” and the Standard Operating Procedure  prepared by the Bureau of Police Research and Development for crowd control makes no mention of pellet guns, officials said.
 	Police records suggest that in the past more than three weeks, CRPF personnel have fired more than 6000 pellet cartridges in Kashmir to disperse protesters who hit the Valley streets against the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani and the subsequent civilian killings and injuries. The pellets have already blinded scores of people who were hit in their eyes while three deaths have so far taken place due to these so-called non-lethal weapons.
 	Police records suggest that other “non-lethal weapons” used by CRPF include plastic pellet guns, rubber bullets, stun grenades, multi-button shells, blank rounds, pepper balls and capsicum grenades.
 	Pellets were one of three “non-lethal weapons” introduced in Kashmir for crowd control in the aftermath of 2010 protests in which more the 120 people were killed in action by Police, CRPF and Army. The other two were pepper sprays and teargas guns.
 	Actually small balls made of iron, pellets can be of varying weight and size, according to officials.
“The ones recovered from bodies injured persons in the past three weeks indicates that the Central Reserve Police Force is using bare-metal pellets,” a senior police officer, monitoring the Valley situation, told media. “That action really resulted in grave injuries.”
 	The senior police officer said pellets made of metal have to be covered by a 1 or 2 mm rubber coating to minimize their impact. He said this is not to say that a rubber-covered pellet, or a rubber bullet as it is commonly referred to, can’t kill. “Here pellets being used have no such coverage,” he said.
	The officer said since the eruption of on-going unrest on July 8—when Burhan was killed—the SOP is not being followed in letter and spirit to quell the pro-freedom demonstrations. He said metal pellets used by forces here are shot from a 12 bore gun armed with a cartridge that can carry as many as 600 pellets. “When fired, it sprays and not shoots pellets,” he said.
 	“The iron balls are shot at a speed low enough for the person under attack to discern that he’s under threat, but the spray is wide enough to ensure the target is unable to escape,” he said.
He said taking into account “their lethal potential”, pellets should be fired from at least a distance of 500 feet. “If shot from a closer range, the chances of causing permanent damage increase. Pellet gun should be aimed to shoot below the waist,” he said, adding: “Most of the injuries reported in the past three weeks are above-waist.”
 	The police officer said the Standard Operating Procedure prepared by the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) has no mention of pellet guns. He said crowd control has a laid SOP but in almost all cases in Kashmir it wasn’t followed.
 	“For dispersing a protest, you have to use public address system and water-cannons. But here it is teargas, pellets and bullets that are used,” he said. 
 	Commenting over use of “bare metal” pellets in Kashmir, Special Director of CRPF, S N Srivastav said they use pellets which are being supplied to the force. “We are not manufactures of pellets. They get manufactured in ordinance factories,” he told media.
About number pellet cartridges used by CRPF in the past more than weeks, he claimed it will be less than 6000.
· Kashmir situation improving: GoI to SC
Aug 05: The government of India told the Supreme Court that the “law and order” situation in Kashmir Valley has improved considerably since the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani, claiming that violent protests have gone down from 201 on July 9 to 11 on August 3.  The GoI, in a status report filed before a bench of Chief Justice T S Thakur and Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud, said that in view of the improving situation, curfew had been lifted from most parts of the Valley on July 30.
Solicitor General Ranjit Kumar, referring to the report, claimed that the curfew is in force only in certain areas of three districts in the Valley.
“However, due to persistent efforts of the Indian security forces/Jammu and Kashmir Police, the situation has shown remarkable improvement, with the number of incidents declining progressively since the outbreak of violent protests and clashes.
“Compared to 201 incidents on July 9, 2016, only 11 incidents were witnessed as on August 3, 2016,” Kumar said, adding that a total of 872 incidents of violence were reported mainly from south Kashmir and parts of central and north Kashmir.
He also claimed said that in these 872 incidents, 42 civilians and two force personnel were killed, while 2656 civilians were injured.
	Kumar said that 28 government establishments were set ablaze and 49 such establishments were damaged and due to the violent incidents initially curfew was imposed in 10 districts out of 22 districts of the state.
· 1030 FIRs registered from July: IGP Kashmir
Aug 07: Kashmir’s Inspector General of Police Syed Javid Mujtaba Gillani on Sunday said 1030 FIRs stands registered in different police stations of Kashmir in “1018 incidents of violence reported since July 2016.”
In a statement, he claimed that since July, 3329 personnel from J&K and CAPF have been injured while maintaining law and order in the Valley. “Of these injured personnel, many have suffered grievous injuries including multiple fractures. Besides, two personnel from JKP were killed in the violent protests in the Valley,” he alleged. “In all 1018 incidents of violence were reported during this period. 1030 FIRs stands registered in different police stations of the Valley.” 
He also claimed that 29 installations including police stations, police posts and other government establishments were set ablaze and 51 damaged by the protestors. “More than 1000 accused persons have been arrested and bound down (sic) in different police stations of the Valley,” he said.
“Baring two incidents of stone pelting where miscreants attacked security force deployments at Warpora and Nowpora in Sopore, the situation in the Valley remained peaceful on Sunday,” the IGP said.
· Army appeals separatists, other stakeholders to help restore peace
Aug 19: General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Northern Command, Lt Gen D S Hooda appealed separatists and all other players in Kashmir to help restore peace and normalcy in the Valley.
“I appeal everyone, the security forces, the separatists, the government, the student leaders to find a way forward from this,” he said addressing a news conference at the Army’s Srinagar-based strategic 15 Corps Headquarters in Srinagar.
Lt Gen Hooda said there was a need to understand where these protest calendars were coming from as they were encouraging whatever was happening in Kashmir.
“I appeal all to maintain calm,” he said. “Everyone needs to step back, sit down and find a way out of the current situation.”
The appeal to separatists by the Army to help restore peace in Kashmir assumes significances considering the rightwing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government led by Narendra Modi at New Delhi or the Army, as an institution, has always maintained that the separatists are the agents of Pakistan, who need to be sidelined and dealt with an iron fist.
Stressing that while Army had been directed to exhibit maximum restraint, Lt Gen Hooda said the other sides also needed to ensure that the bases of troops, paramilitary forces and police stations were not attacked.
He said Kashmir was witnessing a cycle of conflict and violence for more than 40 days from which nobody – the school-going children, the policemen, the government officials, the traders, the stone throwing youth - was going to get away unhurt.
“Everyone involved in Kashmir needs to introspect and see what can be done to stop it,” the Army commander said.
In the latest incident of violence, Army men entered a village in Khrew area of saffron-rich Pampore, ransacked residential houses, dragged inmates out their homes and beat them in custody during which a lecturer, Shabir Ahmad Monga was killed by torture while a score of others sustained serious injuries.
Informing that an inquiry had been ordered into the incident, Lt Gen Hooda said such actions by troops would not be tolerated although he did not agree to refer to them as rogue elements within the Army.
“There is no sanction to these incidents which are unjustified,” he said. “Nobody can support these incidents, and these acts will not be tolerated.”
Referring to the killing of three persons including a woman by the Army in Qazigund area of south Kashmir, the Army commander said the personnel of the Army’s 9 RR were involved in the killing which 15 Corps was investigating.
Ruling out handing over Kashmir to Army instead of paramilitary forces and police for dealing with the prevailing situation, he said the situation was not there for Army to take over and they would only assist them in securing highways and provide reinforcement at police stations with less number of police personnel.
Accepting that the prevailing situation had affected counter-militancy operations particularly in south Kashmir, Lt Gen Hooda said Army would resume its operations soon but was quick to add that the counter-militancy grid in north Kashmir was completely functional and the operation in which four militants were killed and one captured alive was a proof to it.
Claiming that the present crisis in Kashmir did not have any impact on the situation along the borders, the Army commander said, “We haven’t pulled a single soldier from the borders nor increased our deployment.”
About the situation having an effect in starting a fresh wave of militant recruitments, he said, “We’re worried, everyone is worried – the Government of India, the State government, the Army are all worried and there are no easy answers.”
Lt Gen Hooda also countered the argument of the Member of Parliament and former deputy chief minister, Muzaffar Hussain Baig that gunfight in which Burhan Wani was killed was a staged one.
“It wasn’t staged and it didn’t finish in two-and-a-half minutes but we didn’t have the prior information about Burhan’s presence,” he said.
About the use of pellet guns by paramilitary forces and Police, the Army commander said, “I’m confident they will find a solution.”
Before addressing the media, Lt Gen Hooda met Governor Narinder Nath Vohra and Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti.
“We discussed the current situation, and the ways and means of bringing normalcy back,” he said.
· Situation in Kashmir serious: Jaitley
Aug 21: Acknowledging that situation in Kashmir is serious, senior BJP leader and union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley Sunday said that there can be no compromise with those indulging in violence and described stone-pelters as "not satyagrahis but aggressors", who target police and forces.
He blamed Pakistan for the current unrest, saying it was "attacking the integrity of India" in a "new way" after failing to snatch Jammu and Kashmir by waging wars and fuelling trouble ever since partition in 1947.
“There will be no compromise with those indulging in violence even as efforts will be made for development of the state which was denied for last 60 years,” Jaitley said while addressing a rally on the outskirts of Jammu city while talking in the context of ongoing 44-day unrest in Kashmir.
He said now this time, a serious situation has emerged in which Pakistan, separatists and religious forces have joined hands. “And now with a new way, they are attacking the integrity of India”.
· Kashmir issue can be resolved politically, says Supreme Court
Aug 21: The ongoing uprising in Kashmir should be "dealt with politically" and everything cannot be managed within judicial parameters, the Supreme Court said.
The apex court also asked the Solicitor General to help activist lawyer and Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) leader Bhim Singh to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the issue.
"This issue has various dimensions and therefore should be dealt politically and moreover, everything cannot be managed within the judicial parameters," a bench headed by Chief Justice T S Thakur said.
The bench, which also comprised Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud, referred to a meeting on Monday between a delegation of the state's opposition parties led by former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and Prime Minister Narendra Modi and asked Singh to join the delegation.
· 2,600 More Paramilitary Personnel Rush to Kashmir Valley
Oct 22: In the wake of continuous unrest in the Kashmir Valley, the centre rushed 2,600 additional paramilitary forces to Jammu and Kashmir.
Twenty-six companies (100 personnel in each company) of Border Security Force are being dispatched to trouble-torn areas in the state for maintaining law and order, official sources said.
These forces are being drawn from Gujarat, Rajasthan and West Bengal and they are expected to reach the Valley in a day or two.
Besides, an additional 30 companies of the force are also expected to be sent to the state in next few days after their withdrawal from the Amarnath Yatra duties, sources said.
· Handful of people inciting violence: CM 
Aug 22: In an apparent reference to pro-freedom leaders, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said a handful of people opposed to peace were inciting youth to violence in the Kashmir valley. At a function in Jammu, Mehbooba said these people “who do not want peace in Kashmir are inviting youths to violence for their vested interests.”
“Guns went into Afghanistan, Syria and Russia. Was anything achieved there by using those guns? Violence brings only destruction and nothing else. These people started trouble in 2008. They started trouble again in 2010 following a fake encounter in Machil. After I took over, they tried to start trouble on the pretext of Handwara (alleged rape) incident,” she said.
She said that these elements also tried to raise the issues of separate colonies for retired soldiers and Kashmiri Pandits but “failed”.
Mehbooba asserted that the predominant majority of Kashmiris were peace loving and wanted “dignity and development”.
· Kashmir a volcano, will explode if not intervened: Antony
Aug 22: Former Defence Minister A K Antony said the situation in Kashmir would “explode” and go out of hand if urgent steps were not initiated to find a solution, as he demanded that an all-party delegation be immediately sent to the Valley.
“Situation in Kashmir Valley would explode and would go out of hand if urgent steps were not initiated to find a solution”, he said while releasing a book written by a group of journalists from Kerala who visited Kashmir two years ago.
“Kashmir is a volcano now. There is mistrust, fear and anger among the minds of people, especially among youths. The Centre should intervene immediately, otherwise there would be an explosion. Things in Kashmir would become uncontrollable,” the Congress leader said.
Urgent steps should be initiated for holding dialogue with all stakeholders in the state to find a political solution in the Valley, Antony said, adding that efforts should be made to win the hearts and trust of the people in Kashmir.
“It is a difficult task, but we have to do that,” he said.
· ‘Vested interests’ put Kashmir on fire, says Mehbooba
Aug 23: Day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi responded to pleas of Opposition leaders on the ongoing Kashmir uprising, J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti urged New Delhi to “reach out to people of Jammu and Kashmir through substantive political and economic measures to address anger and alienation and find a lasting solution to the problems confronting the State.”
“The prevailing painful situation in Kashmir necessitates reaching out to all shades of the political opinion in the State and initiating substantive political and economic measures to revive and consolidate the peace and resolution process,” the Chief Minister said, according to an official spokesman, while addressing a public gathering after inaugurating the State’s biggest Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) at Bhagwati Nagar, Jammu.
Maintaining that violence in any form “only brings miseries to the people and is not a means to seek resolution of problems”, Mehbooba reiterated that “solution can only be found through democratic and political means involving engagement and dialogue.”
Mehbooba said in tune with her party’s ‘Agenda of Alliance’ with the BJP, several inter and intra-state confidence building measures were under discussion at various levels, which were to be implemented in a phased manner. “Whether it is opening of more cross-LoC points for movement of people and goods including Suchetgarh-Sialkote Road, Kargil-Skardu road and Nowshera-Jhangadh road or expanding the scope and ambit of cross-LoC trade, various measures were in the pipeline, various CBMs were being discussed for implementation,” she said. “Before there could have been tangible movement forward on these CBMs, Kashmir valley was, unfortunately, put on fire by the vested interests who don’t want the peace and stability to take shape in the State and the region.”

·  ‘Those killed by bullets, pellets were not out to buy toffees, milk’: CM
Aug 25: J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti on Thursday said those who were hit by bullets and pellets had “not come out to buy toffees or milk.” She said her Government would deal strictly with “five percent population who are resorting to violence and want destruction”.
 “A large percentage of our population wants peace and dignity and resolution (of Kashmir issue) through peaceful means,” said Mehbooba, earlier, while starting interaction with media during a joint press conference with Home Minister Rajnath Singh. “They (the 95 percent population) should be our focus and not those five percent who want destruction. They (the five percent population) would be dealt as per the law and will not be permitted to keep rest of population hostage.”
“I have repeatedly said that Government of India and State Government and all parties in country should have focus on 95 percent population in Kashmir which wants a peaceful resolution to all issue pertaining Jammu and Kashmir. They don’t want to come out and pelt stones nor do they want violence,” said Mehbooba.
Without naming anybody, Mehbooba said there were people who “exploit children and poor” and ask them to attack forces’ camps.
“There is a political problem but the five percent population has hijacked it and is creating violence to derail the system,” Mehbooba responded to a question.
Asked by a reporter how she was justifying alleged disproportionate use of force against Kashmiri protesters when as opposition leader she had criticized the then Government of Omar Abdullah during 2010 for civilian killings, an angry Chief Minister said 2010 and 2016 were not comparable.
“This is wrong analysis. What happened in 2010 had a reason. There were rape and murder allegations (in Shopian in 2009), a student was killed while playing cricket and there was a fake encounter in Machil in 2010. Three civilians were killed. Today three militants were killed in an encounter and how is the Government to be blamed for that,” she said, referring to killing of Hizb commander Burhan Wani.
The Chief Minister said after the killing people had come out on the roads and the government imposed curfew. “Had a child gone to an army camp to buy a toffee? A 15-year-old boy who attacked a police station in Damhal Hanjipora (in Kulgam), had he gone to buy milk? Don't compare both the things. People had genuine anger that time (in 2010),” she said. “This time poor Kashmirs are being used as shields by vested interests and 95 percent people killed are from poor families, I am for inquiry into the killing of the lecturer (from Tral)”
Repeatedly confronted with questions by the reporters, an angry Mehbooba, who was seated beside the Home Minister on the dais, said: “What will they tell me, Sir? Inko meinnay Chako sey nikala (I saved them from the edge of knife). I have saved their kids from Task force. I saved them when they would be taken for forced labour for cutting grass in south Kashmir… I ended that,” said Mehbooba as Singh seated on the dais was seen making gestures to pacify Mehbooba.
Attacking separatists, Mehbooba said a “calendar has been issued to attack Badamibagh Cantonment area. They are being called to attack camps”.
She was speaking in reference to protest calendars issued by separatists who have called people to march towards the cantonment area on Saturday coming.
“I brought them out of suffering when they were not able to come out of their homes…it is my duty to see to it,” said Mehbooba, abruptly ending the press conference. “Thank you, now you can have a cup of tea,” said Mehbooba as the Home Minister was still seated and looking at journalists.
· Kashmir's economy suffers body blow, Rs 6400 crore loss in 49 days
Aug 26: The ongoing unrest in Kashmir has led to a whopping Rs 6,400-crore loss to the economy of the Valley, with businesses being badly hit due to curfew and separatist sponsored strikes.
Tourist and other business activities in Kashmir have come to a halt for the past 49 days after protests erupted in Kashmir following the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani in an encounter with security forces in south Kashmir's Anantnag district on July 8.
Clashes between protesters and security forces have claimed the lives of 66 people and left thousands of others injured.
Shops, business establishments, private offices and petrol pumps have been shut as the separatists groups have called for a complete strike to protest the civilian deaths in the violence after Wani's killing.
The separatists have announced periods of relaxation, but they are usually in the night which does not help the traders who allege that there have been instances of masked youths or even security forces forcing the shopkeepers to down the shutters.
"Kashmir is suffering losses of about Rs 135 crore daily. This estimates to over Rs 6,400 crore so far," Mohammad Yaseen Khan, president Kashmir Traders and Manufacturers Federation (KTMF), said here.
Khan, however, said these figures were based on the daily business six months ago.
He said the trader community wants the Kashmir issue to be resolved permanently
The state government has suffered revenue losses close to Rs 300 crore in the past one-anda-a-half months.
"The collection of levies and taxes has come down drastically since the unrest began. The sales tax collection has been the worst hit," an official in the Finance department said.
Similarly, tourism, considered to be the mainstay of Kashmir's economy, has also come to a standstill.
"People are turning away from Kashmir due to the unrest," a tourism player said here.
He said that hotels and houseboats were empty and famous tourist spots were looking desolated.
An official of the Tourism Department, who did not wish to be named, admitted that tourism in the Valley was on decline but said they were "helpless".
"What can we do? The department is helpless. We cannot go outside the state and ask people to visit the Valley.
"How can we even expect people to visit the Valley when the situation is such," the official said.
Till this situation is addressed and the issue resolved, the tourism would continue to be affected, he said.
· Over 8500 civilians injured in forces firing in 49 days
Aug 26:  About 8500 people have sustained injuries in forces firing during the ongoing unrest in the Valley with 3812 people hit by pellets, 547 by bullets and 2343 by tear gas shells. 
The figures compiled by the government reveals the devastation on civilians by pellets, bullets and tear gas shells. 
According to the figures, about 8554 persons have sustained injuries in the police and paramilitary forces firing in last 49 days in the valley.
The forces engaged in mob controls have fired live ammunition including bullets and pellets besides thousands of tear gas shells on the protestors in the Valley since July 9. 
According to the figures, thousands of youth have been hit by pellets in eyes, limbs, abdomen, shoulders and head. 
Pellets Guns
Introduced as crowd control management in 2010, the use of pellet guns by police and paramilitary forces has, as per the official data, injured about 3812 civilians people in last 49 days.
A single cartridge of a pellet gun contains hundreds of pellets and once the pellet gun is fired, the cartridge bursts into hundreds of pellets with huge force. It creates a deep wound and as per doctors, it sometimes becomes difficult to remove the pellets from body of the injured due to its size.
Highly placed sources said about 1407 people have sustained pellet injuries in the eyes. 
Bullets: According to official data, about 547 people have been hit by bullets. 
Many people hit by bullets are undergoing treatment at hospitals.
Tear smoke shells: 2343 people were injured after being hit by tear smoke canisters fired by police and paramilitary personnel to quell protests during the ongoing unrest in the Valley, data reveals.
It further disclosed that 880 people were injured by stones pelting at them by police and paramilitary forces.
Beaten up by forces: According to official statistics, about 354 people have been injured in beating by police and paramilitary personnel.
In other cases like stampede situations, 47 persons have sustained injuries, it further said.
According to the data, among the total 1299 persons grievously injured, 1075 were referred to Srinagar’s general and trauma hospitals of SMHS Hospital, Bone and Joint Hospital Barzulla and SKIMS, JVC and tertiary care hospital of SKIMS.
As per the official record, 7472 patients have been discharged from the hospitals and 266 are presently undergoing treatment.
Ambulances: According to government data, 141 ambulances and 9 drivers that ferried injured to hospitals were attacked, the official data reveals.



	DATE 
	TROOPERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS

	August 01
	-
	-
	-

	August 02
	-
	-
	2

	August 03
	-
	-
	-

	August 04
	-
	-
	-

	August 05
	-
	-
	3

	August 06
	-
	1
	-

	August 07
	-
	-
	1

	August 08
	3
	1
	2

	August 09
	-
	-
	-

	August 10
	-
	-
	1

	August 11
	-
	-
	1

	August 12
	-
	-
	-

	August 13
	-
	-
	1

	August 14
	-
	-
	-

	August 15
	1
	7
	2

	August 16
	-
	-
	5

	August 17
	3
	-
	-

	August 18
	-
	-
	1

	August 19
	-
	-
	-

	August 20
	-
	-
	-

	August 21
	-
	3
	1

	August 22
	-
	-
	-

	August 23
	-
	-
	-

	August 24
	-
	-
	1

	August 25
	-
	-
	-

	August 26
	-
	-
	1

	August 27
	1
	-
	1

	August 28
	-
	-
	-

	August 29
	-
	-
	-

	August 30
	-
	-
	-

	August 31
	-
	-
	1

	Total 
	8
	12
	24

	                                                          IN TOTO
	44 KILLINGS



Chronology of Incidents
Aug 01:  Dozens of persons sustained injuries in armed forces action during protests. While police raided many houses to arrest boys on charges of stone pelting. 
Aug 2: A youth in Srinagar's Chattabal area was killed in CRPF firing late in the evening. It was the time where roads were deserted and no protest was happening anywhere. The deceased was identified as Riyaz Ahmad Shah, 23, an ATM guard of Guzalbal, Chattabal, Srinagar. Earlier in the day, a man was shot dead and another got injured critically when a security guard of Ramban ADC opened fire on protestors in Letpora area of Awantipora. The deceased youth was identified as Farooq Ahmad Kuchay s/o Ghulam Nabi Kuchay of Latpora. While during protests across Kashmir dozens of persons were injured including women. Forces attacked a protest rally inlduing women In Anantnag. Unknown persons hurled petrol bomb on the house of Education Minister Nayeem Akthar in Parraypora in Srinagar. 
Aug 3: During the ongoing protests hundreds were injured including over 130 persons were injured alone in Kulgam area, many injured in Pahalgam and reports of clashes and injuries also from other area including Srinagar. 
Aug 4: There was no let-up in protests eighty more persons were injured in clashes between forces and protestors at various places. Three pro-freedom rallies were also reported from Poonch, Rajouri, Kishriwar and Doda. 
Aug 05: Three civilians were killed and more than 400 were injured some of them critically in state forces action to thwart Hazratbal march called by resistance leadership. The deceased were identified as Danish Rasool Mir, student class 12th, son of Ghulam Rasool Kreeri, Baramulla, Mohammad Maqbool Wagay s/o Abdul Karim of Loolipora, Budgam and Sameer Ahmad Wani, 21, s/o Noor Mohammad of Mulanaroo, Takia Farooq Khan Sahab, Budgam.  Protests were also reported from Chenab valley  
Aug 06: As many as seventy persons including forty in Anantnag district were injured pellet and teargas shelling by state forces action while dealing with the protesters in various parts of the valley.  While the army claimed it had killed a militant during foiling an infiltration bid in Nowgam sector of Kupwara. It said the slain militant's identity has not been ascertained. 
Aug 7: Over hundred persons sustained injuries in state forces action to constant the protests across Kashmir valley. While the bullet-ridden body of a youth was recovered in South Kashmir's Pulwama district. The deceased was identified as Bilal Ahmad Malik, 23, son of Abdul Gani of Dafferpora, Pulwama. 
Aug 8: Amir Lone, 17, of Seedaw, Shopian succumbed to pellet injuries; he received on August 5 in the hospital further swells the killing tally. Over a dozen persons, including three women and a 6-year-old boy of Semthan village were injured in pellet firing, across the valley. At least fifteen women were injured four of them critically at Simthan, Bijbehara when the state forces attacked the resisdential houses there. While in an encounter three BSF soldiers and a militant were killed in Machil sector of Kupwara district. One more person was killed who was hit by army vehicle which belonged to 13 RR in Ganderbal, he was identified as Muhammad Ashraf Mir son of Abdul Aziz from Ahan Ganderbal. 
Aug 09: 60 civilians injured during clashes with Armed Forces in Vessu area of Qazigund in Anantnag district.  
Aug 10: Army claims one youth shot dead and other injured by militants in Keeran sector of Kupwara district. The deceased has been identified as Showkat Chauhan S/O Mangta Chauhan of Kachama Village. 
Aug 11: Elderly Women Jameela Begum wife of Abdul Rashid Khan of Nund Resh Colony B Bemina dies of cardiac arrest when CRPF men aimed a gun at her.   
Aug 12: 12 injured including SSP, DySP, and SHO in clashes at Doda.  
Aug 13: Youth injured on 2 August, 2016 succumbs to injuries. Deceased identified as Suhail Ahmed Wani of Letpora Pulwama. 
Aug 14: No incident of violence reported. 
Aug 15: A 16 year old boy identified as Yasir Sheikh S/O Abdul Salam Sheikh of Batamaloo Srinagar killed by JK Police. Another boy identified as Ishfaq Ahmed 18 year old from Badipora Tangmarg who was injured on 12 August, succumbed to his injuries. Two militants and a Commandant of CRPF killed in an encounter at Nowhatta Srinagar. 5 unidentified militants killed along LOC in Uri sector of Baramulla.  
Aug 16: Five killed as CRPF open fires in Aripanthan village in Budgam District and one killed in Larkipora, Annatnag District.  
The deceased were identified as Muhammad Ashraf Wani of Hazarpora, Javed Ahmed Najar, Manzoor Ahmed Lone, Javed Ahmed Sheikh residents of Aripanthan. The youth from Larkipora has been identified as Amir Ganai S/O Yousuf Ganai of Naidpora Anantnag. 
Aug 17: At least fifty persons were injured in clashes between state forces and protestors at various places in valley. The government has also imposed night curfew across Kashmir valley. Reports on attacks on ambulances were also reported. In a separate incident two army soldiers and a policeman were killed in a militant attack on Baramulla highway.
Aug 18: A 30-year-old lecturer Shabir Ahmad Mangoo, 30, was beaten to death by army raiding party in Shar village of Khrew area of Pampore while many suffered injuries when army and SOG personnel let loose. An ambulance driver Ghulam Mohammad Sofi was also shot at by CRPF personnel in Safa Kadal area of Srinagar down town. He was carrying patients from Kangan area. The driver suffered multiple injuries.  
Aug 19: Over hundred persons including many with pellets were injured in clashes between state forces and protestors across Kashmir valley. The government also foiled Aripantan march called by resistance leadership to mourn the killings of four civilians in CRPF firing.  While three BSF soldiers were injured in a militant attack on them in Karnah area of Kupwara district. In a different incident, a grenade was lobbed on the house of former National Conference legislator in Kachdoora village of Shopian district. No harm was caused. 
Aug 20: No incident of violence reported. 
Aug 21: A teenaged youth was killed by police by hitting a tear gas shell on his chest in Malarata area of Fateh Kadal in Srinagar downtown area. The deceased was identified as Irfan Ahmad, 18. While over hundred persons sustained injuries many of them pellet during protests across Kashmir valley. In Sopore, a marriage part at Trumgund was attacked by the state forces. The state forces were also accused of beating people and vandalism at many places without any provocation. While army claimed it had killed three militants whiling foiling an infiltration bid in Tangdar sector in Kupwara district. 
Aug 22: Over hundred persons suffered injuries many with pellets during ongoing protests across valley. Locals in Ashmuqam alleged that CRPF personnel desecrated the Gurdwara. 
Aug 23: Around fifty persons were injured in forces action including 15 in police and army action in Shopian. A teargas shell hits woman in Bandipora and seven-year-boy of Shopian. The residence of MLA Usman Majeed was attacked by stones by protestors in Bandipora. The police enforced strict curfew after 6 pm when there is relaxation from resistance camp. 
Aug 24: A 20-year-old youth was killed and dozens other injured by state forces shelling in Prichoo area of Pulwama district. The deceased youth was identified as Amir Ahmad Mir son of Ghulam Mohammad Mir of Ratnipora, Pulwama.  While over 150 persons were injured in clashes with state forces across Kashmir valley. One of the injured was stated to be critical. An ambulance of district hospital Pulwama was attacked and its driver beaten by state forces. Protests also took place in Srinagar when three persons on bike were beaten ruthlessly by the forces while they were returning from SMHS hospital.  In a grenade explosion hurled by unknown person caused injuries to many state forces officials and some civilians in Pulwama.   
Aug 25: A youth Asif Ahmad was hit by a teargas shell fired by state forces in Qazipora, Bandipora. Reports of clashes and protests reported from various parts of the valley during which thirty persons were injured. In Prichoo village of Pulwama, forces wreak havoc barged into the house beat the inmates and vandalize the properties.  An army man was injured, army claimed, while foiling an infiltration bid in Tangdar sector of north Kashmir. 
Aug 26: An 18-yr-old boy Shakeel Ahmad Ganie was killed and thirty other were injured in state forces action in Hall village of Pulwama district.  Over two hundred persons were injured in clashes between state forces and protestors across Kashmir valley.
Aug 27: Body of a youth who was chased to death by state forces in south Kashmir's Anantnag district. The deceased was identified as Shahnawaz Ahmad Khan of Anantnag. While the strict curfew and restrictions were imposed to thwart the Badami Bagh march called by pro-freedom leadership. AS many as fifty persons were injured many hit by pellets including father-son duo in clashes between state forces and protesters across Kashmir. A police official was killed by suspected militants in Quil village of Pulwama district. 
 Aug 28: At least sixty persons were injured including some women sustained pellet injuries in south and central Kashmir. While protests were also reported from Bandipora and Srinagar districts. People observed complete shutdown in Bhaderwah area of Jammu province.
Aug 29: At least ninety persons were including a girl were injured in pellet and teargas shelling in several areas in state forces action to contain the protests, while massive rallies were held in south Kashmir and Srinagar. Reports of atrocities by forces were also reported from various parts of the valley.  Doda and Bhaderwah observed bandh to protest killings and arrests. 
Aug 30: Over hundred protestors half of them in south Kashmir including minors were injured in state forces pellet and teargas shelling while containing the protests in Kashmir valley. A 60-year-old woman was hit by pellets in chest and head in Anantnag. The Bandipora villagers accused CRPF and army of terrorizing them. Women took out rallies in North and South Kashmir. 
Aug 31: Twenty-year-old boy was shot dead by army during protests which triggered against the highhandedness of state forces in Nadihal area of Baramulla district. With this killing the death toll in ongoing agitation swells father. The victim was identified as Mehraj-ud-Din alias Danish son of Manzoor Ahmad of nadihal area of Baramulla district. While over 300 persons including 200 in south Kashmir were injured in state forces action while dealing with the protestors across Kashmir. House of Peoples Democratic MP was attacked Nazir Ahmad Laway suffered damages when protestors set ablaze a cabin housing his security guards at Chawalgam village in Kulgam district. 
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Hundreds of unarmed protesters are losing their eyes to brutal use of pellet shotguns by the Indian Forces.
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Just raising your eyebraws won't do
Raise your concerns at cp@ohchrorg and help us make.
the perpetrators of ghastly war crimes see sense.

P scon this QR Code to know more about the camage.
Tweet #KashmirBindSpot and shar this poster widely
on socal media to make the workd take notice

=

— shmibindspot eece et exces ) andx
(] @ o




